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EXPLANATION 



or THE 



FRONTISPIECE. 



THE oval in the centre is an engraving from 
an antient painting in the Herculaneum. > 

The figures at the fides and bottom are explained 
in the Diflertation at the end of this volume, 
which was written to vindicate to fome of the 
Author's learned friends the explication he ventur- 
ed to give of that paffage in the book of Revela- 
tions which is the fubjett of the Fifth Difcourfe. 






"ywj i n 



*+i* t* 



DISCOURSES, 



ILLUSTRATING THE PRINCIPLES, DISPLAYING 

THE rMNDENCr, AND VINDICATING 

THE DESIGN, 

FREE MASONRY, 



THADDEUS MASON HARRIS, 



RAND CHAPLAIN TO THE GRAND LODGE, 



TO THE GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 
OF MASSACHUSETTS. 



Piixtid at CHARLESTOWN, 
Br SAMUEL ETHERIDGE. 

5S0I. 



/ 



»v p* - 1 



H 



c 









j (s ,-> 



,-*,. » 



i s 






* • » 



I 












• r j <«■ 



/» 



^ 



19 



PREFACE. 



Several of thefe difcourfes 
have been delivered before the 

GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS 

in the difcharge of my office of 
grand chaplain. Some of them 
have been already publifhed, in a 
pamphlet form, at the requeft 
and for the accommodation of 
the particular' lodges at whofe 
confecration they were deliver- 
ed : but, as their circulation was 
limited, many of the brethren 
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INTRODUCTION. 



who were defirous of perufing 
them had * not an opportunity. 
To fatisfy the repeated applica- 
tion of fuch, and to extend to 
the public in general fome cor- 
reel ideas of the facred charaSier 
and genuine principles of Free Ma- 

fonry, I have been induced to 
confent to the republication of 
thofe difcourfes in which I en- 
deavored to obviate the mifrep- 
refentations, confute the afper- 
fions, and allay the prejudices 
which have been fo jnduftrioufly 
circulated to deftroy the. credit 
of the inftitution. 

Some difcourfes are now added 
which I declined publifhing at 
the time of their delivery ; and 
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INTROPUCTION, vii 
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others are prepared for this vol- 
ume to give it a fuitable variety 
and a refpedable fize. 

The critic will doubtlefs find 
thefe compofitions unequal and 
defective. For this fonie apolo- 
gy mull be made. They were 
written upon emergencies,, upon 
very fhort notice, and when there 
was no leifure to fpare from the 
prefling avocations, the laborious 
duties, and the anxious cares, in 
which their author was involved. 



" Haec fcripfij non otii abundantia, fed amoris." 



However they may be receiv- 
ed by the Public, this I would 
have remembered, that I have 
endeavored in them to give * 
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faithful delineation of the fyirit and 
principles of free masonry ; " J 
fpeak that I do know, and teftify 
that I havefeen;" andthe/e pfiges 

CQntain THE OPEN AND UNDISGUISt 
ED SENTIMENTS OF MY HEART. 

N. B. In the haftc 'of tranfcribing for the prefs, 
a note of interrogation was inferted at the end of the 
fe^ond line of the 217 page, which the reader will 
pleafe to er^fe. 
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« H«c eft vera et indirupta Fiutbrnitas, qu« ani- 
morum perfeftioneac virtute eoncrefcit ; cujus fcmel 
inltum foedus, nee defideriorum varietas, nee conten- 
tion dirnmpet contrarietas voluntatum : quae fratrem 
venerator devotum* corripit diflbhrtum, prefentem 
obfequitur* abfentem non rodit, fanum applaudit, in- 
firmum non deferit, divitem gaudet, pauperum adju- 
vat" RABANUS,y^r MattL cap. ulu 



v; 



DISCOURSE I. 



Dsuvsied at BRIDGWATER, notembml & .1797, at the 
CON8EC&ATI0N of FELLOWSHIP LODGE. 



PROVERBS xvii. 17. 

cc A FRIEND LOFETH AT ALL TIMES ; 

BROTHER IS BORN FOR ADVERSITT. 



w 



H O docs not know and feel 
that man is ordained to converfe with his 
brethren ; tp impart to them what he is and 
has ; to interchange his reflections and fen- 
timents with theirs ? Who has not tailed the 
pleafures of Jicial life, or been charmed with 
the more intimate union oi friend/hip ? There- 
fore, who does not find in himfelf fufficient 
impulfe to the ufe of the one, and the enjoy- 
ment of the otbir i 

But whether this tendency to fociety pro- 
cure us all the good it might ; whether there 
be not fome forms in which a wife and 
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benevolent man may derive from his compan- 
ionable propenfities and affectionate difpofi- 
tionl greater utility and more noble pleafures 
than in their common application ; is a fub- 
jed worthy of inveftigation. 

Man is fond of focial life. But if the 
fondnefs be without limitation it is extrav- 
agant ; if it be not regulated it is unreafona- 
ble. When the affe&ions are difiufed indif- 
criminately they become languid : When 
confined to an individual objeft they are 
ftraitened and contra&ed. Like the rays of 
light, if widely diverged, they are fcattered 
and loft ; if concentrated in a very fmall 
focus, they are intenfe : their real ufe is in a 
due medium, where they are collefted fo as 
to warm, to vivify, and to cheer ; not to 
burn, effervefce, and confume. 

" A friend," fays Solomon, " loveth at all 
times." But how rare is fuch a friend ! 
When found, tried, and proved, how valua- 
ble ! Well might an antient wife man advife 
" not to change a friend for any good, by no 
means ; neither a faithful brother for the 
gold of ophir."* " A brother is born for 

* EcclefiafUcus vii. x& 
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adverfity :" but how feldom does he inherit a 
difpofition for its duties !* So that the wife 
man elfewhere advifes u Go not into thy 
brother's houfe in the day of thy calamity ,"t 
adding, that there is greater reafon to ex- 
pert affiftance from (Grangers than benefit 

from relatives. 

# 

Friendship wants not panegyrifts. . Phi- 

lofophers, hiftorians, orators, and poets have 

made it their favorite theme, and dwelt upon 

its praifes with enrapturing eloquence. There 

have been found fome in all ages to decorate 

its fhrine with the choiceft flowers of fancy, 

and the moft exquifite ornaments of art. 

And yet in all ages and at all times lamenta- 4 

tions have been made of the felfifhnefs, the 

* " Frater ne deferere fratrcm, fratmm quoquc rara gratia eft" 

By comparing the antient verfions, there is reafon to fuppofc 
that the fame perfon is intended in both claufes of the fcntence, 
and that the real conftru&on of the verfe is, The eriend who 
loveth at all times, is born (that «, becomes, or proves) A 
brother in adversitt. This reading is fupported by Eben 
Ezra, Munster, Vatablus, and Patrick. In like manner, it 
has been obfervcd, that a though a Brother is not always a Friend, 
yet a Friend is always a Brother** 

The writer, in chooiing the text, had reference alfo to the Chal- 
dee farapbrafe, which is followed by the Targum and the Talmud 
* Babylonicuvty and adopted by the learned Schultens. " In omni 
tempore amat Socius verut ; et ille FRATER eft ad attguftiam Hatut" 

fProv.xxvii. 10. 

Ba 
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inftncerity, of the perfidy of profeffed friends. 
few who have tried it have found it capable 
of affording thofe high fatisfa&tons which are 
attributed to it. Moil have fuffercd from the 
eventual worthlefenefi of the bofom partner j 
or from his mean and inter efted views, had 
the fund of fenfibility and confidence with 
which they commenced the attachment fairly 
exhaufied. Their bleeding affections and in- 
jured peace have given them too much caufe 
to repent the truft they repofed with fuch 
fond and implicit affiance. How many, too, 
under the fpecious femblance of friendfhip, 
u full of fair feemmg," have been betrayed 
by their fond credulity, or precipitated by 
their unfufpe&ing heedlefsnefs, into extrava- 
gant attachments and pernicious intimacies ! 
And ah ! how many have- been deceived and 
undone by unprincipled companions, whom 
they had cherifhed as virtuous friends I 

The faft is, Friendfhip, as it is known and 
cultivated in the world, feldom arifes from a 
cool, difcriminating choice, founded on worthy 
and fan&ioned by virtue. Men revolt from 
fuch formal contrafts, where the sffedions 
muft wait for the flow approbation of the 
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judgment ; and the heart rcftrain its impulft* 
or delay its regards, till ra^i ha* been eon* 
faked, and bad opportunity to dttid* upon 
the propriety of their indulgence. Htpfty 
the coiwe&ioa of which w* are fpeakutg moft 
cotaraoaly originates from cafual acquaint 
ance, the.co^qutnce, of a fimilarity of feja- 
timents, fituationa, or purfuits $ rendered 
more and more agreeable and intimate, as it 
is found conducive to mutual convenience, 
pkafure, or advantage. Sometimes it is little 
elfe than the reciprocal negotiations of inter- 
eft, or mercenary exchange of fervice?,. wbiqh 
the felfifh employ to promote their advan- 
tage* The intercom* fe ceafes with the na- 
tive that gave it birth : as partnerships in 
trade are diflblved when the fpecial objed of 
the firm has been efie&ed, or has failed* 

Tti£R£ are friend* enough to be faithful, 
and brethren enough to love iu the fofbn of 
profperity : to {brtictfttte our abundance, to 
feaft on our plenty, and to rejoice in our de- 
lights. But it is the moft deplorable fate of 
adverfity, that, when we are ia the greateft 
need of Iriends, it often puts them fartheft 
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from us.* * " Some men, (ays the Wife foh. 
of Sirach, are friends for their own occafion, 
and will not abide in the day of trouble : 
and there is a friend, who being turned to 
enmity and reproach, will difcover thy re- 
proach. Again, fome friend is a companion 
at the table, and will not continue in the day 
of affliction. In thy ptofperity he will be as 
thyfelf, and will be bold over thy Servants j 
but if thou be brought low, he will be againft 
thee and hide himfelf from thy face. A friend 
cannot be known in profperity ; and an ene- 
my cannot be hidden in adverfity : in the 
profperity of a man enemies will be grieved j 
but in his adverfity, even a friend will de- 
part."! 

In fhort, friendlhip is fo commonly found- 
ed onfelf-interejlj and in its utmoft purity is 
fo much likey elj -love ; it is fubjeft to fo many 
interruptions ; fo uncertain and fliort-lived ; 
v and withal is fo partial and limited an exer- 

• Ut — comes radios per foils euntibus umbra, 

Cum latct hie preflus nubibus, ilia fugit ; 
Mobile fie fequitur Fortuxue lumina vulgus, 
Quae fimul induct no&e tcgurifur, abit. 

Ovib, Trip, h 

f Ecclus. viL 5— i a. and xii. 8, 9. u In malis amicus defcrit 

amicum." Flaut. 
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dfe of the fecial affe&ions and benevolent 
difpofitions of our nature; that we muft 
abate much from the high praifes with which 
it comes recommended to us, and expe& to 
find it defective as a pure virtue. Hence, 
perhaps, the total filence of the gofpel upon 
this fubjeft. For it has been remarked that 
" it is neither enjoined nor recommended in 
any one fentence in the whole new tefta- 
ment." Christianity, to be fure, makes it 
not a duty ; does not exprefsly inculcate it z 
prefcribing, indeed, to its followers benevo- 
lence towards all, and univerial kindnefe and 
brotherly love, but not dif criminate friendjhip^ 
4 which, ftridly fpeaking, cannot be a perma- 
nent obligation for all. It is not to be en- 
joined, like juftice and general kindnefs. Its 
rife and progrefe muft frequently depend on 
circumftances and events that we are not al- 
ways able to influence or command. That 
could not properly be made the objeft of a 
divine requifition, which is purely a matter 
of free choice, and fo delicate in its nature as 
to render the meeting of thofe who are qual- 
ified for it altogether uncertain. So that 
even very intelligent and worthy men, of a 
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iflfeet and amicable difpofition, may and oft- 
en ffiuft forego the attachments of this pecu* 
Mar and appropriated alliance in their ftrifteft 
tatim&cy and warmeft cordiality ; not from 
toy fault of theirs* but from not finding eafi- 
If in others that perfeft fimilarity of difpofi* 
tioa and coincidence of fentiment and regard 
on which friendfhip is founded* And, in- 
deed, " to hvifli on one objeS that kindneft 
and afc&ion which ought to be difRifed a- 
mong the whole human rate, might well be 
deemed a monopoly incompatible with that 
free and general commerce of good offices 
which the gofpel certainly meant to extend 
to every quarter of the gjobc."* 

On the other hand, though it be our in- 
cumbent duty to love all and to do good 
to all, even this is to be but as we have op- 
portunity ; and it is ftill to be underftood 
tkaXjbme have a more fpecial claim upon our 
efteem, and a more immediate need of our 
affiftance. Widely as we extend the circle 

* Bp, Po&Txtrt, in a feraon on John xiii. aj, hat attempted 
te prove, and he does it in a mod pleating and ingenious man- 
ner, that, although friendfliip is' not expref&ly enjoined in the gof- 
pe\ t yet it J9 impfcefcted ia many of m precepts* and reooinflacad- 
td in the example of the Savior. 
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of out benevolent regards* univerfal and d& 
intercfted as our good will may b6* yet it is 
certain We can neither know the needy nor 
adminifter to the comfort 9 Of every individual* 
Ignorance of the fprmer, and inability to the 
latter, teftrain even our attempts. The very 
cirtumftances of the cafe require a more 
fpecial appropriation : while our reafon, Our 
inftin&s, and natural propenfities* lead uj to 
make choice of feme on whom to gratify 
our kind inclinations and benevolent a&s # 
where they may be indulged and applied 
with dearer intereft and happier effed. And 
this may be done in entire confifttney with 
that universal law of love which the 
gofpel enjoins. 

It remains, then, that we inquire for fome 
medium, where our affe&ions may be exercif- 
ed without being partial and without being 
indifcriminate. And how {hall we attain 
this defirable mean between the diffufednefe 
of general regard and the contra&ednefs of 
individual attachment, but in a fele&ion of 
thofe among our acquaintance who poffefs 
congenial hearts, mutual good difpofitions 
and propenfities* and reciprocal efteemand 
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love ? Who arc infpired with like ardor in 
the purfujt of wifdom, like zeal in the caufe 
of virtue ? Of whom to form an affociation 
which fhall partake of the liberal fpirit of 
Philanthropy and the intimate union of Friend- 
Jhip ; combining the benevolence of the one 
with the tendernefe of the other. And what 
fbciety anfwers fo exaftly to this defcription, 
and unites fo many of thefe purpofes and ad- 
vantages, as that of free masons ? Founded 
on a liberal and extenfive plan, its benigni- 
ties extend to every individual of the human 
race, and its adherents are collefted from 
every nation under heaven. It invites to its 
lodges the fons of virtue* of love, and of 
peace ; that it might conneft them by vows 
of eternal amity in a moft facred, intimate, 
and endeared alliance, and unite and invigo- 
rate their beft endeavors for mutual and gen- 
eral advantage. Blending their refources in 
a common ftock, and forming a community 
of interefts, it makes the profperity of each in- 
dividual the objeft of the whole, the profper- 
ity of the whole the objed of each individual. 
How nearly does this approach the ftate of 
the primitive Chriftians, who were " of one 
heart and one foul, neither faid any of them 
that aught of the things which he poffeffed 



of Free Mafohry. 



«9 



was his own, but they had all things com- 
mon !" Were fuch the unanimity, love, 
equality, generality, and difintereftednefi, of 

4 

profeffing Chriftians now, Free Mafonry 
would be lefs neceflary among them. 

Moreover, in the afibciation ,we are de- 
scribing is alfo realized that conftancy of affec- 
tion which friendfhip boaftingly promifes, 
but frequently fails to retain ; and that ten- 
der fympathy which fraternal love ought ever 
to exprefi. There is to be found "the 
friend that loveth at all times, and the broth- 
er that is born for adverfity." And fuch are 
the . mutual relations and connexions which 
compofe the fodality,* that " if one member 
fuffer all the members fuffer with it, and if 
one member rejoice all the members rejoice 
with it." 

The order, though compofed of perfons 
from various countries, feparated by all the 
natural barriers which prevent men from 
running into coherent mafles, yet feems to 
be one body a&uated by one foul. Thou- 
fands and thoufands have one heart, one 

* * Fratcrnum vere dulcc fodalitium !" Catul. 
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hand ; the heart of benevolence, the hand of 
charity. 

Swe*t are its ufes in adverfity ! Then, 
when the offices of general Philanthropy would 
not reach us j or our Jhare in its benignities 
be inadequate to our need : when Friendjhip 
grows cold, and its moft zealous profeflbr 
forfakes us ; Mafonry triumphs in the exer- 
cife of its lovely charities. The nobleft 
fphere of its operation is in redreffing the ca- 
lamities of negleded, injured, merit ; inves- 
tigating the wants and fupplying the need 
of indigence, relieving pain, pitying and 
foftening infirmity ; admiring "and foftering 
virtue. Yes, the true Mafon (and all who 
are not fo fhould not be numbered among 
us,) the true Mafon looks as much to the 
welfare of his colleague as to his own ; feels 
more fatisfa&ion when he can give him af- 
fiftance, when he can benefit him or fuffer 
for him, than when he receives help or fa- 
vors from him ; and is moft forward to re- 
lieve him when his occafion is moft urgent 
and his abUity to requite the favor appears 
the leaft. He is emphatically the " brother 
born for adverfity." If his means of afEft- 
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ancc are fmall, and his powers of relief lim- 
ited, he will at leaft difcover thofe foft and 
gentle attentions, and that tender and fieart 
felt compaffion, which footh the diftrds he 
cannot remove, and bathe with tears the 
wound he cannot heal. He remains true 
and faithful to his brother when he can pro- 
cure him no more profit and afford him no 
more help, and has no tribute to make him 
but fighs of fympathy and tears of pity. He 
forfakes not his bed of languiftunent. He 
Hays to fupport his drooping head, to catch 
his expiring breath, and to clofe his eyes 
with the laft offices of fraternal affe&ion* 
Nor does his love ceafe to ad in his brother's 
behalf becaufe his fpirit is departed, and his 
perfbn is no more an object of neceflity. It 
is ftronger than death. It is the inheritance 
of his family* It fympathizes in the forrows 
of his bereaved relations, inquires out their 
neceffities, and ftrives to be all that to them 
which he was in kindnefe and in care. 

Such are the offices of Free Mafonry in 
adverfity. Such its iffeftion and its fympa- 
thy. What fweet cordials may thus be in- 
fufed even into the bittereft forrows of life ! 
What cheering light fpread over the dark* 
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neffcs that furround it ! With what Vigor 
and courage will it infpire the weary and 
heavy laden heart ! With what a lenient hand 
will it bind up its wounds ; with what ani- 
mating encouragements awaken its hopes ! 
To this kind end, what attention, what afli- 
duity, what complacency, what indulgence, 
what facrifice, is too inconfiderable or too 
great ! And what repays and rejoices mora, 
than when we fee the fuffering brother fuffer 
lefs, fuffer more compofedly, or fuffer no 
more ; when we can fee him reftored, 
ftrengthened, cheered, and fatisfied j again 
in poffeffion of the comforts of life. 

This, I am bold to fay, is the genuine fpirit 
of our inftitution. Thefe are its appropriate 
fervices, its peculiar duties. In this philan- 
thropic affedion, and in thefe benevolent 
and gentle cares, does it endeavor, by the in- 
culcation of forceful precept and the exhibi- 
tion of affe&ing example, to inftruft and 
exercife its attentive and faithful difciples : 
exciting the generous difpofition of love ; 
adding to brotherly kindnefs, charity j con- 
firming the habits of difintqrefted benefi- 
cence j and prompting u the capacious wifh 
that pants for universal good." 



■ Hot that I would by fcijr means bt v*» 
der&ood to fa&n?tte thtt *hflfe wfce *«* *6t 
of the fatality maty not be *s cK*fpki*W3 ia 
*H thefe amiable regards m *hofe ttat ate j: 
-b\it only that our inftihi&an adds to the Jaw 
-of oat natures and the KtyxufitiaM trf bar 
moft excellent religion, ajLdther and preraiU 
ing inducement to their obfervance. So 
that to fay " an uncharitable or unkind Free 
MaTon" implies a grofs contradiction : and if 
fuch an one there be, he has done violence 
to his profeffion, and is an odious excref~ 
cencc on our fociety. 

Here indulge me the freedom of one re* 
mark* In^finuch as Mafonry H profeffed in 
thofe nations which iiave not yet been con* 
verted to the Chilian faith, and as it 
enkindles benevtrienoe. and exritejs virtue fo 
accordant with the genius of the Gripel, it 
may eventually .have no incanfiderable ten- 
dency towards introducing and propagating 
among them that moft glorious fyftem of 
revealed truth ; at leaft by humanizing the 
difpofitton, foftening the manners, and re- 
moving the prejudices, may prepare the way 
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• • 

for that moft deferable event.* I hazard 
this obfervation, with more confidence from 
knowing that the sublime grades, to 
which all the initiated with fo much eager- 
nefs afpire, do in faft imply the knowledge 
and cannot be attained but through the ac- 
knowledgment of ChrHtianity.f 

Finally ; with confident views of our 
Society even the prejudiced will forego their 
diflike. They muft acknowledge that the 
blunders of its ignorant or the vices of its 
degenerate members do not indicate defeat nor 
prove bafenefs in the inftitution itfelf. As we 
do not know the heart, we may be deceived, 
and unhappily adopt the unworthy* As we 
cannot alter the nature nor control the paf- 
fions of men, there may be fome among us 
whom our perfuafions have been ineffectual to 
meliorate or our injunctions to reform ; who 
u remember not the bjpotherly covenant," J or 

* » 

* So St. John the Baptift, the fob Christian Mafon, was com- 
tnifiioned to prepare the way of the Lord ; to ftnooth the way 
and remove the obftru&ons to the introdu&ion of hi* truth. 

f Particularly the K Companions of the Holy Sepulchre" and 
the ** Knights of St John of Jeru&lem." 

\ Amos L 9 • 
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disregard its bonds. We lament thefe un- 
fortunate drcumftances. We pity our weak, 
and reprobate our corrupt brethren. We are 
lorry too, that the world is fo dHpofed to 
treat us contemptuously on their account. 
Still we comfort ourfelves with the hope that 
the candid will fee where the error lies, and 
not withhold honor from thofe to whom // is 
due : while we are allured that every friend 
of enlightened reafon and re&ified humanity 
will approve and patronize our fecial plan. 

Herein we this day indulge a livelier joy, and 
felicitate the members of the newly ereded 
lodge on the happy occaiion. 

Right Worjhipful Master, Worjhipfnl Ward- 
ens, Refpefted Officers, and Beloved 
Brethren of Fellow/hip Lodge, 

Your joy is the joy of us all. Pure be 
the pleafures of your union, increafing the 
profperity of your lodge ! Ever may you 
exhibit for each other, and for every mem- 
ber of the Mafonic family, that conjlancy of 
qffeftion which fignalizes the friend who lov- 
eth at all times, and that tendernefs ofjympat/jy 
which defignates the brother who is born 
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for adv*rfity. gn gH th# fc affe&ionate and 
all tbat is noble may you e^c^l ! Ai^Lta 
your conipicuo^s viruses d*#t*fe beauty feftd 
Jpffre ov^r yoijr own cbarjiders and ti^t^f 
die Society to which you. belong \ 

The appearance of two Grand Lodges on 
this occafion is an happy exemplification oi 
Mafcmic union and harmony, and an addi- 
tional fource of pleasure to us all.* Let me 
be honored as the • organ of fraternal con- 
gratulation on the pleafing circumftance. 

The very large collection of refpe&able 
brethren gives a dignified afpeft to the day. 
I falute them all with fraternal affe&iomf 
May the honor our inftitution derives from 
their patronage, and our feftival from their 
prefence, be repaid in all thofe a&s and 
expreffions of refpeft with which we delight 
to venerate the worthy, the wife, the emi- 
nent, and the good ! 

* The Grand Lodge of Maffachufetts, under the M. W. Paul 
Rzvkre, £fq. Grind Matter, was joined by the M. W. Jabez 
Bowen, Efq. Chancellor of the College, and late Oovernor of the 
State of Rhode-f Aand, at the head, with feveral members, of the 
Grand Lodge of that State. 

f « Quos ego dileri fraterno more fodales.** 
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May we all love fervently as Chriftians 
and as Brethren, walk as children of the 
light, keep the unity of the fpirit in the 
bonds of peace, and by adive, graceful, and 
exemplary virtue be trained up for, and 
hereafter admitted to, the Society of the Perfeft 
in the Temple not made with hands eternal 
in the heavens ! 
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** GZd^r ra cap /jv the highest;, ^jvz> ojv marts 

J»JLf Gff -rfJVP G00Z) /fVZZ TOWARDS MEN." 

1 

-THE Angelic hofts, bringing "good" 
tidings of great joy whifch {hall be to aft peo- 
ple," defoto<ted: to eartfe f5re«n their Spheres 
of cekfthl gknty to aaawistoe. the ?«?riv^ of , 
the long Gjqpefted Meffiah ; ." the defire of all 
nations. They came as the retinue of the 
Heavenly Prince* to honor his million, arid 
cbngratulate mankind on his advent. Tntnf- 
ported with the happy proipe&s which wefe J 
now opening to the view of the wttrfd,- they 
pronounced " peace on earth and good witf 
towards men,*' to be the defign and legit* 
imate fruits of this new difpenfation,' The 
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CoNcinfcfciNo with thefe precfiftrons,- Bis- 
rdigi©* is ftifed, In Ate Jfewr Teftattertt, « the 
gtofpel of t peace.' 1 * fie indeed came and 1 
"fpake peace to- the people." fie coitfofed 
his dMcipfcs by affimng them that in Him 
t3tey fliorfd; fcave peaccf And Re feft- then* 
a legacy iii fhe feme ft rain. J - 

So remarkable a frequency and agreeme^ 
in the ufc and a^Uc4jd<aa of this word and; 
fentiment,: naturally ^pites our curiofity, to 
know in -what fenfe he brauftht . peace oiv 
earthy and produced good will* among 
men, |l This is the fubjed of our prefent, 
inquiry. .. 

- i . 1t#e . tforcfe df otrf text may be coji- 
fidered as a proclamation of spiritual 



' ♦ * 
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Christ* whp c#&e tcr reftotfe the 
i;ace y alicna^d fr^h^ God by) wicked works* 
made our peace with th£ joftly offended 
Deity and thus procured us that peace of 

•Rom. x. xj[. fjojbo xvi. 3^. JJoliaxiv. %J± 

fl BHEop PbiTtfes. 
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mind which the world could npt giyc, nor 
jre otherwise obtain. 



u He is our peace, faith .the Apofile, .that 
he might reconcile us to God."* " He came 
and preached peace to you (the gentiles) 
that were alar off, and to thepi (the jews) 
which were augh/ft " Being juftifitd by 
faith, we have peace witsh God through our 
Lord Jefus Chrift."* Thefe esprdtions, and 
the many others of the like import in the 
chrifHan fcriptures, &ew as that the primary 
lenfe in which this peace is procured, is that 
o& a fpirituul nature* But, 

2. Our text may \>e confidered as an- 
nouncing peace on earth in a tempo rax. 

SENSE. 

The life, the character, the inftru&ions of 
jefus, all exhibited and recommended be- 
nevolence and peace. And his religion is 
eminently calculated to promote " peace on 
earth and good will towards men," not only 
by reftraining or deftroying every paffion 
which is unfriendly to human happinefs, but 

* EpheC ii. 16. f Eph$f. ii. 17, \ Rom. v. 1, 
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by exciting every virtue, and cheriftiing 
every difpofition conducive to the mutual 
interefts, and conciliatory of the mutual re- 
gards of mankind. 

One great objeft of chriftianity is to open 
the heart, improve the focial affe&ions, and 
render man benevolently difpofed towards 
all his fellow beings ; to promote the moil 
friendly intercourfe and kind offices ; to 
eftablifh human fociety in peace and good' 
order j and to contribute to the fecurity, 
comfort, and true enjoyment of this life, as 
well as to lead men to eternal happinefs and 
glory beyond the grave* The fyftem itfelfis 
univerfal benevolence and philanthropy. ' Its 
pacific nature and amicable tendency will 
clearly appear, if we examine its general 
ftru&ure, or confider the fpirit of its laws. 
It recommends an affectionate temper and 
demeanor, repreffes ill will and injuries of 
every kind and degree, and forbids every aft 
by which the peace or enjoyment of our 
neighbor may. be interrupted. " Follow 
peace with all men ;"* " if it be poffible, as 
much as lieth in you live peaceably with all 



• Heb. xii. 14. 
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men j* " have peace one with another ;f 
fiudy the things which make for peace ;"| 
are familiar and frequent injua&ions, are 
leffons which perpetually recur in the writ- 
ings of the New Teftament. 

By enjoining it upon us to do unto others 
as we would they fhould do unto us, it regu- 
lates the pra&ice of all the known focial du- 
ties ; prefcribes the proportion and afcertains 
the meafure of juftice, mercy, or benevo- 
lence which we ought to mete out to others 
upon all occasions, and makes even the prin- 
ciple of felf-love the moft effectual means of 
pointing out and prompting us to ads of 
honefty, humanity, and juftice. By bidding 
us love our enemies, bids thofe who curfe 
us, do good to thofe who defpiteftflly ufe us, 
and pray for thofe who perfecute us, it re- 
trains the refentful paffions, prevents retali- 
ation and revenge, and leads to reconciliation 

and peace. 

* 

So that in this religion there is nothing 
hoftile to the peace of fociety, or the happi- 
nefs of mankind : But, on the contrary, all its 

* Rom. xii. 18. f Mark ix, 5a \ Rom. xiw 29. 
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influence is on the fide of human Felicity- 
Acid it is certain* that, the more chriftianity 
is known and followed, the more wiU men 
become improved, and the fewer will be their 
contentions, corruptions and crimes : The 
more mild will be their governments, the 
more equitable their laws, and the mpre fe- 
cure and lafting their national profperity. 



In every country over which 
has fpread its peaceful and conciliating influ- 
ence, it has meliorated the whole conftitu- 
tion of fociety ; re&ified it6 general codes and 
inftitutions ; mixed with the civil arrange- 
ments and focial habits of life ; and displayed 
its effects in common tranfaftions and private 
intercomfe, in every fcene of public engage- 
ment or domeftic enjoyment. w It has foften- 
ed the tyranny of kings and the rigor of the 
laws ; and reftrained the pride of ambition, 
the horrors of war, and the infolence of con- 
queft."* Thus has it been the caufe of genu- 
ine and efficient benefit to mankind. And 
we may confidently affert, that, were the gof- 
pel universally receiveel, rightly nnderftood* 
and confeientioufly pra&ifed, under its mild 
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dominion, there would be no wars nor fight- 
ings ; no tyranny, civil or religious ; no in- 
justice, envy, nor malice ; 00 public or private 
Wrongs ; But peace and love, freedom and 
benevolence,' would blefe the wh<?le world. 
What a change would take plaoc in the con* 
dition of mankind, were chrifHanity to obtain 
fuch an extenfive influence, fodh a glorious 
triumph ! How prosperous and happy would 
all nations be in " the abundance of peace !" 

Such is the peaceful genius and tendency 
of the chrifiian ditpen&tion ! 

I will now clofe my difcourfe by obferving 
that the language of our text is alfo the ex- 
preffion of free masonxt. 

m 

This inftitution infpires its members with 
the moft exalted ideas of <Jod, and leads to 
the exercife of the moft pure and fuWime 
piety. A reverence For the fupreme Being, 
the grand ardnteft of nature, is the ele- 
mental life, the primordial fource of all its 
principles, the very fpringand fouMain of all 
its virtues. 
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It interefts us, alfo, in the duties and en- 
gagements of humanity \ produces an affec* 
donate concern for the welfare of all around 
us ; and, railing us fuperior to every felfiih 
view, or party prejudice, fills the heart with 
an unlimited good will to man. 

All its plans are pacific. It co-operates 
with our bleffed religion in regulating the 

tempers, retraining the paffions, fweetening 
the difpofitions, and harmonizing the difcord- 
ant interefts of men ; breathes a fpirit of uni- 
verfal love and benevolence j adds one thread 
more to the filken cord of evangelical charity 
which binds man to man ; and feeks to in- 

twine the cardinal virtues and the . chriftian 
graces in the web of the affe&ions and the 
drapery of the conduct In its bofom flows 
cheerily the milk of human kindfcefc ; and 
its heart expands with love and good will* 

It wears " the ornament of a meek and quiet 
fpirit." In one hand it holds out the olive 
branch of peace ; and in the other the liberal 
donation of charity. 

While Mafonry thus aids the caufe of vir- 
tue by giving additional weight to moral ob- 
ligations'; it promotes public happinefs, by 
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enjoining a ready fubmiffion to the whole* 
fome laws and regulations of civil fodety. 

In all countries, and in all ages €( the true 
and accepted" have been found to conduct as 
peaceable citizens, and acknowledged to be 
the firm and decided fupporters of good or* 
der, government, and religion. How much, 
then, are we fupprized to find oppofers to an 
affociation whofe whole law is peace, and 
whofe whole difpofition is love; which is 
known to difcourage by an exprefs prohibi- 
tion the introduction and difcuffion of politi- 
cal or religious topics in its afiemblies ; and 
which forbids in the moft pofitive and folemn 
manner all plots, confpiracies, and rebellions. 
But, notwithftanding the ignorant miftake, 
and the prejudiced cenfure the fociety, we 
are perfuaded that its raz / chara&er is too 
well known? and its credit too well fupport- 
ed, to be injured by their mifrepi'efentaf ions, 
or deflroyed by thtir invedives.- When they 
charge us with demoralizing principles, we 
will tell them that fome of the moft ortho- 
dox and refpe&able Clergymen are of <?ur or* 
der j and when they impute to us diforgan- 
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izing attempts, we will remind them that' 
Washington is our patron and friend. 

" Little fliould we deferve the name of 
the font of peace, if we violated our allegiance 
as fubjefts ; much lefs fliould we merit the 
protection of the legiflature, if we gave the 
flighteft encouragement to machinations 
againft the national tranquillity, or the 
poifonous • breath of feditious calumny*"* 
To depart from evil and do good ; uni- 
formly to follow after the things that make 
for peace, and things whereby we may edify ' 
one another ; and to promote, fes far as we 
can, the general welfare of the community 
to which we belong, and of mankind at 
large ; is at once our chara&eriftip profeflion, 
our duty, our intereft, and our praife. And 
while we thus feel and ad, and are thus 
known to the world, we may be perfe&ly 
eafy about thofe unfriendly fuggeftions which 
have been propagated againft the fociety ; 
which, however, none will believe who read 

• Dr. WATKINS* charge at the expulfion of a mafon in Eng- 
land, who had M perilled in declaiming on Hate affairs, in a man- 
ner which was calculated to excite diiaffe&ioa to Government*" 
8vo» Lond. 1796. 



our coafUtufipns, and none will -/ear whq 
$e ouar con4ucl. 

Remembering, my beloved brethren,' 
that " piety towards GOD the glorious- 
' njiafter-builder of tbft univerfe, and love to 
mankind, are. the two grand immoveable pil- 
lars which fttpport the fabric of Mafonry,"* 
may your hearts ever glow wftfc the ^earm- 
eft emotions of piety and the nobleft fenti- 
ments of benevolence. 

I salute the officers and brethren of the 
lodge this day publicly organized, with fra- 
ternal afFe&on. " Peace be unto you, and 
peace to your helpers."! Pleafant be your 
hours of private intercourfe ; bleft be their 
tendency and happy their effects. 

Under the peaceful fliade of your flour- 
ifhing olive branch may you find rcfrefh- 
ment. Fair be its promifing flowers, and 
plentiful its rich fruits ! And may the falu- 
tary oil it diftils, heal all the wounds which 

care, trouble, or calumny may make in your 
hearts ; and, like the precious ointment on 

* Anticnt JMafonic jConftitutions, Chap. x.§. 2. f x Chroa, xiL 18. 

D2 
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the head of Aaron, make your face to fhine 
with gladnefs, and diffufe far around you 
the grateful and reviving perfume of honor, 
praife, and glory ! 

Peace be within the f wafte, and profperity 
to the interefts of every lodge 1 Peace to the 
brethren : And " may the God of peace 
himfelf give us peace always by all meaps '" 

amen! 
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DISCOURSE HI. 



OH THE PEACEFUL GENIUS OF 



FREE MASONRY. 
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* Reft arc the Sow of f $ltt % 
Whofe hearts and hopes are one, 

Whoft kind dfcfigns to; love $&4 ple^fe , 
Through all their actions run.' 9 

. .:' i watts* 
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DISCOURSE III. 



DcLivEiZD at WRENCH AM* October io, 1798, at the com- 
sftom atiow o* MONT^GOMMRQf LQ&GM 09 FfcAKtf lib* . . 

. -~- ~ T -U,. j ■»■■;■ l.. ■.■■■^-^^-^^ 

ROMANS xiv. 19. 

. i . : • 

" Z£T US- THEREFORE, FOLLOW AFTER THE WINGS 
WHICH MAKE FOR REACEyAND THINGS WHERE* 

• — * » 

1 

• + * * m ^ i 

/r/r# ONE MAYEDIFT ANOTHER. . . 

• ■ ^ .*»■»'• . . , 

. 1 * \ ■» 

X HE 4p£ft* e * perceiving that fom$ 
diffenfions had afifen between the jewifh and[ 
gentile, converts niritji. regard to the perpetu- 
ity of the hebrew ritual and the oJ)for v^nce of 
its ceremonies, in this^cjbapter sflumes the of- 
fice of peace-maker. He attempt? tQ allay th$ 
uncharitable foirit the? difcavered, and warm* 
ly recommends tQ the » brethren the.eserriJ^ 
of mutual forbearance, candor* charity, and 
love. And to reftrain their x^enforioufnefs. 
and fliew them the impropriety of judging 
and condemning each other, he reminds them 
that they muft all ftand before the judg* 
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nfcnt feat of Chrift, to whom alone men are 

accountable for their religions principles and 
conduft. 

The pafiage chofen for our text is one of 
his friendly cautions. . It calls them away 
from emulations and ftrife, and folicits their 
utmoft endeavors in the promotion, ^f mu- 
tual peace and edification* 

« * 

The recommendation is, proper, not only 
for thofe to whom it was immediately ad- 
drefied, but for chriftians in all ages. Indeed, 
fo long as men will think and aft different- 
ly, and diflike and difpleafe each other for 
doing Co ; fo long as jarring interefts and dif- 
cordant paffions divide and difturb them ;~ 
fo long will it be neceffary to recal their atten- 
tion to the duties of love, the advantages of 
union, and the charms of peace. And filch is 
the humble objeft of the prefent difcourfe. 
In purfuing it, I fliall attempt to explain the 
duty here recommended, in general terms ; 
and then fliew how it belongs to us in our 

INDIVIDUAL, SOCIAL, CHRISTIAN, and MASON- 
IC characters. • 
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I. To purfue the things which make fbr 
peace and mutual advantage, is, in general 
terms, to endeavor fo to demean ourfefves, 
in the various ftations and offices of life, as to 
promote a friendly underftancjjng and correk 
pondence among thofe with whom we con- 
verfe ; and to prevent, as much as poffible, 
all miftakes and jealoufies, all contentions and 
ftrife- 

Such are the imperfe&ions of our nature, 
fuch the di verities or prejudices of our educa- 
tion, and in fuch different lights do we fee. 
the fame thing, that it is not probable we ever 
ihould concur exa&ly in the fame opinions. 
Yet that we ihould make allowances for thefe 
things, and exercife charity and candor for 
each other, is but reafonable andjuft: es- 
pecially fince the things in which we all agree 
are vaftly greater and of higher importance 
than thofe in which we differ.' Therefore, 
to cenfure or condemn others, becaufe they 
think differendy from us in fmall or indiffer* 
ent matters, is as unreafonable as to be dik 
atisfied with them becaufe they h*ve not opr 
features or complexion. 
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But, to be more particular, 

,» 

ii. fo* ordgr to projnote the ^n&ic*ble and 
pacific d^foofition aad conduit owf . text 
i««PW«Mi^ V* Qug&» as , i-^djviiwals, tc* 
make it am feat?it>#l ?Hd£avo>: to cultivate 
apA d#*i& & t^9fe ti#4 aft4 $¥*dly difpo- 
filisna wWd* few»5 feparity into ouj own 
bofoms and diffufe it to all around us K and 
to fupprefs and reftrift all thofe inclinations 
and paffions which inflame our fenfe of 
injuries, or excite, a fpifit of refentment, 
unkindnefe, or animofity.' Every luft, pa£ 
fion, and inordinate affeftron^ tends to create 
difcord and fow /Hffenfion. From pride 
cpmeth contention ; from ambition,, wars 
and fightings : and difcbntent, envy* anger, 
and malice, are thofe : roots *io£ bitter nefs 
which fpririg up and are fruitful in all the 
diforders of private, fecial, and public life. 

Whobvbr, \s jw>t at peacp wifh his own 
fidf, will never &> # pf^ce ^it{i his fellow 
cfeatuces. 

If the heart be full of rancor, the con- 
duct will be full of malignity. 
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But he who is kindly affeftwaed, Svho 
hath the rale over his own fpirit, will 'be 
under no temptation to diftufb the peace of 
his neighbor. His, carriage will be always 
inoffenfive, his manners gentle, and \i% con- 
daft obliging. And thus will he conciliate 
univerfal estimation and love, aid the caufe of 
general harrilony and peace, and edify all 

around him by his good difpofkion,' example, 
and cohdu&. 

in. In our social character and relations 
we ought, alio, to purfue the plans of peace 
and mutual edification. 

Men are born for fociety, bnd defigned as 
helps and comforts to each other. Strifes 
and debates, refentment and wrath, are dis- 
cordant with this original <teftinarion and 
intent. They unfocialize man. They arc 
deftru&ve of all union and harmony. 

The very nature and iituation, the inter- 
efts and happinefs of mankind, fhew the im- 
portance and neceffity of purfuing the things 
which make for peace, and things wherewith 
one may edify another. 
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The duty itfelf implies mutual love and 
charity. He who obferves it will be kind 
and condescending* His heart will glow 
with benevolence. His arms will be extend- 
ed to the large embrace of philanthropy, or 
the liberal beftowment of generality. In his 
intercourfe with his fellow men he will fbew 
the moft obliging attention to their concerns, 
and the moft aftive readinefs to promote their 
welfare. He will not needlefely give nor 
take offence. He will ufe great compliance 
in all matters of indifference, and rather 
fuffer inconvenience than excite uneafinefs. 
He is not eafily provoked, but fuffereth long 
and is kind. He expefts to meet with little 
affronts, and to have to deal fometime$ with 
difobliging tempers. But he is not apt quickly 
and upon every flight occafion to conceive a 
difpleafure, or to take fire at every provoca- 
tion or negled. He will pacify the refentful 
by a foft anfwer, or difarm them by an 
obliging courtefy. In, ihort, he is defirous 
and ready upon all occafions to make up dif- 
ferences, to reftify mifunderftandings, to 
foften prejudices and to reftore harmony 

4 

and good will between any perfons and in 



I 
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*ny cafes which fall within the compa& of 
Jus knQwledge. 

Such is the chara&er of him who endeav- 
ors as much as lieth in him to live peace- 
ably with all men, and to promote their 
peace and welfare. 

As members of civil fociety it becomes us, 
likewife, to lead quiet and peaceable lives ; 
to promote the public tranquillity and prof- 
perity ; to pay a due regard to the laws of 
our country, to fhew a high refpeft to our 
rulers, and a generous confidence in their 
wife adminift ration, to avoid a fa&ious and 
party fpirit ;* and, by proving ourfehres at 
all times the friends of order and of peace, to 
build up and fuftain our national fecurity, 
liberty, and independence. 

iv. Christians, more efpecially, fliould 
follow after the things which make for peace 
and tend to mutual edification. They owe 
this to the common caufe of the gofpel. 



* « Donarc inimicitias RcipuWica'Vl* ficrtfiee all privets an* 
rsofa'ut and difcords to the fublic good, was die advice of the. antieol 
Romans for the fecurity of their civil ftate. 
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They are by their profeffion all " members of 
one body," called " in one hope," fervants 
of " one Lord," difciples of the fame heav- 
enly teacher, intruded in " one faith," in- 
troduced in " one baptifm," and confecrated 
to the " one God and father of all ;" par- 
takers of the lame promifes, and fellow heirs 
f to die fame glorious inheritance* What 
bonds of union ace thefe ! What confidera- 
tions caa prevail to divide thafe thus can* 
ne&ed together by the moft (acred ties 4 . 
Shall they not always love with " one heart 
and one foul/* and " keep the unity of faith 
in the bonds of peace !" Convinced of the 
propriety of fuch a temper and condud of 
love and charity, let us, ray fellow chriftians, 
{pake it the fixed purpofe of our hearts to 
avoid all ftrifes and contentions ; to {acrifice 
all little party diftin&ions for mutual edifica- 
tion, for advancing the common intereft ; 
to cultivate and cherifh the kind affe&ions ; 
and to do all in our power to promote and 
preferve concord and unanimity, .harmony 
and pe ac e, that we may " excel to the edify- 
ing of the church,** and in the " love of the 
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brethren."* And be it remembered, that, 
while we follow alter the things which make 
for peace, we adorn the holy religion we 
profefi, as well as evidence to the world that 
we belong to that Jefus who is " the Prince 
of peace/' and who has laid that all men 
may know his difciples by the love they bear 
to one another. So that love is the badge 
and mark of the true chriftian : peace is his 
difpofiticn, and edification his defire. 

Acknowledged and accepted in this char- 
acter as the u children of God," may we all 
hereafter fhare " the fruits of righteoufnefs 
which are fown in peace for them that make 
peace," in a world where goodnefs flourishes 
in blifs eternal ! 

v. Lastlt. As masons let us never neg- 
lect to purfue the things which make for 
peace and mutual edification. The very 
genius and defign of our inftitution aflign us 

* Pope Alexander, in a letter recommending Peace between the 

kings of France and England, in 116a, has the following excellent 

remark : u Inter csetera bona, quae hominem amabilem proitmis, 

et placidnm Deo reddunt, illud fpecialiter aceeptum fore credi- 

atus, quod caritatem cordibus inferit, et anixnamm vinculum 

operatur." 

Rtmkr, Faedcra, torn i, p. ax. 
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this duty : its credit and profperity demand 
it of us* Recoiled: for one moment, my 
brethren, the peculiar fpirit, the appropriate 
objed of our aflbciation. Is it not to form 
us to the habits and the moft liberal exercife 
of charity and candor, forbearance and placa- 
bility, humanity and peace ? Are we not in- 
ftru&ed to wear " the ornament of a meek 
and quiet fpirit," and to retain " the law of 
Irindnefs in our mouth ?" Are we not in- 
ftru&ed not only to " dwell together in uni- 
ty," but to " follow peace with all men :" 
not only to " bear one another's burdens," 
but to " fulfil the whole law of love :" not 

r 

only to make the kindeft allowance for a 
brother's infirmities, but to condefcend to 
the peculiarities of other men, excufe their 
imperfections, and apologize for their fail- 
ings ? Yes ! We arc taught to fupprefs pri- 
vate prejudices and party ipirit ; to forget 
animofities and to liften to the voice of rec- 
onciliation ; to foften into gentlenefs and 
complaifance, fympathy and love ; and to 
prepare for all the duties of univerfal benevo- 
lence. And muft not the cultivation of 
fuch difpofiitions and habits have the moft 
happy influence on . general fociety ? Muft 



\ 
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not men thus inftru&ed be the friends of fe- 
cial tranquillity and public happinefs ? Cer- 
tainly ! And freb masons have always prov- 
ed fo. For ages they have maintained this 
character and merited this praife. And we 
may be affured that all fufpicions or declara- 
tions to the contrary, are unfounded, unde- 
ferved, and unjuft. Be it your care, my 
beloved brethren, to fliew that they are fo, 
by a conduft that will reflect honor upon 
the order. Shun whatever would fix a ftig- 
ma on its character, or raife a doubt of its 
worth. " Walk in wifdom towards them 
that are without/* Do not needlefsly excite 
their jealoufies, nor willingly provoke their 
difpleafure. Convince the world, by an 
amiable deportment, a wife demeanor, and a 
good example, that while Mafonry difcour- 
ages all imprudence and forbids all vice, it 
affifts the progrefs and the perfe&ion of hu- 
man virtue and happinefs. 

The officers and brethren of the lodge 
this day confecrated will be pleafed to accept 
my affe&ionate falutations. 

I congratulate you on the aufpicious 
occafion ! May 'all joy and happinefs ever 
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attend you ! May the beauteous edifice* you 
are ere&ing, be thfc fan&uary of p/irr, the 
afylum of rinrvE, the delightful abode of 
iofe t There may wisdom exalt her throne s 
there " reign silence and peace f" And 
may you improve the inftruftive kttures of 
the craft to the beft purpofes, and with the 
happieft effeft j till, having paffed the trials of 
this probationary ftate, you £haH be raifed to 
the temple not made with hands, eternal in 
the heavens, where aU is harmony, and love, 
and bUfs, uninterrupted and eternal ! 

"Finally, brethren, farewell. Be per- 

fed, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 

> 

live in peace \ and the God of love and 
peace be with you i" Amen* 

* The members of Montgomery Lodge have cre&ed and arc 
finifhing a large and hand fo me buiidiag for tbebr AlefiibUe*, ia 
the town of Franklin. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 



Ok thi festival or St. JOHN THE EVANGELIST i for the 

purpose or CHARITY. 



REMOTE from thofe contefts and 
revolutions which make Europe one vaft 
aceldama, we, my brethren, have opportu- 
nity, in thefe happy retreats of liberty and 
peace, to unite in thofe mild plans whofe 
unoftentatious objeft is charity, and whofe 
humble effeft is individual and focial benefit. 
And we now affemble to celebrate the fefti- 
val of " the difciple whom JESUS loved"— 
holt saint JOHN, the patron of our order ; 
with the more exprefs purpofe of calling into 
exercife the virtues which JESUS loved ; be- 
nefolence and CHARITY ; the diftinguifliing 
charafteriftics of tlje mafonic inftitution. 

Were there nothing congenial in the 
fentiments of the liberal, were there noth« 
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ing affimilating in the tempers of the be- 
nevolent, that mind muft furely be warped 
from every generous impulfe of humanity, 
which is not gladdened at the fair occafion 
the prefent offers of congratulating the 
progrefs of a fociety formed with the exprefe 
defign of leffening the aggregate of human 
mifery and increaiing the fum of human 
happinefs. 

This is your folemn, yet joyous feftival, 
my brethren. Not the feaft in which appe- 
tite is pampered or fenfuality indulged ; but 
where the moral tafte is gratified, and the 
bowels of mercy refreshed: the feaft to 
which the poor and the afflided are invited, 
that their wants may be fupplied and their 
hearts comforted. 

So well am I allured of your readinefs to 
every good work of hofpitality and benefi- 
cence, that I have little elfe to do than to 
affift your kind offices and fecond your en- 
1 deavors. In my prefent addrefs, I pretend 
not to inftruft you in a duty already familiar 
and in happy operation ; but (hall only take 
the liberty of " ftirring up your pure minds 
by way of remembrance," and of pointing 
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xtot thofe channels in "which your bounty 
will flow with the moft certain advantage 
and permanent eflfed. A3 a text to my dif- 
conrfe, (if it be not too late to introduce 
one,) I would ufe thofe words inferted in the 
35th verfe of the xxvth chapter of LEVTTl* 

cus. 

— « If tht brother be waxen poor and 
fallen into decat with thee, thou shalt 
relieve him ; tea though he be a stranger 
or sojourner, that he mat uv% with 

THEE." 

This is the admirable injuii&ion of the 
jewifh legiflator. He had been ftating the 
law for the inftitution of the jubilee, or year 
of liberty. This was to take place every 
fiftieth year. It was a feafon of national 
reft, feftivity and joy. Care ceafed and 
labor was fufpended. The ground remained 
untilled, and whatever it fpontaneoufty pro- 
duced belonged to the poor and needy. 
Slaves were manumitted, captives releafed, 
and prisoners fet free. All debts were can- 
celled, all controverfies adjufted, all law-fuxts 
terminated. Mortgaged and alienated eftates 
reverted back to their original owners j for 
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thefe were fo entailed that the right heir 
could never be wholly excluded from his 
patrimony* This law was intended to pre- 
ferve a perfeft dlftinftion of tribes and fami- 
lies; to fix the Jews in Canaan, and attach 
them to the country ; to cut off the means 
and fupprefs the greedinefs of heaping up 
wealth ; to prevent the rich from opprefling 
the poor ; and to preferve, as much as poffi- 
ble, the equality of their fortunes and con- 
dition.* 

But to guard againft the uneafinefs fuch a 
liquidation of debt and reverfion of property 
might occafion j or rather, to prevent any 
from the neceffity of incumbering or alienat- 
ing their eftates to get a livelihood ; it was 
made a folemn requifition that the more 
fortunate and opulent fhould exercife the 
utmoft charity and compaffion to their 
brethren under decay; contribute to their 
relief by every means in their power j and 

* For this end their genealogical records, weje, of neceffity, to be 
carefully kept, that they might be able to prove their right to the 
inheritance of their anceftors. By this mean, in after times, the 
family of the Meffiah was readily and fully afcertained, to be, as 
the prophets had foretold, « of the tribe of Judah and lineage of 
David." 

Cuneus, dc Repub. Heir. lib. I. C. £. 
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lend them money, if they defired it, to be 
repaid as they could make it moft conve- 
nient, and without demanding any thing for 
its ufe. They were bidden to extend their 
affiftance even tojlrangers and fojourners, as 
well as neighbors and fellow citizens : for 
the exercife of benevolence fliould not be 
confined to kindred nor limited to place ; 
every human being who needs, has a claim 
to its regards.* 

Some of the beforementioned regulations, 
to be fure, were peculiarly accommodated to 
the jewifli commonwealth, and are not ap- 
plicable to any other condition of civil foci- 
ety : but the difinterefted and generous prin- 
ciples on which they are founded belong to 

THE PERPETUAL CODE OF HUMANITY. 

Although an equalization of property 
and a community of goods was attempted 
among the feft chriftian converts,! yet it is 

* « Charity is a complete and confident thing. It is not ifegment 
but a circle. Its affections ftrcam from Goo, as their centre ; all 
mankind compofe their circumference : they go forth, not only in 
one, but in all directions towards the production of others good." 

FAWCtTTj 

f Ads ii 44, 45 ; and iv. 3 a. 



I 



j6 On the charitable pttrpofes 

evident that it was sot intended that the 
curcumftances of mankind in after ages \ 

ibould thus be adjufted. Special reafons 
made it expedient then, which would never 
operate again* 

In fzuft, a perfect equality of ftation 2nd 
poffeffion, however pleating in r theory, is not 
reducible to ( praftice. Manlwxd are too 
corrupt and felfifli for fuch a condition to 
continue long, were it once introduced. 
The ftrong would foon take advantage of 
the weak, and filch by power a larger (hare 
from the common ftock. Cupidity would 
accumulate, and avarice prevent difiufion. 
And, while the induftrious increafed their 

property, the indolent would become poor. 

i 

But even were this equalization poffible, 
it would not be defirable : for it would be 
incompatible with improvement and un- 
favorable to virtue. There would be no 
ftimulus to mental application, and no ufe 
for intellectual improvement. Induftry and 
indolence would have the iame fuccefe. 
Merit would fail of promotion ; and perfor- 
mance, of reward. The chain of mutual 
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dependence, which renders us according to 
the expreflkm of St, Peter, " fcbjeft one to 
another/' would be broken* There would 
be no room for a reciprocity: of landneffcs, 
no opportunity for the beftowment of 
charity , and nothing to call into exercife 
thofe benevolent affeltion* and tender fym- 
pathies which are the ornament of out 
{pedes and the proBfic caufes of individual 
and fecial happinefs. 

Instead, therefore, of making any vain 
attempt to bring the conditions of mankind 
to a common ftandard ; or indulging any 
idle wiihes that they were more upon a 
level; it is much more expedient, com- 
mendable, and proper, that the rich and 
the poor, by a mutual interchange of good 
offices, fhould contribute to each other's 
accommodation and comfort ; that the abun- 
dance of the one fhould be freely and gen- 
eroufly beftowed to fupply the wants of the 
other ; anchthat thus, as Saint Paul enjoins, 
" there may be in fome fort an equality."* 

Have we been fortunate in the labors of 
induftry, or fuccdsful in the enterprizes of 

• % Cor. viii. 14. 
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bufinefe ; have our ftorcs been increased by 
the fucceffive feafons of produ&ive years ; 
have our riches been rolled in with the pro- 
pitious tide, or wafted home by the favoring 
gale ? This is under the aufpices of heaven. 
" Not our hand, nor our might hath gotten 
us this wealth/' It is bellowed by a bleffing 
we did not deferve, and fecured from contin- 
gencies we could not control ; that in its ufe 
we might be happy, and make others fo too. 
It is conferred on us by the fupreme Propri- 
etor, not to fupport our indolence or pamper 
our luxury, not to be hoarded by our ava- 
rice, or fquandered by our profligacy j but 
that we might be made u ftewards of the 
manifold grace of God," and almoners of 
his bounty to the poor. 

But, as it cannot be expefted, that, while 
the claims are £b repeated and the claimants 
fo numerous, even, , the beft difpofed and 
moft liberal individual can fatisfy all their 
wants ; it has been found adviikble to form 
an affociation, which, uniting the means of 
the provident and the bountiful, might col- 
left their contributions and their <c alms into 
a ftore houfe" of fupplies for numbers. And 
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this, my hearers, is one main defign of the 
fociety whofe anniverfary feftival makes this 
day the jubilee of humanity. 

Though the manner and the trieafure of 
our charity be a profound fecret, yet it is 
generally known that our inftitution eftab- 
li flies a fond folr charity, and provides 
refources for the unfortunate ; and that it 
fuperadds to the common law of our nature 
and the exprefs injunctions of religion anoth- 
er reafon for the exercife of benevolence, and 
another motive to the beftowment of gene- 
rofity. And you, my brethren, have often 
felt with what engaging and perfuafive em- 
phafis the importance of brotherlt love 9 
relief, and TRUTH, are inculcated in our lec- 
tures. The firft renders us affectionate y the 
fecond generous, the third juft. To brotherly 
kindnefs is added charity ; and both are 
crowned with fidelity, and fecured with 
juftice. 

Our excellent book of constitutions has 
affertedj* what I am fure your own hearts 
witnefs, that, " to afford fuccor to the dif- 
treffed, to divide our bread with the induftri- 

• Chapter L Scdion 3. 
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<ras poor, and to ptit the mifguided traveller 
into the way, are duties of the craft, fiiitable 
to its dignity and expreffive of its ufefulnefs. 
But, though a Mafon is never to fhut his ear 
unkindly againft the complaints of any of 
the human race, yet, when a brother is op* 
prefled or fuffers, he is in a more peculiar 
manner called upon to open his whole foul 
in love and companion to him, and to re* 
lieve " him, without prejudice, according to 
his capacity." 

The prefent occafion, which reminds you 
of the benevolent piirpofes of our afibciation, 
prompts you to inquire if any brother be wax- 
en poor through misfortune, or fallen into decay 
through ficknefs, that you may repair his 
loffes or relieve his diftrefs ? If any Jiranger 
orfojourner from a foreign land need the wel- 
come of your hofpitality or the affiftance of 
your bounty, that he may live with you ? If the 
defolate widow of fome deceafed member be 
in necei&tous circumftances, or his helplefs 
orphans require protection or maintenance I 
Thefe are the tender inquiries of the day. 
Here are the channels opened for the cur- 
rent of your affe&ion, and the beftowment 
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of your charity* Here your coxnpaffion 
may operate without jroftraint, and your 
benefa&ions he applied in the worthidt man- 
ner. Ton may hare the' pleafing refle&ion 
that you fupply the neceflities of thofe who 
are aUied to you by the rooft endearing ties, 
nnd difcharge one of the char*&e?iftic duties 
of the mafonic institution. 

Wherefore, my brethren, do you carry 
corr 9 wine, and oil in your proceflions, but to 
remind you, that, in the pilgrimage of hu r 
man life you are to impart a portion of your 
bread to feed the hungry, to fend a cup of 
your wine to cheer the forrowful, and to 
pour the healing oil of your confolation into 
the wounds which ficknefs hath made in the 
bodies or affliction rent in the hearts of your 
fellow travellers ? 

Hasten, then, to perform thefe affe&ionate 
fervices j and " thus fulfil the whole law of 
love !" " The bleffing of thofe who are ready 
to perifh will come upon you," accompanied 
with the approbation and followed by the 
reward of the divide philanthropist, 
" Then, in that awful day, whep the fec^ets 
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of all hearts fhall be difclofed, the gazing 
multitude who have curioufly inquired our 
fecret fliall be aftoniftied to know that the 
greate/i deep cf Mafonic fecrecy was the uitjpUB- 
lished act of noiNG good /"* The memorials 
of your beneficence will prove your paffport 
to the blifsful feats of eternity ! You will be 
received to that glorious fociety where there 
will be no neceffitous objeds to excite com- 
panion ; but where your bounty to fuch on 
earth will meet a liberal recompence, and 
the divine principle of charity forever re- 
main a facred band to unite us to one anoth- 

* 

er and to the God of love who is the 
fpring of immortal joy ! 

* kev. JtTH&o Inwood'* Sermons, p. uy. 
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DISCOURSE V. 

BttoKt a CHAPTER o* MOTAl-AMCB MASONS. 



He THAT HATH AN MAM TO BEAM* LEST MtlM 

jxeae, what the great high Prie/i <jf m& prcfsfc 
fim hath promifed, 

REVELATIONS iu 17. 

TO HIM THAT OVEECOMETH WILL I GIVM TO MAX 
OF THE HIDDEN MANNA, AND I WILL GIVM HIM 
A WHITE STONE, AND IN THE STONE A NEW 
NAME, WMITTEN, WHICH NO MAN KNOWETR 
EATING BE THA!t M&CEirBTH IT. 

I HIS fublimc prontife has a peculiar 
jignifiqance to thofe mho hfcve been admitted 
the vail of the mafomc temple. 



With that caution which becomes.me in 
addrefiing a mixed audience, I will take the 
liberty of explaining the paflage, for the pur- 
pofe of pointing out thofe motives which 
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it fuggcfts to a patient perfeverance in the 
ways of well doing. 

Though this chapter of the Apocalypfe, 
and tho one preceding, be particularly ad- 
dreffed to the churches of Afia, yet the 
threatenings and the promifes they contain 
are introduced with a folemnity which be* 
fpeaks them intended for the caution and 
encouragement of chriftians in general in all 
fucceeding ages, fo long as the vices they 
reprove and the virtues they commend 
fhall be found in the world. 

"Eye hath not feen, nor ear heard, 
neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which Gob hath prepared for 
them that love him. But God hath re- 
vealed them unto us by his fpirit : for the 
fpirit fearcheth all things, yea the deep 
things of God. 1,# Thefe inconceivable glo- 
ries are defcribed to us in a way conform- 
able to our narrow intellects. Were fpirit- 
nal and heavenly Joys reprefented as they 
really are, and defined by their own proper 
names and qualities, we fhould be utterly 

* x Cor. SL £ xot 
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tonable to comprehend them, and therefore 
very incompetent judges of their value. In 
condefcenfion, therefore, to our limited fac- 
ulties, fuch metaphors are ufed in the holy 
fcriptures in revealing to us " the hidden 
myfteries" of the future life, as are within 
the comprehenfion of the human mind, and, 
in fome fort, accommodated to the feelings 

« 

and wifhes of the human heart. Among 
thefe is the promife of our text, which I {hall 
now proceed to explain. 

Without quoting the various conje&ures 
of commentators and critics into its mean- 
ing, all of which I {hall take the liberty to 
reje& as contradi&ory or inapplicable j I 
{hall at once Hate what I conceive to be the 
import of the paffage. 

1. The firft part of the promife has un- 
doubtedly a reference to that miraculous 
provifion made for the children of Ifrael in 
the wildernefs by the immediate- hand of 
God. The " hidden manna" alludes to that 
fample of this bread which was laid up before 
the Lord in the ark of the covenant ;* and 
jby it is intended " that meat which endureth 

* Compare Exod. xvi. 33. Heb. is. 4. " 
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unto weriafting life," that Spiritual food 
with which the foui fliall be amply fnppfied 
in the heavenly ftate, Where afl its refined 
defires ihatt be fatty grtfcifiecL 

" Lord evermore give us this bread P* 
When the laborers fliall be called from work 
to refreshment, and the Grand Mafter fhalt 
clofe the earthly lodge to Open upon the firff 
ftep of eternity, may We be admitted to the 
privilege and raifcd to the honor of eating 
and drinking with him at his table ;* and 
be abundantly Satisfied with the goodnefs of 
his houfe, even of his holy temple !f 

ii. The othet claufe of the verfe we are 
confidering relates to a particular cuftom 
among the antients with which they com- 
menced and perpetuated a refined friendfhip, 
3?6r this purpofe the Contracting parties took 
a finall piece of bone, ivory or ftone, and 
dividing it irito equal and fimifor pttrts, One 
of the perfons wrote his name upon one 
of thefe, and his friend upon the other j 
and they made a mutual (exchange. This 
little ticket, or " keep-fake," was retained as 
a fecred pledge and remembrancer of an 

* j#uke xxiL 30. f P&L tar. 4. 
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attachment the tnoft fktirtd and intf olabk, 
entire a»d permanent, that could be formed. 
Including the word, Jlgn 9 and token of an en* 
deared fraternity, it **as the mean tif afcer- 
taimhg the objeft of the heart's afifeaaon* 
aftef many years abfence, and of fecurihg for 
him a welcome to the privileges and a (hare 
in the endearments of hofpitaHty and love* 
Of courfe the token was carefully preferred* 
Though, in itfelf confidered, of frnalleft 
worth ; yet, as the ^memorial of a higMy 
efteemed friend, as it renewed thofe kind 
emotions of which he was the objefl:, and 
called up a hiftory on which the heart de- 
lighted to dwell, its Value became ineftimable. 
And left fome one elfe fhould take the ad- 
vantage of It, the poffeffor kept it with great 
privacy, and cautioufly Concealed from every 
one the name or mark engraved upon it. 

Supposing our text to relate to this cus- 
tom > what a delightful train of ideas does it 
fuggeft! 

Ik zfpiritualfenfe*, the promife is to thfc 
effeft, that the man op triumphant firtub 

SHALL 3£ REWA1WED ST TH£ FAVOR AW fJUMV* 
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SHIP OF MIS DIVINE REDEEMER. ThtS truly 

pleafing affurance is alfo given or implied in 
feveral other pafiages of the New Teftament, 
" not in the language of mere affirmation 
only, but in a great variety of figurative, 
animated expreffions, fo as to convey to the 
imagination as well as to the reafon and 
judgment, the livelieft and deepeft impref- 
fions of its truth and import."* Here we 
perceive the affe&ions of the heart dire&ed 
to the fcene of their pobleft exercife ; and 
the virtues of the chriftian character ripening 
for a fphere of exalted blifs. And here we 
are affured that in another and better world 
the true follower of Jcfus fhall be admitted 
to a friendfhip, the pledges and the privi- 
leges, the fatisfa&ions and the glories of 
which, can be felt, underftood, and realized 
only by the honored and highly favored receiver. 

To ufe the words of Doftor Toung, on a 
fimilar fubjed : " Is not this almoft too 

much for human modefty to mention, for 

human frailty to credit ; and oh ! is it not 

£ar too much for human gratitude to leave 

* Confult John xv. i, a. nii. 30. Rom. vtfi %<). % Cor. iii 
l%* xik. 17. Rev. iii ao. xias. % 
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^proclaimed, unadorcd ! O blcffcd revela- 
tion that opens fuch wonders!" What en- 
couragement and hope are here ! Who would 
exchange the frame of mind which even the 
bare anticipation of fuch happinefi produces, 
if nature could fupport it, for any other ? 
Who is there that would not wifh to be of 
the number thus diftinguiftied ? Who but 
would be glad to have his fidelity thus ac- 
knowledged, his virtue thus rewarded, his 
eternal interfts thus fecured ? What joy will 
tranfport thy heart, christian, at this pleat- 
ing tranfa&ion ! How will the fons of God 
congratulate thee upon this moil honorable 
teftimony to thy integrity and fidelity ! 
How will thy fellow faints rejoice with thee 
in mutually fharing the commendation and 
iendfhip of the beft of beings ! 



In this view, how great, how excellent, is 
the chriftian profeffion ; how high and dig- 
nifying the workoflifc! What can be a no- 
bler objeft of purfuit than the fricndfhip of 
Jefus ! What more worthy method of pur- 
fuing it than by ftedfaftnefs and perfeverapee 
in the ways of well doing ! 



* ' 



1 
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Tmt mutual operations of fincere and v» 
tuous affe&ion, even in thk world, th6ngh 
often weak and Intermitting, are acoompaa* 
ied with fo much fatisfa&ion, that, next t* 
the confcioufhefc of doing well, aflnrance of 
the divine approbation, and the hope of 
heaven, it is die greateft enjoyment we 
have. But, fweet and endearing as it may 
prove, it partakes fo much of human impar* 
fe&on, is fo liable to interruption, and may 
fo foon he fufpended by death, that we can* 

not jttft in any earthly connedion, as com- 
pletely fatisfying, uftdiftuibed, or fecure. 
But the heavenly union has none of this 
allay, none of this uncertainty ; it is perfeft, 
indftfoluble. " The joy hereafter to be re- 
vealed" is fubftantial and fincere ; large as 
the capacities of our immortal fouls, and lafb* 
ing as the duration of eternity ! 

If there be fuch a ftate of future happiudb 
as we have been defcribing, fuch a fublime 
connection with all that is perfect and great 
in «hc univerie, to U nothing wonh . 
Jingle thought compared with making provi- 
fion for it. Highly neceflary is it to begin 
to be that which we hope to bci forever, and 
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id enter upon that way of living in which 
to* hope to Kve to all etetnity. " Every 
mam who hath this hope purifieth himfelf as 
Chrift the Lord is pure/' 

Assured that he acknowledges thofe only 

* * 

as his friends who do whatfoever he coin* 
mandeth ; # ihould we not be ready to yield 
a confta&t obedience to all his -requirements, 
*' and follow all his will ?" Knowing that 
" the fecret of the Lord is with them that 
ferve him ;"f ihould we not now cultivate 
the favor, and fecure an interest in the love 
of that Betng 9 whofe future friendfhip is the 
ambition of our fouls, " the prize of our 
high calling ?" How ought we to maintain, 
in the whole of our deportment, that purity 
and dignity which become an expe&ation fo 
noble ! How defirous ihould we be of a 
nearer affimilation with our exalted friend, 
remembering that " he who is joined with 
the Lord is of one fpirit."J 

May God teach us more of that hidden 
wifdom which they only know who are 

• Joh. xr. 14. t PfcL «▼. *4» 

\ i Cor. vi. 17, 
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truly initiated into real chriftianity ! « that 
our hearts might be comforted, being knit 
together in love, and unto all riches of the 
full affurance of understanding, to the acknow- 
ledgment of the myftery of God the father, 
and of Chrift, in whom are hid all the treaf- 
ures of wifdom and knowledge/ 9 * 

To you, my beloved and venerable com* 
panions, who are acquainted with the mean* 
ing and ufes of the diftinguifhing fymbol of 
the master mark mason-) the explanation of 
this paflage and the antient cuftom to which 
it alludes, will be very inftrudive and encour* 
aging. 

"Mart Mafttrs all appear 
Before the chief Cerfeer ; 

View there thejhne, 
On which appears the name 
That raifes high the fame 
Of all to whom the fame * 

Is truly known F 

The ftone which bears " the myftic word'* 
is legible only by thofe who have been 
taught the interpretation : by others it is 

• Colofs. il *, 3, 
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reje&ed as infignificant, or confidered as u a 
ftone of ftumbling and a rock of offence/' 

Though, therefore, you fay to the inquifi- 
tive, as the angel to Manoah, c< Why afkeft 
thou after my name, feeing it is fecret ?" to 
you it is known as the fymbol of your ex- 
pected reward. You learn the honor of 
having " your names written in heaven."* 
You indulge the cheering hope, that, though 
diftance divide or death interrupt the union 
of virtuous minds, it will be renewed in a 
more improved form when you fhall meet 
again in the most holt place, and be com- 
f anions forever. 

Often let us think of that glorious fociety 
amongft whom we are enrolled as members ; 
rejoice in the privileges and honors which 
refult from fuch a relation to it ; and afpire 
to the dignity and felicity promifed to thofe 
who fhall feaft upon " the heavenly manna," 
, and be " called by the new name which the 
mouth of the Lord fhall name !"t Then 
fhall we not only " have fellowihip with one 

•Luke i.30. \U*LhaL** 
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another/ 9 but " our fellowfliip will be with 
the Father, and with his Son Jefus Chrift ,,# 



Let the hopes of meeting with this great 
reward, animate us ip all our toils and labors 
through the wearifome pilgrimage of this 
life, and encourage us in the practice of 
thofe duties and to the acquirement of thofc 
virtues that may render us meet to be par* 
takers of it. Let us rife from the love of 
m?n to the love of God : and let usfo culti- 
vate human friendship as at length to* be- 
come worthy of the divine ! 

• i Job. i 37. 
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DzLIVERED BEFORE THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OB KINO 

> ' SOLOMON'S LODGE in Charlbstown, June 14, 1796, 

BEING THE FESTIVAL OF ST. JOHN THE BaFTIST. 



MATTHEW 2; 16. 

BEHOLD I SEND YOU PORTH AS SHEEP AMONG 
WOLVES: BE YE THEREFORE WISE AS SERPENTS 
AND HARMLESS AS DOPES. 

IN thcfe words our Saviour addreffed 
his apoftles, whom he fent forth into the • 
-world to teach and to recommend his relig- 
ion by their inftru Aion and example. At 
the lame time he very frankly warned them 
of the dangers to which they would be ex- 
pofed, and compelled them how to condud 
fo a? to fliun, or to bear, the oppofition they 
jnuft expeft, Making a ftrong and expref- 

five allufion, to the known qualities of fQirifc 

«• . < « * 

of the inferior animals, he bid them take a 
tint of the expediency of patience from the 



ioo Mafamc emblem explained. 

iheep, % leflbn of wifdom from the ferpent, a 
recommendation of harmldsnefe from the 
dove. Such allufions to fenfiblc objeds wa* 
one of the earlieft, the eafieft, and moft en- 
gaging methods of inftrufting mankind in 
moral and divine truths. AffcmbKng upa* 
ges from nature, it fpeaks to the underftand- 
ing by the fenfes. Thefe pleaifrig iHaftra- 
tions lead us, by an eafy proce&, to form the 
mod important, and often times the moft 
fublime ideas, from .things mofr familiar and 
intelligible. Hence the loftinefs of ftyle and 
ientiment, the rich imagery, the animated 
defcription, the enchanting grace, which per- 
vade and embellifh all the produ&ions of the 
Eaft. And hence the admirable tiffue of al- 
* legory and metaphor with which they deco* 
rated wifdom and virtue, x This method of 
imparting the moft fage and fahitary leflbns 
was, by our Lord, repeatedly ufed with the 
happieft efficacy. Our text is a pleafing in- 
fiance. The purport of the advice k con- 
tains is, that his difciples fliouid aft with 
prudence, caution, and mildnefs ; and exhib- 
it fuch traits of inoffenfivenefs, wifdom, and 
innocence, as to give no occafion for any 
thing to be alledged againft them or their 
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dk)ftt»e f ftor any handle fqr their bcfing ifl 
ifieL Thefc admonitions* my hearers, arc 
ttfl important and falutary. No individual « 
perfbn, no* any bodyof men, can be beyond 
the aecefiky of their fervice. And there is 
fcarcely a day but calls for their exercife and 
difplays their utility* Let me afifare myfelf, 
then, that this large and refpedable aflexnbly 
will not be difpleafed if I dwell, a little, up> 
on the important qualities enjoined and rec- 
ommended in our text : while my beloved 
brethren of the free mason society ac- 
knowledge my obedience to their commif- 
fion, in my public defence and illuftration of 
their primary and favorite principles. . . 

Since he who is " the Mighty Councilor" 
loth thought fit to fet forth this inftrudion, 
to which I would lead you, under the $x- 
preflive emblems of the sheep, the serpent 
and the dove, it may be very proper for us 
to obferve what there is in thefe animals 
that affords matter for our imitation with 
reference to our conducing of ourfelves in 
the world. 

i. From the Jbeep we may learn patience 
and silence. Thefe are, on many occasions, 

% G2 
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very becoming, difcreet, and laudable, but* 
pre-eminently requifite in fituations expofidk 
to difingenuous oppofition or taunting re- 
proach. In 4uch circumftances the blefled 
Saviour gave thefe qualities the expreffivc 
recommendation of his own example. " He 
Was led as a lamb to the daughter ; and as 
a fheep before her fliearers is dumb, fo he 
opened not his mouth." 

11. Our Lord, defigning to join wisdom 
and innocence together, propofes the fer- 
pent for the one, and the dove for the other : 
to let his difciples know that he allows tljem 
fo much wifdom as is confident with inno* 
cence, and perfuades them to no more fim- 

plicity than is confiftent with wifdom. A 

» 

reference is made to the commendable qualities 
of both ; that what was wanting in one 
might be fupplied from the other ; and that 
from their conjunction might refult a per- 
feft wifdom free from all guile, and a well 
guarded innocence without the leaft mixture 
of indifcretion. This would produce a char- 
after at once fuperior to the iniquitous con- 
trivance of fraud and the yielding timorouf- 
nefs of mental imbecility j too generous tp 



M&ftmk emblems explained 1 05 

impofe upon others, and too cautious to. be 
jmpofed upon. 

Whatever ikffi or prudence we may pof- 
fefs feparate from inoffenfivenefs, our fkill is 
dangerous, and our prudence ineffe&ual : 
the former may terminate in deftruftive mif- 
chief, and the latter degenerate into con- 
traded felfiihnefs. Wifdom without inno- 
cence tun\s into craft and cunning, and fim- 
plicity without wifdom is mere folly.* So 
hazardous, alio, is our fituation amidft the 
corruptions of the world, that even blame- 
lefsnefs yields not fecurity :f it will only ex- 
pofe us unlefs it be guarded by difcretion. 
The chriftian fathers often infift upon both 
of thefe, and join them together. " Let no 
man impofe upon you, faith Ignatius,} and 
fee that you do not impofe upon any one.** 
Jerom thus recommends jj| " have the fim- 

* " Scientia, qu* a juftitia ct honeftate fejun&a eft, caliditaa 
potius quam fapientia eft appellanda." Cicero de off*. L I. 

" fcrudentia, abfque fimplicitata, malitia eft : et fimplicltas, 
abfque ratione, ftultitia nominator." Hieron. fuper Ofeam. 

f u Parum tuta per feipla probitas eft.'* Sallust. 

\ Ignatius, epift. ad Ephes. 

|| M Habcto fimplicitatem columbse, ne cuiquam machineris 
dolos ; et ferpentis aftutiam, ne aliorum fupplanteris infiduV* 
Hieron. epift. ad Paalin. 
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jpKdty of the dare, that thou«ay«* not con- 
trive to cheat any one ; and tke warkpris 
-of the ferpent that thou mayeft not be iup- 
planted by the {hares that others lay for 
thee." Gregory Nazianzen {aid of his father 
that " he neither fuffered the wifdom of the 
ferpent to degenerate into cunning, nor the 
innocence of the dove into indifcretion j but 
made up one complete kind of virtue from 
the union of both together."* This union 
he afterwards defcribes under the name of 
«' goodnefs combined with understanding :" 
by Hilary it is called " wife fimplidty."t It 
is this union of wisdom and innocence 
which perfeds the character of man. It gives 
him 4 all that commands refpeft and conciliates 
^fteem ; all that is venerable, and all that u 
lovely* The injun&ion, then, may bear re* 
peating, that we blend the wifdom of the 
ferpent without its malignity/ with the inno- 
cence of the dpve without its fillinefs. la 
&ort, to defignatc our wifdom as coming 
from above, it muft be *' firft pure, then peace- 
able, gentle, eafy to be intreated, full of 

* G&igok. NAiiANz^Orat. 19. 
f " Sapiens fimplicitas." 



hhfmc mkbrn 4*pi*h&/. t*j 

mercy and good fruits, without partiality 
afid without hypocrify," 

These hints for the better underftandin^ 
of the text being premifed* let us proceed to 
cpnfider tjiefe things feparately j that is to 
lay, let us inftance wherein we may lawfully 
imitate the wifdom of the ferpent, or advan* 
tageoufly difplay the harmlefiiiefs of the 
dove. 

From Temoteft antiquity to the prefent 
day the ferpent has been remarkable for a 
peculiar penetration and artfiilnefs.* This 
rendered him, unhappily, a fit inftrument, 
under the management of the malignant de* 
ceiver. to effe&uate the fall of man. This 
natural fagacity was not evil in itfelf, how* 
ever the abufeofit, by the 1 devil's means, 
was unfpeakably evil and deftru&ive.f 

• See fome remarkable ftories of the fagacity of ferpents, in ?u» 
»Y, Mat. Hilt L xii* c. 23. 27. 

f The character which is given of t&is animal by the &cr*t 
hiftorian, Genefis $4. chapter, may denote rather hit fettle* free, 
and infiiHtatwig nature, than any original maUcjkniihclt : thai « 
before the fall, the ferpent was mild, tradable, and more familiar 
with man than any other creature ; and ftrongly intimates that he 
had won the attention and gained the good liking of our fiift 
parents. For when God fays he will put enmity betwen the fer- 
pent and woman, the implication ntuft be that there was feme 
fort of kindncfo and frinndftiip between them befote. Tins wm 
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- From this difaftr ous period enmity irreo 
oncilable has fubfifted between the ferpenti 
soxd man. It is natural for us to dread even 
the tool by which we have been wounded, 
though we cannot predicate guilt of the in- 
ftrument, or rationally account for our aver- 
lion. But this need not prejudice us againft' 
the inftruftion we may hence derive. Let 
me make the creature which was inftru- 
mental in teaching our progenitor evil and 
mifery, inftrumental in teaching us, his de- 
fendants, good and happinefs.* 

i. The firft leflbn of wifdom we may learn 
from the ferpent is that of prudence. This 
animal is faid always to endeavor, when af- 
faulted to defend his head; he fecures that, if 
it be poflible, though the body be expofed.f 

the fentiment of the antient and modern Jews, and of feveral oC 
the Chriftian Fathers. [See Josephus, antiq. lib, x. c. %, Rabbi 
Isaac Abarbinel. R. Maimonides, more nevosbim, p. xL c. 30. R. 
Menachem. BasxL, bomil. dc paradifo* Damascen. de fide, L %, 
c. 10.] And it may be well to recoiled: that the Hebrew word 
fenar whence the Latin word gnarus) here translated fobtil does 
not fignify craft, or infidiotrfhefs, but knowing ; and fo the Seven* 
ty Interpreters have rendered it : and they employ the fame greek 
*ord which our Saviour ufes in the text we are explaining. 

• « Fa* eft ab hoftc docerL" 

f « In prsefentiffimo vita periculo totum corpus icHbu* objici* 
■Dt, ut caput occultentato^ue integrum fervent," 

PUM. mat. BiJL 
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4 ... 

' • * * 

It becomes us, in imitation of this, when 
expofed to danger, to take care to defend 
and fecure the capital, the principal, the chief 
concern.* 

2. Wfi may learn from the ferpent pempi- 
'cacity and circumspection. The antietttt 
have celebrated all the fpedes for qukknefs of 
fighu\ Hence the poets have placed them as 
keepers of the garden of the Hefpetides.f 
He who has joined prudence to his wifdom will 
acquire thefe alfo. He will look about him : 
efpy both his advantage and his danger ; 
efpecially if by difcerning the latter he may 
know how to bring about the former. His 
watchfulnefe will either prevent the evil 

* • The fmdent man forcfecth the evil and hideth him&lf " 

Prov. xxiL 3> 

f So the name of the ferpent in greek comes from the verb 
which fignifies to fee, 

M tarn cerais acutum 



Quam aut aquila, aut ferpens epidaurius." 

Ho*, til. t.fat. 3. 

J Dion. 4. Ovin, metam. iv. 637. ix. 9a Hvoin, tab. 30. ArOt- 
ton. iii. c. 5. Hesxod. thfgn. v. 2x5. 

It Si Orange that thofe who have pretended to explain the aa- 
tient mythology have not difcovercd in this fable the lineaments 
of refcmblance to the hiftory which Mofcs gives of the fall of 
man. One can furely fee here the prohibited apples, the guarded 
tree, and the ferpent. 



/ 
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Ward deportment fhould be prepoflcfibg : 
it ihould have a polifhed grace* Then it will 
prove a kind of letter of introduction to the 
good opinion of thofe who have not better 
means of knowing us. By becoming more 
agreeable wc may render ourfelves the more 
ufeful. But the man of roughnefs will be 
either negle&ed or defpifed. . 

There is an inference yet more inftruaive 
and important to be derived from this pecu- 
liar circumftance in the hiftory of the fer- 
pent. We are by it reminded of that moral 
renovation of .life our religion enjoins, 
Would we become " wife unto felvation/* 
we muft " put off the old man*- be renewed 
in the fpirit of .our minds, and put on the 
new man which is created in righteoufnefi 
jind true holine^*" 

And, then ft ill farther may we extend the 
metaphor to that more perfeft transforma- 
tion, when our* vile bodies fhall be changed 
after the fafhion of Chrift's moft glorious 
body, and this mortal lhall be clothed wklj 

immortality • A, - .. .. 4 

■ - . •• » 

_ 4 

' 1 

1 ' These* ihrte Jbugei of advance, from mu 
formed rbughnefs to complete -perfe&ion, 
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are undferftocxl by my brethren of the lodge 
in a manner emphatically clear ' and ' import* 
ant. Here they involve fome of the fubKm- 
eft myftcries of Free Mafohry. But here * 
folemn awe pervades my foul : nor would 
my trembling hand prefumc to draw aftde 
the veil which hides the bright, tranfeenden* 
cyofwifdom* 

* ' * 

in. Let us turn, my brethren, from inefc 
fable wonders and overdazzling fplendors to 
the contemplation of thofe mild and lovely 
gracefe prefigured to. us in the fymbol of the 
dove. Thus we ceafe to gafce at the glorious 
magnificence of the fetting fun, to" view the 

tempered radiance of the .ftarry Iky. 

•■ • 

Without dwelling upon particulars, it 
will be Efficient here to enumerate fome. of 

i 

thofe qualities afcribable to thexlove proper 

for our imitation. At the head of thefe are 

» > 

HARMLESSNESS, MILDNESS, and INNOCENCE. 

The bird has always been the emblem of 

• - » p 

thefe. indeed it is fo remarkable for being 
placid and gentle that the antients fuppofed 
it had no galL* Doves are,iaflb, familiar, 

• Pun. not. bifi, L IO. c. 34. Ovid mttamorp. I 7. v. 369. 
Clemens Alex. fadagX 1. c. 5. Tirtul. de laftifmo, c. 8. Isio* 
doe. trig. L 12., Gssaucs, UiaL 4. ap. 191. HoEAroitzNXfu 
kUrogl, I. %. c. 48. 




MtfiofoME^ and peace abi.r> . They take W 
jnsics tithe* than offer them. They are Jifcs- 
wHe . figtudized far being purs andvcHAsra* 
vtj ixmsG and very constant jn affec- 
tion* They feemtohave a social Disposi- 
tion, and go is flocks. And they as* laid 
taherrrmiL and cgmassidnaTb,* Suck 
lordly qualities have always infured them the 
protection and endeared them to the partial- 
ity of pian. Lodges are erected for them near 
our houfes ; and refrejiiment furnifhed them 
from our own fupplies. And with fuch pleat- 
ing monitors, my friends, before our eyes, 
fliall we not be prompted and allured to ev- 
ery thing amiable, endearing, and kind ? 
Shall we hot (bar above each low and fordid 
fcencof vice and wanton folly, and ftrttch 
our eager pinions towards the flcy ? And* 
tbod with earth and vanity, take to our- 
fdves. vringi as a dove, and fly away ind be 
atreftt 

Thus, my hearers,, have I endeavored to 

.— -_..-» .. 

convey to you fome qf (he ideas which pre- 
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\ 

\ 

fented themfelves in contemplating pur test. 
I hope the lefforis of wisd&m And mNOCEKCB, 
will be allowed a general application^ although 
the enumerated qualities of the one and the 
Gther are purely Mafonic. Not that they 
are the prevailing features in every Ma£ftn*s 
character ; for there are bad men 4mong us, 
as well as artiongft chriftians, and other 
affociations for virtue. * Thefe are fpots in 
our, and in their, feafts of charity. But 
the moralities pointed out are the acknow* 
ledged, appropriate, articles of every Mafon's 
creed. In our lodges they are illuftrated by 
the moft expreffive fymbols, recommended 
by the moft engaging examples, and enforc- 
ed by the moft pathetic te&ures : ^hile the 
fignet of heaVenly tru*th ftamps them, on 
every yielding, receptive heart, in chara&ers 
indelible. This folemn declaration I make 
in the fear of God, as well as love of the 
brethren, " Let us, therefore, as t many as 
be perfed, be thus minded \ and, if in any 
thing ye be otlierwife minded, Gqi> lhall re* 
veal even this unto you."* 

* Philipptani iii. I J. 
H 
\ 



/ 
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In conclufion, allow me to obferve to yott 
that though you fhould underftand all myfte* 
ries and all knowledge, and have not char- 
ity, it will profit you nothing. In vain is it, 
my brethren, that you have been illuminated 
by a fun more glorious than that which rules 
the day, i£ its kindly beams have not warm- 
ed and melted your heart to foftenings of 
love and generofity. " To do good, then, 
and to communicate forget not, for with 
fucb facrifices God is well pleafed." An op- 
portunity is now offered for that liberal be- 
flowment of alms fo grateful to the indigent 
receiver, fo honorable to the generous be- 
ftower, and fo acceptable to the Lord of 
mercy, who acknowledges the fmalleft in* 
fiance of relief done for one of the leaft of 
thefe his brethren as beftowed on himfelf. 

In pleading for the pool: of this town I 
can ufe all the emphafis which confraternity 
in alliance and affe&ion excites. Here are 
my deareft kindred and friends. Here firft 
I drew the vital air j and with it inhaled a 
fentiment of partiality for my native place 
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which has blended itfelf with all the affeo 
tions of my heart, and breathed in all my 
prayers to heaven; Having, .with ifiy fcelovr 
ed parents, dared deeply in the diftreflc* 
and defolations which war ocgafiorted here* 
moft fenfibly can I feel for thofe who yet 
fink under the accumulated preffure of dif- 
appointed expectations and penurious cir- 
cumftances. And devoutly do I hope that 
thofe who {hare a kindlier fate will now be 
excited tenderly to commiferate and bounti- 
fully to relieve their unfortunate brethren. 

Permit me, my fellow townfmen, on this 
day confecrated to the memory of worth departed* 
to tender you the condolences of my fympa- 
thy upon the recent death of two moft valu- 
ed members of our community. A Russell 
and a Gorham are loft indeed to earth, 
# though gained to heaven. To the circle of 
private relations and extenfive friendship 
they were defervedly and invaluably dear : 
their removal from thefe is felt with all the 
poignancy of remedilefs grief. To the inter- 
efts of their country, of humanity, and of 



I If Mafbhic emblems explained* 

virtue, they were patrons whofe loft Is irrep* 
treble* But they have left us the ^bright 
If gacy of their example* Let us all ftrive to 
emulate their never to be forgotten excelled 
eeft ; and our names (hall be recorded with 
theirs in the regiftry of immortal glory. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 



ON ILLUSTRATING OUR PROFESSION BT 



EXAMPLE. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 



DEMYEEED AT THE CONSECRATION OF THE MERIDIAN SUN 

LODGE in Brookfield, September ia, 1798. 



MATTHEW v. 16, 

" LET TOUR LIGHT SO SHINE REPORE MEN THAT 
THEY MAT SEE TOUR GQO& WORKS, AND 
GLORJFr TOUR fATE&R WHO /S IN HEAFEN." 

As the sun 9 when he retires from 
the horizon, is fucceeded by the planets and 
the ftars, which irradiate the hemifphere he 
has' quitted with a luftre, though more 
feeble, yet fuch as fhews they partake of his 
brightnefs and fupply his place : fo when he, 
who is emphatically ftiled the sun of right- 
eousness, was about to leave this earth, he 
ordained that the faithful fliould rife in his 
ftead to enlighten the world in the knowK 
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edge of his truth, and diffufe its falutary 
influence through every region and every 
age. 

When, at the firft creation, God {aid, let 

THERE BE LIGHT, AND THERE WAS LIGHT / It 

was to the end that the darknefi might be 
difperfed, and his works become vifible and 
lis perfeftions manifeft : and when, at the 
fecond creation our Lord Jefus Chrift fays, 

LET TOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE MEN; he intends 

that thofe whom he had juft called " the 
light of the world* 9 fhould endeavor to diflipate 
the moral darknefi of mankind by inftruft- 
ing them in the do&rines of his gofpd and 
by difplaying the happy effe&s of his religion 
in the purity of their lives and the luftre of 
their virtues. 

There is great propriety and beauty in 
the metaphor which he here ufed. Nothing 
is more apt to attrad the eyes and enliven 
the countenance than light ; especially that 
which flunes in a dark (dace : So nothing 
am more excite the observation, engage the 
attention, or gladden the hearts of beholders, 
than a fair, bright, and excellent charafter, 
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appearing in the tmdft of a diffolute, and 
corrupt generation. And, as all luminous 
bodies, in proportion to the degree of their 
own brightnefs, diflufe their light around 
them, and at a diftance enlighten other bod* 
ies ; fo, in a moral and religious fenfe, a 
good example is a light ihining in darknefi, 
fpreading its influence every way, diffiifing 
inftrudion and knowledge, motives to ref- 
ormation and encouragements to virtue.* 

There is obfervable in human nature a pe* 
culiar pronenefi to imitation* Hence. fome, 
of our earlieft habits are formed In infancy 
we catch the, ideas and conforjn to the man* 
ners of our parents and acquaintance* As 
we progrefs forward in life, we learn to fol- , 
low and to copy thofe whom we refped as 
fuperiors, venerate as inftru&ors, or love as 
friends. ? .We affimulate to our aflbciates, 
imbibe* their opinions, and imitate their con* 
dud : We even take their mode of fpeech 
and tone of voice. Indeed, example ha? % 

* Cicero obCertei that the reafan ltfiy *t arc formed, pleated 
and able to admire the beauty and regularity in the hcarcnly bod- 
ies, was to admoniih us to imitate their coaftancy and order in 
tkt mtor beauty *f* wrafry Mbm/kn 
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kind of fafdnation or charm which it is 
alxnoft impoifible to refifL It carries with it 
both inftruftion and encouragement. Whilfl 
tdvice or precepts make only a flight impref- 
fion on the mind, and one which lafts for a 
very fhort time, example is a conftant and 
powerful call to imitation.* It works, 
though gradually and imperceptibly, yet 
more powerfully and fuccefefully than we are 
aware of ; like light, filent in its operation, 
but wonderful in its effe&s. It has an elo- 
quence which reaches the heart. No lan- 
guage is more perfuafive or inftru&ive. It 
admonifhes without exciting refentment, 
and corre&s without giving offence, and 
thus pofleffes all the utility without the for* 
jnality of reproof. 

As a good pifture ftrikes us more forcibly, 
and gives a more adequate, lively, and im« 
preflive idea of the object reprefenttd by it, 
than any defcription by words could do ; fa 
goodneis or excellence of any kind reprefentt 
ed by precepts does not fo powerfully move 
^he affe£i<m& as when we fee it delineated in 

* « validiora fiuA tnempla pum verba, ei £lcnius opere docetur fuaw^ 
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the life. Nor is there any' thing xvhich can 
fo cffeftuajly recommend any fyftem, and 
render it wprthy of ail acceptation, exclufrve 
of its own in^rinfic worth, as its beneficial 
and happy effefts made vifible in the charac- 
ters of its advocates. Thefe carry with them' 
undeniable evidence of tjie value of thafe 
principles from whence they flow, and whofe 
tendency is thus confpicuoufty good. 

In farther difcourfing on the paffage under 
confideration, I propofe to fbew, in the jirji 
place, to my hearers in general, the import- 
ance of a good example as . exhibiting and 
vindicating the principles of Christianity ;„ 
ztid 9 '/eco7idly 9 apply the fubjeel to the prefent 
occafion, by recommending to my brethren 
of the masonic family, a conduit which ihall 
refleft luftre and honor upon the institution 
to which they belong, 

1. It is the peculiar honor and glory 
of Christianity in its firft promulgation 
that the behavior of its profeffors was agree- 
able to the heavenly precepts they incul- 
cated ; that the integrity of their morals 
WW anfwerable to the purity of their faith i 



and that the goodneft of their example and 
the hoKnefc of their converfatiop, the hrre* 
proachabl^neft of their condu&, and the 
amiablenefs of their manners, adorned the 
doQrine they taught and gave it peculiar ta£» 
tre in the eyes of the World Prophecies had 
foretold its intent, and miracles announced 
its divinity ; but the life of its author and its 
followers /exhibited the Religion in it? genu* 
in* influence and <hew its intriu£c excellency. 
And it feejns to have been the defign of our 
Lord that in every after age it ihould extend 
itfelf by .the internal evidence of its admira- 
ble precepts and the external difplay of its. 
benign effects. And, if its profeffors did but 
ad up to their principles, an appeal might be 
made to their lives fpr the beft recommenda- 
tion of their faith ; and left would need be 
written in defence of the gofpd : For every 
doubt and every obje&ion muft yield to the 
Iovelinefs of example and the eloquence of 
pra&ice. When the graces of chriftianity 
adorn the chara&er, and its virtues dignify 
the conduft, its beauty muft attraft every 
eye and its worth gain on every heart* Men' 
from admiring, will infenfibly be induced to 
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hntet* fuch illuftrious modclfe ; which, " bet- 
taring all precept, flune before the world the 
faireft call to good/' Such bright difplaya 
will not only be feto, but felt ; and may kin- 
die, even in the coldeft and moft infcnfiblc 
hearts, a nobfe emulation. For a good ex- 
ample* as has been already intimated, has not 
only in itfelf a teiidency to form the tempers 
and morals of others to an affimulation ; but 
it alfo places religion in a very engaging 
light, and naturally begets an efteem, love 
and choice of it in every obferver. 

With the utmoft propriety, then, did cur 
Lord recommend to his di&aples an exem- 
plary conduct, both as befitting the high and 
honorable office he had affigned them, and as 
eminently conducive to its fuccefs in the 
world. 

What was their duty as teachers, is be- 
coming us> my hearers, as. difciples. Efpec- 
ially as we live at a period in which infidelity 
in opinion and profligacy in manners are, 
very prevalent. It is, therefore, highly ex- 
pedient th*t we give to our religion all the 
authority of our acknowledgment, and all 
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the recommendation of our example : That 
by our conversation and copduft we may 
4t exhibit lucid proof that we are honeft in 
the facred caufe ;" and that it may be ap- 
parent in our " good works/ 9 that chriftian- 
ity produces the happieft efieds, contributive 
to the improvement and felicity of man, and 
to the honor and glory of God. 

Be ye, therefore, Alining profeffors and 
bright examples of religion in a dark and 
mifguided age ! Thus adorn the doflrine of 
God your faviour, making your lives a faith- 
fill commentary upon it, and a high recom- 
mendation of it ! Thus win it admirers and 
gain it profely tes ! 

Let it be remembered, that our good 
works may be conspicuous without being 
oftentatious. The genuine 2md unaffeded 
appearances refulting from righteeufnefs and 
piety, may be exhibited without the danger 
of being even fufpe&ed of hypocrify. We 
need not /peak great things, but live them. 
We fhould, however, manfully avow what 
we fincerely believe ; and, by an open and 
vifible, attachment to duty, exprels our re- 
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gard to the honor of God, and give refplend^ 
ency to the chriftian name. 

It is true, that many of the goofl effe&s of 
our religion are the private exercifes and fat- 
isfaftions of the heart, and known only to 
the Deity and our own fouls : But yet there 
are many things which are made vifible in 
the life j theje our acquaintance will notice, 
and from them judge of our real ckaraftef. 
'fhefe, therefore, fhould be fuch as will exem- 
plify the excellent principles by which we 
are governed, fuch as men may behold with 
the greateft pleasure and follow with the 
greateft advantage ; fuch as may render us 
friendly luminaries, ferving at once both to 
enlighten the paths and kindle the emulation 
of all around us. And it may reafonably be 
expe&ed, that fuch an experimental reprefen- 
tation of goodnefs as this, will induce a great 
many to become profelytes to religion. 

The natural tendency of a good example 
to induce thofe who obferve it to an imita- 
tion ; and the great-probability there is that 
it will have this effe&, upon fome at leaft, if 
not upon all who fee it, is a very powerful 
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inducement to the faithful difcharge of the 
duty we are recommending. Becaufe, if it 
have this effeft, we fliall do the greateft kind- 
nefe to our neighbor, obtain the moft ample 
fetisfa&ion and reward for ourfelves, and 
bring glory to God in the diffufion of his 
truth : Any of which confiderations alone is, 
and therefore, much rather are they alto- 
gether, fufficient to ftimulate all our endea- 
vors, and to demand our beft conduft. Let 
us not decline, then, giving fufficient out- 
ward proofs of being ourfelves moved and 
actuated by a true fpirit of godlinefs j and 
let us ftrive, by all prafticable and prudent 
methods to propagate the fame in others. 
Let us impart freely our knowledge ; and, 
like the glorious luminaries of heaven, re- 
fled the light we receive ; and not be like 
thofe opaque fubftances which abforb or in- 
tercept every ray of brightnefs, and even caft 
a fhade on each furrounding body. Let us 
" flune as lights in the world j" guiding 
others by the refplendencc of our wifdom* 
and winning them to virtue by the luftre of 
our example ! 
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These obfervations and counfels, are 
equally applicable to us all, my refpe&ed 
hearers, both, as Chriftians and as Mafons : 
And I feel a peculiar pleafure in affirming the 
intimate connection between the two char- 
afters. We are alike " built upon the foun- 
dations of the prophets and apoftles, Jefus 
Chrift himfelf being the chief corner ft one ; 
in whom all the building fitly framed to- 
gether, groweth into an holy temple in the 
Lord." Indulge me, however, while I apply 
the fubjeft, as I propofed, in the fecond place ', 
by recommending to my brethren of the 
masonic familt, in addition to the general 
duty of exemplarinefs as chriftians^ the exhi- 
bition of fuch a consult as (hall refleft luftre 
and honor upon their own , inftit^ition ; dis- 
playing its venerable character and illuftfat- 
ing its benevolent defigns. 

Since many of our forms and operations 
are neceffarily fecreted from common infpec- 
tion, the generality of mankind will make 
up their opinion of the fociety from the de- 
portment of its members. This ought to 
ferve as a very powerful call to every one 
of us, uniformly and openly, to difplay thofe 
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qualities and virtues fo ftrongty inculcated 
and warmly recommenced in the lodge. To 
little purpofe fhall we commend the inftitu- 
tion and boaft the excellence of its principles 
and purpofcs, if our lives give not corrobora- 
tive evidence to our atiertions and prove not 
the propriety of our encomiums. If we ap« 
pear neither wifer nor better than the unin* 
itiated, the world will begin to fufpeft the 
efficacy of our tenets ; and if no good effefta 
are apparent, they will doubt whether any 
are produced. How neceflkry is it, there- 
fore, my brethren, that ye " be blamelefa 
and harmlefe, the fons of God without re* 
buke in the midft of a crooked and perverfe 
nation, among whom ye fflrine as lights ia 
the world !"• 

r 

The conduft of thofe on whom fo many 
eyes are fixed, muft infenfibly have a very 
confiderable influence. As it is juftly requir* 
ed that they fhould live up to the high char- 
after they affume, fo their defefts and iB 
conduft will difappoint the expeftations they 
have excited, and eventually bring difcredit 
upon their order. " If the light that is in 

• Philip, ii. 15. 



tfctm be darkaeft* few great is thse clerk* 

At the lame time there is no propriety ia 
taxing us with every unreafonable prejudice, 
or making us accountable for every unfound- 
ed fufpicion. If people will condemn our 
principles without examination, and decide 
upon our deeds without candor or juftice ; 
We have no rdburce but in the Inward con- 
ftioulhefs of integrity and good intentions* 
end the outward difflay of fuch conduit at 
fhaH prove their tenfures unjuft. And we 
Will hope " by well doing to put to filene* 
the ignorance of foolifh men/* Yea* my 
brethren, be it your care to confute all fuch , 
illiberal cenfure* as modem aktrtnifls hav* 
belched out againft Free Mafonry, by Clew- 
ing the good influence of the institution 
upon your tempers and lives. In fpite of all 
their fneers, and all their invectives, it will 
ftill infallibly fecure public approbation and 
private efieem, if your conduit elucidate it* 
principles and is modelled by its precepts* 

• Matth. vi 33* 
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As light is not held forth merely to manifeft 
itfelf, but to fhew fome other ufeful thing 
which, without it, might have remained in 
obfcurity ; fo your confpicuous worth will 
not only {hew the brightnefe of your owd 
characters, but lend a luftre to your fociety 
whereby it may be better undefftood and its 
nature more advantageoufly difplayed. 

Whilst unitedly difpofed to defend your 
order, be unitedly determined to preferve it 
worthy of defence. Carefully guard againft 
all innovations* " Remove not the old land- 
marks which your fathers have fet." They 
are rendered venerable by antiquity, and Ja* 
cred by religion, Preferve unaltered the dig- 
nity of its indent confutations, and unadul- 
terated the primitive fimplicky and pure 
morality of its laws ; and Mafonry will flour- 
ilh in its priftine honors* . 

May the lodge this day confecrated, be 
beautiful as the Sun in its brightnefs, cheer- 
ing and enlivening as its kindlieft influences, 
clear and glorious as its noon-tide beams! 
May the officers fill their fpheres with light, 
and the members be radiant orbs around 



profejjion by example. 133 

their centre ! May the brethren be glad- 
dened by their enlightened courfe, and re- 
fled and diffufe on all around, their fplendor ! 

Long, bright, and profperous, be the fair 
and hopeful day which now fhines upon 
you ! May no mifts of prejudice obfeure, no 
envious dilk eclipfe its glory. 

Finallt. Let us all my hearers, be ac- 
tively and eminently good. May our exam- 
ple and conduit in life prove a high recom- 
mendation and a fair illuftration of our prin- 
ciples, and refleft the brighteft honor upon 
our profeffion and charafter. May our 
" light fo {hine before men, that they may 
fee our good works and glorify' our Father 
who is in heaven ;" and may we y (having 
been wife, and happily inftrumental in turn- 
ing many to righteoufnefs) hereafter " fhine 
as the brightnefs of the firmament and as the 
ftars forever and ever ! w 
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DISCOURSE VIII. 



* 

dlxjyeeec at the consecration op hiram lodge t in 

Lexington, October 17, 1798. 



ROMANS xiv. 16. 

ZET NOT THEN TOUR GOOD BE EVIL SPOKEN OA 

1 HE Apoftle had been fuggeftmg fome 
advice to the brethren with regard to their 
behavior in matters of indifference. He af- 
ferted the full extent of chriftian liberty ; 
but at the fame time cautioned them not to 
abufe this liberty fo as to give offence or 
occafion of Humbling to any man. In the 
words fele&ed as our text, he enjoins it upon 
them fo to order their conduft that their 
profeffion might never be reproached as coun- 
tenancing improper freedoms. He advifes 
them, therefore, to abftain altogether from 
things, which, if Hot unlawful, were never- 
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thdefs inexpedient ; and that what was too 
good to be given up, in condefcenfion to pop- 
ular opinion or prejudice, they muft vindi* 
cate from mifreprcfentationr and guard from 
abufe. 

* 

You perceive, my hearers, that the pre* 
cept rdpe&& all agea of the wwM ? and will, 
tmqueftionably, be wife cotmfei, fo long a* 
mi&pprehenfions and miftakes, want of can* 
dor and want of caution, remain amongft men* 

To wUh to be well fpoken of for what we 
do well, is natural and reafoaaWr. Merit 
iEhould obtain this reward* Exertion needs 
this encouragement. Neverthekfe, <* if do- 
ing well, we yet fiifer reproach, to endue it 
patiently ia acceptable before Good."* At 
the fame time it is poflible that fbmething ia 
the manner or ckaimftances of cmr condud 
may take off from its beauty or kfien its 
credit, Agaiaft this, it becomes us to guard. 

I will mention a few uribnees* 

r* Wffeacpofe our good to being evil fpoken 
of, if we are too fend of delaying it j and 
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it may fufier frdm too great refeftfe. Tht 
firft will be ridiculed as oftenution j the 
laft, (ttgnatiaed as inexcusable tirfudtty. 

1. Austerity of manners, on the one hind) 
and levity, 6n the other, may bring reproach 
upon our virtue. The former is forbidding, 
*nd produce averfion ; the latter renders <m 
fincerity fiifpidous. 

3. Our good may be evil Jpoken of, if we 
difcover in its defence too much, or too tittle 
zeal. " It is, indeed, good to be zealoufiy 
affe&ed always in a good thing/* Tet, if 
our zeal be without knowledge, or be not 
duly tempered with prudenee and charity, it 
will grow extravagant and ralh, and wifl 
really injure the caufe it profeffes t6 defend. 
At the lame time not to (hew any zeal, wiO 
appear like indifference. 

Therjb is a certain medium in thefc eir* 
cumftances which is to be aimed at and fol- 
lowed, if we would avoid giving offence. 

It would be impoffible to point out every 
particular in which we maty espofe our good 
to be evil fpoken of. Even final! matters 
may induce fufpicions or increafe reproaches. 
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A little inadvertence or negle&, a trifling im- 
propriety or indifcretion, may tarnifh the 
luftre of the higheft virtues, and prevent the 
ufefulnefs of the beft of chara&ers. 

How prudently, how cautioufly, then, 
fliould we behave ! How circumfpe&ly fliould 
we walk ! How carefully fliun whatever 
wears the refemblance of a fault or may be 
conftrued into a crime : Left our very excel- 
lences pafs under an ill name, or fome flaws 
be found in our good qualities, which, though 
candor might be willing to overlook, ill-na- 
ture will not know how to fpare. So that 
we muft not only avoid evil, but the very 
appearance of evil : not only take care that 
our conduct be right, but that what is good 
^ in itfelf be not, through our inadvertence or 
fault, difadvantageoufly exhibited tQ others* 

It is true there are fome perfons of fo cap- 
tious and uncharitable a make, that it would 
be iropoflible for the moft cautious to avoid 
their remarks or efcape their cenfures. The 
exceptious may lay hold of fome unguarded 
circumftance or other, mifreprefent what i$ 
good, and by giving it a wrong turn ox 
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appellation, fpoil both its credit and efifeft. 
While the envious and malicious will be fa- 
gacious in difcovering the weak fide of every 
chara&er, and dexterous in making the moil 
and the worft of it. 

Thus circumftanced, how are we to con? 
dud ? How is it poflible to fteer clear from 
blame ? It may not be. But if we cannot 
efcape reproaches, we may avoid deferving 
them. 

While we exercife every precaution to 
keep our good aftions from any fuch (pots 
or defefts as thofe who watch for our halt- 
ing may wifh to fpy in them ; we fhould, 
alfo, more efpecially, beware left we give any 
reafonable perfdns juft caufe to cenfure or 
condemn us. While we are careful not to 
furnifh our enemies with any pretence wind} 
might juftify their criminations, we fhould 
prudently refrain from every thing which 
would needleisly difpleafe out friends. 

The rule we have been illuftrating con- 
cerns focieties, no lefs than fingle perfons : 
focieties of an order, in particular, who are 
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more expofed to obfervatfcm, and whole rep* 
utatkm is off iaom ipecial importance to 
themfelves and to the public 

At the prefent day when every thing is fu£ 
pefted which is not fully known ; when the 
very drcumftance of myfteries in chrifUanity 
is made an excufe for infidelity ; when all 
anttent eftabtiihments are become objefts of 
jealoufy ; and the very beft things in the 
world are either negle&ed pr contemned j 
who, or what ft {hall be certai|i of exemption 
from <c the ftrife of tongues ?" and how can 
we be furprized that the institution of mer 
masonry has met with fecret and open ene- 
mies ; that the ignorant miftake, and the pre* 
judiced defame it ? 

Convinces as you are, brethren, of the 
purity of your principles, confcious of having 
the warmeft wiihes for the benefit of man* 
kind, and of exerting yourffelves in the caufe 
of charity and virtue ; to meet with calumny 
inftead of commendation, and reproaches in* 
{lead of thanks, is a mortifying difappoint* 
ment. Hitherto you have patiently born the 
infults and the inve&ives with which the order 
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hat been unjuftly loaded ; hoping " by weD 
doing to put to filence the ignorance of fool* 
iih men/ 9 But the " accufers of the brethren" 
have brought forward new accufations, and 
attempted to render fufpicious y our princU 
pies, your intentions, and your conduft. To 
let thefe criminations circulate unanfwered, 
unrefuted, would ill become you, The noble 
fpirit of confcious innocence rifes indignant. 
And you delegate me, your humble advocate, 
this day, to plead your caufe, to vindicate 
your tenets, and to refute the cavils and ex* 
pofe the abfurdity and injuftice of the charges 
brought againft our order. I undertake it ; 
regretting only that it will not be in my 
power to do juftice to the fubjeft, or to your 
cspeaations ; but hope that my franknefc 
and fincerity will in fome meafuf e compen* 
fate for any deficiences in the execution. 

The moral good of Free Mafonry is rvilfpok* 
en of How unjuftly will be evident from 
the ftatement I will now give you of its ten- 
ets on this fubjeft. 
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To have faith and hope in GOD, the fu« 
preme architect, and charity towards man* the 
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mafter^workmanfliip of his hands/ 9 is among 
|ts firft injun&ions** This is the key-Jlone of 
the arch, on which every other bears ; which 
unites all to itfelf, and cements the feveral 
parts into one folid, ftrong, and beautiful 
whole. But, as every one is accountable on- 
ly to the Deity for his religious principles, 
and, as Mafons are colle&ed from various 
countries where they have been educated un- 
der different forms and eftablifhments, only 
thofe great eflentials and leading truths are 
injijled on in which all men agree ; contefts 
about modes of faith are forbidden in the 
lodge i and each one is left to his own con- 
fidence. At the fame time it is well known 
that in all chriftianized countries Mafons 

■ 

have proved the warm friends, admirers, 
and advocates of the gospel. But their ad- 
verfaries have taken exception at this liber- 
ality of fentiment and conduit, and have 
charged the inilitution with demoralizing 
principles. Becaufe Mafons were neither 
bigots nor enthufiafts, they have inferred 
that they muft be libertines and atheifts. 

* See the Book of Constitutions, publifhed by the Grand 
Lodge of Maffachufetts, part i. chap. I. § x. u Of God and Re- 
ligion. 1 * 
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u To be guided by temperance in oilr per* 
fonal habits ; to hxvt fortitude to refift temp- 
tations and to check improper defines ; to 
let prudence be the ruler of our actions, and 
juftice inftruft us to render to every one 
his due ;" is another of the moral leflbns 
of Free Mafonry. There can be nothing, 
furely, exceptionable in this. But the warm 
and frequent inculcations of charity, brother- 
lyJove, and general benevolence, are evil 
fpoken of by thole who are difpofed to find 
fault. They ridicule them as " wire-drawn 
differtations on the focial duties ;" inform- 
ing us that " all declamations on univerfal 
philanthropy are dangerous :"* and thus the 
social good of* Free Mafonry is evil fpoken of 
But what then will be faid of Chriftianity, 
for teaching the fame do&rine of loving our 
neighbor as ourfelves ; which extends thii 
charity fo as even to include enemies in the 
fphere of its beneficence ; and which denies 
the participation of its affe&ions to none ? 
A pious divine hath remarked, that, " Phi- 
lanthropy owes much of its perfection to 

Revelation, which has enlarged its limits, 

> 

„ • Sec Mr. Robi son's book about ctnfpiracics, &c. page 17 > 

K 
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extended its views, defined its degrees, and 
increafed its obje&s. Human benevolence 
js heightened and finifhed to the laft degree 
and in the utmoft extent in the comprehen- 
sive fcheme of chriftian charity/ 9 * 

Besides ; the univerfal benevolence which 
Mafonry infpires is fo far from being incon- 
fiftent with the indulgence of the private afc 
fe&ions and the obfervance of the leffer char- 
ities, that thefe are the very materials of 
which it is compofed, " The top of the cli- 
max of affeftion cannot be reached without 
advancing through each intermediate ftep ; 
nor is it poffible to remain at the top, with- 
out refting on the ladder by which we have 
afcended." 

Because mafons are ftiled^ra, and becaufe 
In the lodge they ftand upon a levels an im+ 
putation is brought againft them as favoring 
the modern notions of " Liberty and Equal* 
ity. f, t Now, the freedom which we profeft 
isperfeftly confiftent with order, with fub-' 
ordination, *nd with allegiance- And as to 

• Bidlake** fermona, vol z. p. 37, and more largely p. 194 
t Sec « La voile retiree, far M. Le FraNQ.** 
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the equality we cultivate, it is only that vol- 
untary and temporary condefcenfion of fupe- 
riors to inferiors which takes place during 
the meeting of the lodge ; where it is con- 
fidered as effential to unanimity and promo- 
tive of brotherly love.* When the members 
depart to mix again with the world, each 
man refumes his proper place in fociety, and 
retains that honor and refpeft to which he is 
entitled by his ftation, his talents, or his vir- 
tues. Perhaps this cannot be better expreff. 
ed than in the words of our conftitutions :f 
« You are to falute each other in a courteous 
manner, as you will be inftru&ed, calling 
each other brother ; freely giving mutual 
inftrudion, as fhall be thought expedient, 
without encroaching upon each other, or de- 
rogating from that refpeft which is due to a 
brother were he not a mafon : for though 
all mafons are, as brethren, upon a level, yet 
mafonry divefts no man of the honors due to 
him before, or that may become due after, 

* « Love fubfifts only by mutual kindnefles and compliances : 
its bails is that principle of equality which ought ever in fome dc» 
grcc to reign between man and man, however unequal be their 
conation, in life* Dr.. Enfield's .#r/w<w, vol. 2> p. 17. 

f Chap. iv. . 
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he was made a Mafon, On the contrary, it 
increafes refped, teaching us to add to all his 
other honors, thofe which as Mafons we 
cheerfully pay to an eminent brother ; dif* 
tinguilhing him above all of his rank and 
ftation, and ferving him readily according to 
our ability." 

How ftrangely perverfe muft that judg- 
ment be, which infers from fuch premifes 
that theinftitution has an unfavorable afpeft 
uponfociety, as a levelling fyftem, deftru&ive 
of the grades and diftin&ions of civil life, 
and fatal to the very exiftence of government 
and order ! ! 

This leads me to obferve, in the laft place, 
that, the political good of Free Mafonry is, 
elfo, evilfpoken of* * 

In vain is it proved that the primary and 
effential laws and regulations of the Frater- 
nity, require of the members allegiance and 
fubmiflion to the government of the country 
in which they live ; and forbid, in the moft 
pofitive and folemn manner, their engaging 
in any plots, confpiracies, or cabals.* In vain 

* See the book of Conftitutions, chap. x. Sed. ft. » <y Gov- 
ernment and tbe Civil Magiftratc." 



tfthe Injlitutm. 149 

is it proved that in all ages and countries the 
Free Mafons have been found to be good and 
peaceable citizens, the friends of order and 
public tranquillity. Prejudice rejects all evi- 
dence, and is deaf to every plea. Bribery 
and corruption fuborn falfe witnefles againft 
the inftitution. Minifterial jealoufy commen- 
ces the profecution, and a ftate penfion pays 
the fees,* 

Nay, the Free Mafons are taxed with the 
plans and enormities of a German club, with 
which they had no connexion and no ac- 
quaintance : and whofe principles and prac- 
tices are diametrically oppofite to theirs, and 
acknowledged to be fo even by their moft 
zealous oppofer.f 

Thus, my hearers, have I briefly. enumerat- 
ed the popular prejudices of the psefent day 
againft Free Mafonry. I need not attempt a 

* " See fcribblers to the charge by inUrefi led, 
The fierce North-Briton thundering at their head, 
- Pour forth inve&ves, deal to eaftdor't taU* 
And, iajur'd by one alien, rail at all !" 

t See the various paflkgtt in Mr. ftoiiftott'a work in which he 
tttkes an abatement in favor of the Eng&Jb Mafons : by -which he 
ingenioufly contrives, while criminating the t&ob 9 to exculpate a 
fart. 

/ K 2 
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formal confutation* It muft be apparent to 
every candid examiner that they are illiberal 
and unjuft. Time and experience will {hew 
that they are fo ; corred the miftakes that 
are now entertained, and eftablifli the credit 
of the inftitution. Its pretentions will appear 
to be well founded. Its tendency to fecial 
improvement, to moral virtue, and to politi- 
cal tranquillity , will be feen and acknowledg- 
ed. And it will emerge brighter and fairer 
from the cloud with which ignorance and 
prejudice feek to envelop and obfcure it. 

. In the mean time, my brethren, as the 
world will have fomething to fay of us, it 
much concerns us for our own fakes and for 
the inftitution's fake that the report fhould 
be in our favor. For this purpofe let us 
purfue the good that is effential to the order 
and which it is eminently calculated to pro- 
duce» 

And let me recommend to the brethren, 
at whofe requeft I ftand here, that difcreet 
behavior as men and as mafons which fhall 
filence the tongue of reproach, remove the 
fufpicions of prejudice, and fmooth the frown 
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of contempt ; which fhallnot Only fecurft 
their good from being evil fpoken of, but 
gam it the truefb praife. ': ' 

May the lodge this day constituted main- 
tain a high credit in the increafing lifts o£ 
Mafonry ! May its benevolent and peaceful 
influence difiufe joy and gladnefs over thefe 
plains, made memorable by the maflacre of 
thofe who fell vidims cf tyranny, but martyrs 
to liberty ! From the fhuddering recollec- 
tion of that horrid fcene, let us turn to the 
happy contrail this day prefents. Here are 
no infhruments of definition j no clangor /of 
battle ; no groans of flaughter ; no garments 
rolled in blood : only the emblems of love 
and the train of peace. A little band of 
brothers celebrate as a feftival of joy the day 
winch conjlitutes them a regular fociety, and 
amfecrates their plans and purpofes of charity, 
focial virtue, and happinefs. May thefe plans 
and purpofes produce the moft beneficial ef- 
fects ; evince the good of mafonry, redeem 
its credit with the prejudiced, and eftablifh it 
with the candid ! And may the fociety, in 
every part of the world, be influential in dif- 



ibfing the light of tc^Hom, tiding die Jtriugtb 
«£ reafon, and difphyingthefonrty of virtue 5 
in leffening the aggregate of hmman mifery 
and vice, and in extending the bounties of 
charity and the bleffings of peace ! 
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EXODUS, xvi. 15. 

« AND frHEN THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SAW ft 
THET SAID ONE TO ANOTHER, IT IS MANNA, FOR 
THET WIST NOT WHAT IT WAS. AND MOSES 
SAID UNTO THEM, THIS IS THE BREAD WHICH 
THE LORD HATH GIVkN TOU TO EAT. n 

X HE children of Hrael, in their travels 
through the deferts of Arabia towards the 
land of Canaan, murmured againft Mofes 
and againft the Lord becaufe the festnty ftores 
they brought from Egypt were nearly ex- 
haufted, and they were ignorant of the 
means for a new recruit. In particular they 
wanted bread. They were gratified by a 

miraculous providential fupply. Bread was 
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granted them, bread from heaven ! myf. 
terious in its origin and chara&eiy but highly 
agreeable in its relifh, falutaiy in its nature 
and nutritive in its qualities. 

There are circumftances, conne&ed with 
its beftowment and reception, deferring our 
particular notice ; and the fubjeft will lead 
to fome refleftions applicable to the fociety 
on whofe account we affemble. With thi$ 
view I propofe the following method. 

1. To confider what notice was taken by 
the Israelites of the provifion and refreflu 
meat, divinely furniflied them } 

2. Shew what it really was ; and 

3. Api^y the fubjeft to the prefent occa* 
fion, by inquiring what is faid of Free Mafon* 
ry by thofc who know not what it is,- and by 
defcribing its real nature and charafter. 

Wb zre,jir/i then to con/sder what notice was 
taken by the Israelites of the provifion and refrejh- 
ment furm/bed them by ajpecial divine providence 
W tie deferts of Arabia. 

No fooner did they fee it than they cried out 
one to another " it is mamta, H is manna, for 
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they knew not what it was/ 1 Whether this 
was an exclamation of furprize, a queftion of 
curiofity, or an expreffion of contempt, we 
fhall not decide* Critics and commentators 
feem at a Ids how to underftand it. One 
fays it is this and another that, for they know 
not what it is.* However, it is plain enough 
that manna, let it mean what it will, was not 
the proper definition nor defctiption of the 
admirable provifion.f And fo Mofes inform- 
ed them by telling them, " this is the bread 
which the Lord hath given you to eat." Not* 
withftanding, they perfifted in giving their 
own opinion of it, though they wore unac- 
quainted both with its name and nature. £ 

/ 

* Vide Poti. fynops. criticorum, in loc. 

f The derivation of the word manna is varioufly given by learn- 
ed men. Pair* Jvbzisb aid Jo stasias fluke it to fignifjr tubat u 
this f and fo do the lzz. and R. Solomon, R. Menacbem, and 
others. Accordingly it is thus tranflated in Matthew's, the 
6a neva, and Dow ay verfioas. It is to ren der e d, aifo, by the 
celebrated Dr. Qedpes. But Cqvebdalb renders it "this h 
man's ;** our tranflation u it h manna? and others, " it is a portion* 
The declaration that « they knew not what it was,** and the re- 
pry of Mosxs, would lead one to feppofe that the phrafe before » 
was a queftion. Our only furprize is that it fhould afterwards pafs 
into a descriptive nam*. Thus w ufc a very vulgar phrafe in 
fpeaking of foxnething of which we have forgotten the name, and 

lay M the what do you tall it" 

\ Compare Deut viii 3. where Mofes exprefsly aficrts their c*- 
tirt ignorance ofit % 
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What a ftrange contradiction ! But not 
ftranger than all are likely to fall into who 
pretend to decide upon matters which they 
do not underftand " They (aid one to 
another it is manna ;" and manna it has been 
called ever fince. It is no eafy matter to al- 
ter names. When people misjudge at firft, 
it is very difficult to rectify their opinion. 
Ignorance is blind and perverfe ; prejudice is 
politive and obftinate. What is mifconceived 
and mifapplied feldom afterwards retrieves 
its real estimation. Men are apt to judge at 
large, reflect at random and condemn at a 
venture ; without waiting for a patient ex* 
semination or fatisfa&ory evidence. Now, 
nothing can be mote contrary both to equity 
and found reafon than fuch precipitate judg- 
ments. Thofe who build opinions upon con- 
jectures muft often be in the wrong. They 
may make grofs blunders, and do great injuf- 
tice. The apoftle Jude gives fuch a rebuke : 
" Thefe, fays he, fpeak evil of the things they 
know not." It has been the praftice of vul- 
gar ignorance to abufe what it could not com- 
prehend $ and to affert that there muft be 
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faults, where it had not the fagadty to dik 
cover excellence.* 

ii. But I proceed to inquire what this won* 
derful provifion really was, about which they were 
fo ignorant. 

That there Humid no doubt remain in the 
minds of thofe to whom it was fent, Mofes 
informed thejn that it was the bread which the 
Lord bad given them to eat. In like manner 
David «Hs it " the corn of heaven/ 9 and 
" angels' food/'t The Scripture defcribes 
particularly its appearance and properties, 
and mentions its coming down with the 
dew j alike the gift of refreflinient from 
above. And it retains ftill its fame in the 
Eaft, being called " celeftial fwectmeat."J 

* « Trifles light at air,** often tried in the balance and foun4 
wanting, fink as deeply in unfurnished minds, and make as much 
imprdfion there, as difficulties of a weightier nature ; like feath-t 
crs. defcendipg jn a void with a force and velocity equal to that 
of much more fubftantial and many bodies." 

Skid. 

f Md. lxxviiL 24, %$. See alfo its true name in tfebmiab ix. 15. 

1 

\ u lies orientaux appellent la manne qui tomba aux Hebreur 
dans le Defert, la Dragee ou Confiture de la Toute Puiffance, ce 
que les Arabes fignifient par Haluat al fcodrat, et les T u/cs par 
Kodret Kalvafi." Hskbslot, Jtfs*. Oriental*. The Greeks call- 
ed it atrmeii, atrial homy. Athsh. L II, and Dxos. Uk< %s caf. JO*, 



\ 



;6c* . PofuUr tbjt&mt 

Nor can there be any propriety in denying 
to the gift its real character and intrinsic 
value, becaufe its appearance was not prepof- 
feffing. It is fufficient that its origin was 
divine, and its ufes excellent. If this could not 
recommend it, we may expeft that the beft 
things and richcft bkffingt will be treated 
with negled or fpurned with contempt. 

That it pojfejfed remarkably palatable and nu* 
tritfoe qualities is evident both from the di- 
vine defign of its beftowment, and from its 
life. The author of the book of Wifdom 
fays that it fo accommodated itfelf to every 
one's tafte as to prove agreeable to all. His 
words are, " thou feddeft thine own people 
with angels food, and didft fend them from 
heaven bread prepared without' their labor ; 
able to content every man's delight, and 
agreeing to every tafte. For thy fuften* 
ance declared thy fweetnefs unto thy chil- 
dren, and, ferving to the appetite of the eat- 
er, tempered itfelf to every man's liking."* 

From modern famples of this fubftance, as 
it is gathered in the Eaft, we perceive that it 

» Wifdom svi. %o t %u 
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lias the appcarante of condenfed honey, and 
% tafte of agreeable iweetnefs. A late cele- 
brated traveller into Arabia fays, " it is ufed 
now as fugar in feveral dHhes ; it is nourifli* 
ing, and when newly gathered has no purgsu 
live qualities/'* Its medicinal effects are 
probably occafioned by its being leftfome 
tune ; in confeqnence of which it ferments 
in a degree, becomes candied, and lofes its 
relilhing tafte and nutritive properties. To 
the Israelites, who. were obliged to confume, 
pach day, their given portion, it afforded an 
agreeable, nouriflung, wholefome repaft \ 
and was their principal aliment during a pe- 
riod of forty years. Though liable to cor- 
ruption, it did not become bad unlefs im- 
properly ufed or unlawfully abufed.f And 
the beft things are perverted and debafed by 
ill ufage. 

It is atfb worthy of remark that it bad 
moral tendencies. It was granted in daily 

* Niebuh*, v. a. p. 36* of the tratjlathn, and Father Pinoio, do* 
Jeribing that of California- w^iich falls aa is fuppofod with, the dew, 
lays, that, without the whitencis of refined fugar, it has all iti 
fweetnefs. 

t Eiod. *vi. 2& 
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fhowers, that they might be kept in a ocnt« 
tinual thankful dependence upon divine 
providence. It was in fuch fmall grains, and 
was fo fcattered, that they were obliged early 
and feafonably to begin their work of col* 
letting it, or they would fail of a fiipply. 
Thus were they taught indujlry ; and learned 
that their own endeavors were to be united 
to the affiftance and to co-operate with the 
grace of God. And a double portion on the 
laft day of the week, and its non-appearance 
on the (abbath, gave them a very ftriking 
intimation that the inftitution of a day of 
adual reft from labor was to be religioufly 
and devoutly obferved. 

The manner too in which it was diftribut- 
ed was admirably calculated to excite and 
encourage a fpirit of liberality and generofity, a 
willingnefs to impart to thofe whofe induftry 
had been lefs fucce&ful, or who were unable 
to gather for themfelves : for in meafuring 
their refpe&ive gatherings before they went 
to their tents, thofe who had colle&ed a 
greater quantity than fufficed for their imme- 
diate need or ufe freely gave the overplus to 
thofe who had not enough. " So that he 
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who gathered much had nothing over, and 
-he that gathered little had no lack." In 
this fenfe the words are underftood by the 
Apoftle. 2 Cor. viii. 14* *5* who ufcs the 
-pafiage as an apt illuftration of his moft ex- 
cellent argument for that happy equality, in 
the diftribntion of the good things of this 
life, which our mutual relation to each oth- 
er and particular exigencies may require; 
that he who abounds fliould willingly im» 
part of his fuperfluity, fo that he who is def- 
titute may obtain a competent fupply. ~ 

It would be eafy to point out the very 
ftriking refemblance which free masonry 
bears to the moral qualities and purples here 
enumerated ; but it is too obvious to need a 
more particular reference. I fhall, therefore, 
go on to make one more remark, in which 
the analogy is alfo apparent. 

After all, there were fome things in the na~ 
ture of this heavenly provifion which could not eqfi- 
ly he accounted for. Where it was prepared, 
and how it was made, they could not tell. 
There they were in the dark. Why the 
lame fubftance which melted and evaporated 
in the heat of the fun when* it was left expof- 
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cd in the field, Jhould, only upon being 
brought into the tent, become of fo condens- 
ed a confiftence that it might be beaten to 
powder in a mortar or ground in a mill, and 
baked in as oven,* was beyond their con*, 
prehenfiftn. And why it ihould be endued 
with fuch a religious reference to the obser- 
vation of the iabbath that none fell on that 
day, and a double quantity the day before, 
was a drcumftance that excited their fur- 
prife. Surprife fometimes degenerates into 
ftupidity. Oftener than once they defpifed 
and loathed this miraculous and delicious 
provifion. 

Such is the pride of the human underftand* 
ing that it has no great opinion of that which 
it cannot fully comprehend. Whatever has 
any thing of myftery in it is very likely tq 
be flighted* Though it poffeft all the char* 
after $ of excellence, and all the recommend- 
ations of utility, yet if it elude inveftigation 
and have fome fecret qualities " paft finding 
out," doubts will be immediately entertain- 
ed whether it be u worthy of all accepta- 
tion " and opinions propagated tending; 

• Nun*, xij. 
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to leSen its chara&er and deny its import* 
ance. This Wa* the cafe with tegard to tfaft 
heavenly refreflufreat fur&Uhed in thewil* 
derae& to the Israelites. . They valued it not 
becaufe they lacked " the onions, the leeks, 
and gaf licks of Egypt," Hear their difcon* 
tented fneers ! " But now our foul k dried 
away ; there is nothing .at ail, befides this 
manna, before our eyes."* AUkefpiritof 
difapprobation and reje&ion the ft&e. nation 
difcovered of Go n*s moft precious gift* They 
murmured at Jesus becaufe he $id, " your 
fathers did eat manna in the wilde*ne& and 
are dead. I am that bread of life which 
cometh down from Heaven, of which if a 
man eat he lhall live forever."! They rejg& 
ed the Meffiah before they adverted to the 
divine authority of his credentials. This, 
and the former circumftance with which it 
was compared, coujd be only from freju- 
dicb : for prejudice is a judgment formed 
before hand without examination. How 
pnreafpnable and unjiift muft fach ajudg- 

* Numb. xvi. 6. 
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nlent be !* And how great a bar to all after 
information ! 'For, if the mind be warped by 
prepofleffions, free inquiry into the merits of 
a caufe is prevented. Prejudice reftrains all 
candid interpretations of motives or princi- 
ples. It difcolors every objeft ; or repre- 
sents it in a falfe light. It leads to a deci- 
fion equally ungenerous and unfair ; for it 
often prefumes to confider the moft flight 
and frivolous drcumftanees as fatisfadory 
materials for confident affertion and decifive 
fentence. It is the immediate and copious 
fource of evil furmifes and unkind fuipicions. 
It gives rife to a caviling cenforioufhefi, 
mean infinuations, and farcaftic fheers.— 
Wherever there is a fecret bias of mind 
previoufly formed, it will catch readily at 
every litde incident and appearance to in- 
creafe its own propenfion : and turn every 
current of observation into its own corrupt 
channel. It perverts and mifreprefents the 
very beft things : turns honor into difgrace, 
merit into mifchief, chriftianity into fuperfti- 
tion, and virtue into vice. # 

• u Qui ftatuit aliquid, parte inaudita altera, 
JE<juum licet foment, hand squut exit," 
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Cautioned and inftru&ed by our fubjcft, 
and the remarks which it has fuggefted, let 
us not, my hearers, form our opinion either 
ef perfons or things too haftily ; and never 
proceed upon furmifes and precarious con- 
jectures. There is danger in making up a 
precipitate judgment. Hafty conclufions are 
the chief caufe of all our miftakes and er- 
rors* Let us not forget to examine before 
we judge ; and to underftand before we 
decide. To ridicule things we never took 
pains to inquire into, would be unfair. To 
condemn practices, the grounds and founda- 
tion of which we never examined and know 
nothing about, would be unjuft and cruel. 
A difcreet perfon will avoid being peremp- 
tory in his remarks, and decline hazard- 
ing an opinion upon that of which he is 
either totally ignorant, or but partially in- 
formed. He follows the prudent counfel of 
the antient wife man ; " blame not before 
thou haft examined the truth. Underftand 
firft, and then rebuke* Anfwer not before 
thou haft heard the caufe' j and ftrive not in 
a matter that concerneth thee not.*' "He that 
anfwereth a matter before he heareth it, it is 
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foBy and flume unto him " Upon the fiwic 
principle of equity is that maxim in commo* 
law, " every man. is prefumed to be inno* 
cent till he is proved to be guilty." No 004 
is to be arraigned without evidence, nor con* 
demned before he has made his plea of de- 
fence. Verdi& is never pafied upon a caufe 
unheard. 

It is a good rule in all doubtful matters 
to fufpend our opinion, at leaft till pofitive 
proof is obtained on which to found it. Un- 
til we have fully afcertained the real ftate oi 
the cafe, let us always be willing to put the 

• * 

fairefi jconftru&ion it will admit ; and even 
to hbpe the beft of a thing where appearances 
are againft it. Where doubt hefitates, let can- 
dor prompt ; and where jujtice balances, let 
mercy prevail. Even where we find ourfelves 
obliged to blame the principles of a certain 
fed: or party, let us not be fo uncharitable as 
to confound all its adherents and followers 
under one general indifcriminate cenfure* 
Efpecially let us not charge them with fuch 
conferences of their tenets as they difavow. 

Lastly : . where we know but in part*, 
and fee but in part, we will have the mod- 



ccnjidered and anf&ired. 1 6 a 

cfty not to prefume to decide upon thqt 
whole* Carefully will we avoid all prejudice^ 
and all afperity of opinion. We will be kind 
and liberal both in ienthnent and conduct ; 
encourage in ourfelves and approve in others 
whatever tends to promote the interefts o£ 
mankind and contribute to {he refreshment 
of fife ; and will humbly hope by the exer* 
die of amiable difpofitions and beneficent 
actions towards each other, fan&ified and 
perfected by piety towards God, to become 
prepared for that glorious fociety on high, 
where we fiiall be permitted to eat of tho 
hidden manna, and honored alfo with the 
poffeffion of the white stone in which is 
the new and myfterious name written which 
no man knoweth faving he that receiveth it.*- 

I have dwelt the longer upon this part of 
the fubjeft becaufe from prejudice ^ as wcfl ad 
from ignorance, arife moft of the obje&ionflT 
againft *me masonry, and all the mifrepre- 
fentations of its principles and praftices.f As 

* Revelations it 17. 

f " Of all fodeties, antient or modem, the moft worthy and 
refpe&able it the order of Free Mafons, which fociety has been 
rendered very fcmouaaadfprcad thcmfclvct with inconceivable. 
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the origin of fuch diflike to our inftitution 
is fo wdl known, it might be deemed paying 
too great refpeft to its cavils to take any no- 
tice of them at all. In general it is beft to 
defpife the inve&ves of calumny and finile at 
the impotence of malice ; to difdain tak- 
ing any notice of groundless funnifes ; and 
not to give ourfelves the trouble of lifiening 
to the queries of the ignorant, or of confut- 
ing the opinions of the prejudiced and cap- 
tious. But left it fhould be thought that we 
are defirous of evading an anfwer from an 
inability to vindicate, we (hall now conde- 
scend, as was propofed, 

IH. To inquire what is faid of free masonry 
by thofe who " know not what it is" 

The opinion of the initiated is well known. 
They all unite in commending the fociety 
with a warmth that borders uponenthufi- 
aim. They difcover an attachment to it, at 
which ignorance wonders and prejudice fheers. 

m 

celerity into every corner of die world where arts and learning 
have found a name. But their worth has alfo raifed them, up ma- 
ny enemies, who are the lefs to be pardoned* as the only motive 
of their intemperate rancor is their ignorance." See the Apology ' 
fir the FreeMafons, Kcafionedby their ferfecutiem in the Cantm ef 
Berne. TranflateJfrm the French. Frankfort, 1748. IZmo. 
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One of the moft frequent objections urged 
sgainft free masonry, is " the profound fecrecf 
obferved upon certain parts of the inftitution" It 
is queried how it is confiftent with thole 
principles of good will we profefs, to conceal 
any thing from the world. We anfwer, that 
the principles and privileges of the inftitution 
are open to all fuch as are qualified to receive 
them : but of thefe qualifications we muft 
referve the power of judging for ourfelves.* 
To the wife and virtuous the arcana of the 
craft, under proper fan&ions, are freely com- 
municated- But to reveal them to the igno- 
rant and vicious, would be proftituting their 
purpofe and profaning their fanftity. To di- 
vulge them in common, would be to annihil- 
ate the fociety : becaufe they are its diftin- 
guifliing features, the chara&eriftics of the 
order, and the means of its prefervation. 

* *' tfrvowuv nvm olfuci avSj wv vutt SeoXoytov, infa 
liev roig fietfaoig rkg iynxremcctyLivetQ rovroig i*t- 
voices (w zju^ctyvjj.vovvrm, aXX* iv liia (t\i$ov 
VfOHccryxovvTuv. Toi'g Si £T07rt/x«T£f0i$ yuti avaxro- 
fwv evTog, rv\ xv^Qfyu rw ovtwv A«/xt«5/, Quv&rs- 
jov reXcuvruv. Tht6 7/ hui *t/x/v, evpevta \uv eTv\ ruv 
it$y\jiewV) rot pvsDt&Tept $e "eiffvflu otyy reliw&u" 

HsLiosonvti JSttof. US. im. p. 4*4. M. ifaf. 



17* ' Pofukr ob/ecTwtu 

Without them, therefore, it could not ftb- 
fift. Befides, were all men acquainted with; 
them, without regard to fele&km or defert, 
the peculiar obligation to good officer arifing from 
the inftitution would revert back to the gen- 
eral duty of all mankind, and be fubjed to all 
thofe dedudions it now meets with in the 
world at large, and againft which it is our 
endeavor to guard* 

_ • 

; However, to have fecrets is not peculiar 
to free masonry. Every trade, every art, 
and every occupation, has its fecrets, not to 
be communicated but to fuch as have become 
proficients in the fcience connected with 
them, nor then but with proper caution and 
reftriaion $ and often times under the guard 
of heavy penalties. Charters of incorpora- 
tion are granted by civil governments for 
their greater fecurity,' and patents for their 
encouragement. Nay every government, 
every ftatefinan, and every individual, has 
fecrets, which are concealed with prudent 

care, and confided only in the trufty and 
true. 



\ » 
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We only claim a like indulgence 5 " that 
of conducing ourfelves by our own rules, 
and of admitting to a participation of our 
fecrets and privileges fuch as choofe to apply 
for them upon our own terms. So far from 
wtthing to deprive any one of the light we 
enjoy, we fincerely wHh all the race of men 
were qualified to receive it ; and if fo, our 
doors {hall never be fhut againft them, but 
our lodge, our hearts and fouls, {hall be open 
to their reception."* 

Nothing more furely, need be {aid in 
apology for the myftery and concealment 
vree masons profefs. I will proceed to an* 
other objection allied to the foregoing, which 
ignorance alfo has furmifed and prejudice prop* 
agatecL 

It is pretented that ** all who are initiated 
mu/ijwear to conceal certain fecrets before they are 
communicated to them, or they have it in their 
fewer to examine their nature and tendency : and 
that this prafiice is unlawful" There would 
be fome force in this obje&iqn were the obli- 

* Rev. J. Mc CoNocMt't (craop before the Fraternity at 
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gition in itfdf immoral, or the communica- 
tions and requirements incompatible with the 
great laws of religion or civil fociety ; the 

very reverie of which is the cafe. 

1 

What the ignorant call " the oath" is 
fimply an obligation, covenant, and promife, 
exafted previoufly to the divulging of the fpe- 
cialties of the order, and our means of recog- 
nizing each other ; that they fhall be kept 
from the knowledge of the world, left their 
original intent fhould be thwarted and their 
benevolent purport prevented. Now pray 
what' harm is there in this ? Do you not all,, 
when you have any thing of a private nature 
which you are willing to confide in a partic- 
ular friend before you tell him what it is, de- 
mand a folemn promife of fecrecy ? And, is ^ 
there not the utmoft propriety in knowing 
whether your friend is determined to con- 
ceal your fecret before you prefume to reveal 
it ? Your anfwer confutes your cavil. 

It is further urged againft free masons 
that " Their fociety is not founded on univerfal 
benevolence, becaufe they oblige them/elves to be 
kindeji and mdl generous to their own members? 
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That oar firft and choiceft fervices are paid 
to our brethren, is true j but. then we think 
it would be the greateft injuftice if it were 
otherwife. Certainly a difference ought to 
be made between thofe who have a claim 
upon our afiiftance and charity, and thofe 
who have not. As our benevolence can reach 
only a few of the infinite number that need 
comfort and fupport, fome difcrimination is 
necefiary : and what more proper than to 
give a preference to thofe who are allied to 
us by the ftrid bands of brotherhood and 
affeftion ? So the apoftle exhorts the chrift- 
ians to do good as they have opportunity to 
all men j but enjoins their fpecial and diftin- 
guiihing regards to fuch as are of the houfe- 
hold of faith.* 

Yet though we give a decided preference 
to fuch as have been tried, and proved, and 
found to be worthy ; and have, in confe- 
quence, been made members of the ma- 
fonic family ; we are known to profefs and 
pra&ife charity unconfined and liberality un- 
limited,' and to comprehend in the wide cir- 
cle of our benevolence the whole human race* 
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It is, alio, frequently argued againft free 
masonry that " fome of thofe who belong to it 
are intemperate, profligate, and woous." But 
nothing can be more unfair or unjuft than to 
depreciate or condemn any institution, good 
in itfelf, on account of the faults of thofe 
who pretend to adhere to it. The abufe of a 
thing is no valid objection to its inherent 
goodnefs. Worthlefs chara&ers are to be 
found, occafionally, in the very beft inftitu* 
tions upon earth, * c If the unworthinefi of n 

a profeffor cafts a reflexion upon the profet 
fion, it may be infered, by parity of reafon, 
that the mifconduft of a chriftian is an argu- 
ment againft chriftianity. But this, is a con- 
clufion which, I prefume, no man will allow j 
and yet it is no more than what he muft fab* 
fcribe who is fo unreasonable as to infill on 
the othen"* Nor is it any evidence that 
<: ivil laws and political inftitutions are hurt* 
fill or unferviceable becaufe there are corrupt 
citizens and diforderly members of a com- 
munity. 

The fa& is, the beft things may be abufed. 
The bread of heaven grew corrupt when ufed 

* Sec the excellent fermon of the ReV. Brother Bkockwell, 
preached at BoAon, 1749, 
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indifcreetly. The common bleffings of life 
are turned into curfes if mifapplied. 

When you fee bafe and unworthy men 
among the free masons, depend upon it, 
the fault is not in the inftitution, but in 
themfelves. They have deviated from thfe 
principles of the craft. They have counter- 
aded their profefiion, and are as bad mafons 
as men. 

The greateft precautions are ufed to pre- 
vent the admiffion of unworthy characters. 
If from want of proper information, or from 
too charitable conftru&ions, fuch are intro- 
duced, we deeply regret the miftake, and ufe 
every proper method to remedy the evil. 

Nor do we pretend to fay that thofe only 
in whom we were deceived bring difcredit 
pn the inftitution. There may be in mafon- 
ry, as tliere has been in chriftianity, a falling 
away, or a fading in the once famed good- 
ne£s of many of its members.* Some there 
are who have been admitted with the beft 
proofs of a good, a faithful, and a well fub- 

* Rev. J. In wood's fcrm. at Dartford, G. B. 1796. 
M 
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stilted character. Their name was beau : 
~ and their actions praife. Their families 
vrcre happy, their neighborhood fatisfied, 
ind the community honored, by their vir- 
tues and their worth : and mafonry itfelf 
boalted the uprightnefs, conftancy, and in- 
tegrity with which they were diftinguiihed. 
But now, alas ! all, perhaps, have reafon to 
lament, " that the fine gold is become dim, 
and the moft pure gold changed." 

Such defection, you muft be fenfible, are 
not unfrequent in all focieties : for, in this 
fallen world, focieties are formed of men ; 
and men are fallible, imperfect, frail. But 
whether fuch difafters, fuch apoftacy, fhould 
reafonbly difgrace the inftitution, or be 
thought proofs of its immprality, judge ye : 
but "judge righteous judgment." 

We do not hefitate to appeal to the world 
in juftification of the purity of our moral 
fyftem. Our conjlitutiom are well known. 
We have fubmitted them freely to general 
inveftigation. We folemnly avouch them as 
|he principles by whip h we are governed, the 
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foundation on which we build, and the rules 
by which we work, We challenge the moft 
fevere critic, the moft precife moralift, the 
moft perfeft chfiftian, to point out any thing 
in them inconfiftent with good manners, fair 
morals, or pure religion. We feel affured 
that every one who will take pains to confult 
the book muft be convinced that the inftitu- 
tiop is friendly to the beft interefts of man- 
kind, well calculated to meliorate the difpofi- 
tion and improve the chara&er, and to adorn 
its faithful adherents with every natural, fe- 
cial and moral yirtue. 

iv. This remark leads me to fhew as I 
propofed, in the laft place, what free mason- 
ry really is* 

It is a moral order of enlightened men, 
founded on a fublime, rational, and manly 
piety, and pure* and aftive virtue; with 
the praife-worthy defign of recalling to our 
remembrance the moft interefting truths in 
tne midft of the moft fociable and innocent 

pleafures,* and of promoting, without often- 

» 

• _« mifeuit utile dulci, 
i— — dele&ando, pariterque monendo." Horace, 
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tation, or hope of reward, the moft difiufive 
benevolence, the moft generous and exten- 
five philanthropy, and the moft warm and 
affectionate brotherly love. The mem- 
bers are united together by particular obli- 
gations, and acquainted by certain ^ifnj and 
tokens preferred with inviolable fecrecy, from 
remoteft ages. Thefe were originally adopt- 
ed in order to diftinguifli one another with 
eafe and certainty from the reft of the 
world; that impoftors might not intrude 
upon their confidence and brotherly affec- 
tion, nor intercept the fruits of their benefi- 
cence. They become an univerfal language, 
which, " notwithftanding the confufion of 
foreign tongues, and the forbidding aliena- 
tion of cuftom, draws from the heart of a 
ftranger the acknowledgment of a brother, 
with all its attendant endearments." 

The decorations and fymbols of the * craft 
which are thofe of a very common and ufe- 
ful art,* and the pbrafeology, which is bor- 
rowed from its higher orders, ferve to char- 
acterize an inftitution which might juftly 
claim more noble devices ; and at the fame 

• Architecture. 
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time are ufed either as emblems or indica- 
tions of the fimpleft and moft important 

MORAL TRUTHS. 

It coHe&s men of all nations and opinions 
into one amiable and permanent affociation, 
and binds them by new and irrefragable 
obligations to the difcharge of every relative 
and moral duty : and thus becomes the moll 
efie&ual fupport and brighteft ornament of 
ibcial life, and opens a wider channel for the 
current of benevolent affe&ions, and a new 
fource to human happinefs. 

Its laws are reason, and equity j its 
principles? benevolence, and lov^ ; and its 
religion, purity and truth. Its intention is 
peace on earth j and its difpojition, good 

WILL TOWARDS MEN. 

"I think (fays a fine writer*) we are 
warranted in concluding that a fociety thus 
conftituted, and which may be rendered fo 
Admirable an engine of improvement, far 
from meriting any reproachful or contu- 
melious treatment, deferves highly of the 

* Rev. Dr. Milne, Grind Chaplain, in a ferxnon before the 
Grand Lodge of England, 1 788. 
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community ; and that the ridicule and af- 
fefted contempt which it has fometimes 
experienced can proceed only from igno- 
rance or from arrogance ; from thofe, in 
fine, whofe oppofition does it honor, whole 
cenfure is panegyric, and praife would be 
cenfure." 

Assuredly then, tay hearefs, you wiH 
with me congratulate the members of St. 
Paul's lodge on the agreeable event of this' 
day* 

Right worshipful MASTER, w*or- 

SHIPFUL WARDENS, RESPECTED OF- 
FICERS, AND BELOVED BRETHREN'. 

Accept my affeftionate falutations ; accept 
the felicitations of all the friends of mafomyv 
We are pleafed with your harmony and 
zeal, and rejoice in your eftablifliment and 
profperity. Your fuccefs is connefted witfi. 
the beft interefts of humanity. May the 
ibcial. virtues you cultivate and the heart* 
felt pleafures you experience in the lodge, be 
your companions through life ! Their mild" 
influence, their benignant fpirit, will animate 
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every fcehe of duty, alleviate every corrbfion 
of care, heighten every fenfation of joy, and 
in the hour of diffolution flied divine tranf- 
port on your fouls/ 

Let all my brethren prefent be willing I 
fhould remind them that in vain do we 
attempt the vindication of 6tt* moft excel- 
lent fociety, or the commendatory defcrip- 
tion of its t purpofes and requirements, if our 
conduit contradid our profeffion. Let us 
then be cautious to avoid all thofe impro- 
prieties and vices which might tarnifh the 
lufird of our jeWels, or diminifh the credit of 
the craft. Mafonry will rife to the zenith of 
its glory if our lives do juftice to its noble 
principles, and the world fee that our actions 
hold an uniform and entire correfpondence 
with the incomparable tenets we profefe. 
Thus we lhall " obtain a good report of 
them that are without :" "and thofe who 
fpeak evil of us will be afhamed, feeing they 
ft falfely accufe our good converfation ,, and 
mifreprefent our generous purpofe, " For 
fo is the will of God that with well doing 
ye may put to filence the ignorance of fool- 
Mh men." 
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Remember that we are the associated 
jtrijends of humanity j that our facred un- 
ion embraces in its philanthropy the amities 
of the gofpel j and that charity in its kind- 
eft exercife and largeft extent is our diftin- 
guiihing chara&eriftic. Others wear the 
warmth of fummer in their face, and the 
coldnefs of winter in their heart j but a Ma- 
fon's difpofttion fliould be mild as the breeze, 
open as the air, and genial as the fun ; cheer- 
ing and bleijing all around himi: and his 
deeds jrieafant as the clear fhining after the 
rain ; and refreshing, as the dewy cloud in a 
harveft day. # 

May the ajfembly at large be convinced that 
prejudices . againft eree masonry ai;e ill 
founded, and that the Society is worthy o£ 
high encouragement and warm commen- 
dation. 

F*najuly j let us all pray that the privil- 
eges of equal right may be widely extended, 
and all men become free : that wars and con- 
tentions may be forever terminated: that 
peace and happineft may be the uninterrupt- 
ed enjoyment of all mankind : and to God 
afcend the univerfal, united, unceafing ascrip- 
tion of love and joy and praife ! 

* lfaiah xviil 4. 



i 



I 



DISCOURSE X. 



'EXAMINATION OB THE MODERN PREJUDICES AGAINST 



FREE-MASONRY. 



^ 



wi 
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Delivered at the consecration of KING DAVID'* LODG&, 

in Taunto*n, August a8, 1799. 



ROMANS x. 3. 

WE BE SLANDEROUSLY REPORTED, AND SOME Af- 
FIRM THAT WE SAT, LET US DO EVIL THAT 
GOOD MAY COME. 

W HEN partiality is fo bufily endeav- 
oring to render fufpicious the bell a&ions, and 
prejudice fo artful in throwing out infinua- 
tions to the difadvantage of the worthieft 
char after s, who can expe& to efcape " the 
ftrife of tongues ?" Efpecially as the ignorant 
and the evil minded are ever ready to adopt 
the furmife, however improbable ; and to 
give currency to the imputation, however 
unjufL 
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Even our bleffed Lord, the holy and im- 
maculate Jefus, « was defpifed and rejefted 
of men." Not all the wonderful works that 
diftinguiftied his miniftry, not the divinity 
of his preaching, the difintereftednefs of his 
condu&, nor the fan&ity of his morals, could 
fecure him from the oppofition of party and 
the rage of malignity. He forewarned his 
difcipfes of a finrilap treatment ; and told 
them that they muft expeft to meet with un- 
kind ufage, bitter reproach, and violent per- 
fection, as well as he.* Accordingly " in 
every city they had trial, of cruel mockings, 
and fcourgings, yea moreover of bonds, and 
imprifonments, and tortures.f They were 
a a left every where fpokei* againft." The 
apoftles ware reproached as being peftifent, 
ft&iotis, turbulent, and feditious fellows.]; 
They were not only accufed of confpiring 
againft the government of their nation and 
the peace of the world ;|j but alfo, of aiming 
to overthrow the religious eftabfifhrnent of 
their own country, and of all others. § 

* Matth. x. 24—26. f **eb. xi. 36. f A<5b xxiv. 5, 6.. 
)| A&s xviL 6. § A&s vi. 13, 14* xviii. 13. 
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Not only were there imputed to tbetft profti* 
ces that were dangerous, but principles that 
were unjuft. So St. Paul intimates, in the 
paffage fele&ed as a text, that there were 
thofe who charged him and his fellow labor- 
ers in the propagation of the gofpel, with 
holding tenets that he detefted. He fays no 
more in confutation of the vile imputation 
than that thofe who profefs and pra&ife upon 
fiich a principle deferve and will receive the 
higheft condemnation : but to attribute to 
him and his aflbciates fuch a motive, was a 

falfe and infidious charge. 

» 

Thus we fee that the beft men and the 
worthicft condud may be mifreprefented 
and flanderoufly reported : and that the pur- 
eft purpofes and the nobleft exertions in 
behalf of virtue, humanity, and peace, have 
been ftigmatized by fonae, and oppofed by 
others. 

The moft unfair and difingenuous, need I 
add the moft fuccefsful mode of attack, is to 
insinuate that the defign, however plaufiMe, 
is mifchievousj or, that the end, however 
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commendable, is effe&ed by means reprehen* 
fible and unjuft. 

The bafe an<J vile do&rine of " doing evil 
that good may come," or, in other words, 
that " the end juftifies the means," has alfo 
been alledged againft the free masons. Or, 
rather, it is exprefsly afferted % of the Jefuits 
and ffluminees* by authors who defignedly im- 
plicate and involve our fociety with thofe 
corrupt affociations : declaring it to be form,- 
ed upon the fame plan, founded on the fame 
principles, and furthering the fame defigns.f 
To be fure they make fome referves and 
abatements in favor of Free Mafqnry ; but 
ftill affert it to be the fatal fource to which 
all thefe bitter and deftru&ive ftreams are to 
be traced.} 

• Sec Aihe Barruel's htftory of Jaeohinifm, v, 3. New York 
odition, p. 6l, 93, and 189. Profeffor RoBISON, Proofs of a con/piracy 
againft the Religions and Governments of Europe, carried on in tbefecret 
meetings of Free Mafons, Illuminati, &&" 

f BaRRUEL, VOL 3, p. I », note, 91, 136, &C. Profeffor Ro BISON, 
Philadelphia edit. p. 83, 4a, 72, 75, 34a, &c. 

t Barruel, vol. 3. p. xi, 38, 41,5a, 87, 15a, &C. Profeffor Ro* 
BISON, p. 15, 165, 343, &c M.Le Franc, u la voile retiree? 
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I doubt not, my brethren^ but it will ftrike 
your minds with furpriie and aftonifhment, 
not unmixed with indignation and horror, 

to be informed that our venerable and antient 

...... » 

Fraternity is implicated with the infidels, 
atheifts, and diforganizerst of the prefent day 
in a charge of no lefe atrocity, than a preme r 
ditated defi^n, a long preconcerted plan, to 
deftroy the religion of Chrift, to fubvert eve- 
ry eftablilhed government upon earth, and 
to overthrow every fyftem of civil fociety 
which the virtuous ingenuity of man has 
been able to invent, with a view to improve 
and fecure the happinefs of the world ! # 

- * The Abbe Barruel has this aiTertion : « Irreligion and un* 
qualified liberty and Equality are the genuine and original fecrets 
of Free Mafonry, and the ultimatum of a regular progrefs through 
all its degrees.*' And Profejfor Robison declares, that « the Ma- 
fon Lodges in France were the hot-beds, where the feeds were fown 
and tenderly reared of all the perjurious do&rines which foon af- 
tcr choaked every moral or religious cultivation, and have made 
the Society worfe than a wafte, have made it a noifome marfh of 
human corruption, filled with every rank and poifonous weed." 
And again ; " Germany has experienced the fame gradual progrefs 
from Religion to Atheilm, from decency to difiTolutenefs, and from, 
loyalty to rebellion, which has had its courfe in France. And I 
muft now add, that this progrefs has been effected in the fame 
manner, and by the fame means ; and that one of the chief meant 
of fedu&on has been the lodges of Free Mafoas." 
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Looking into yourfelves, my brethren, 
and feeling confpous of the parity of your 
own intentions ; referring, too, to the prin- 
ciples of our antient and hitherto rcfpefed 
inftitution yon are at a lofe even to con- 
jecture the motive for fabricating an allega- 
tion fo unfounded, and bringing forward an 
imputation fo undeferved and fo Unjuft. 

By artful insinuations, forced construc- 
tions, and palpable miireprefentatkms, mod- 
ern alanrafts have afcribed to the Free- 
Mafons principles which they hold in detefta- 
tioii, motives to which they are ftrangers, 
and attions of which they were not authors. 
They blend them with focieties to which 
they have no affinity; mere political clubs 
whofe intentions and purfuits are diametri- 
cally oppofite to oar's, and altogether 
inconfiftent both with our rules and difpofi- 
tions. 

For thofe exceflfes, thofe moral and 
political evils which L>ye of late not only 
fpread war and confufion, and every evil 
work through the kingdoms of Europe, but 
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endangered the fecurity and peace of the 
world : the a&pcate for Free Mafonry has 
.no apology^ j^Fer. He contends only that 
they are nctftthe fruits of his fyftem, and 
cannot with any truth or juftice be afcribed 
to it : but muft be attributed folely to the 
corrupt fchemes and wicked devices of thofe 
defigning and bad men who were their real 
authors or abettors. 

It is poffible that the artful and daring 
heads of "the antichriitian, the antimo- 
narchical, and the antifocial confpiracy," 
about whom fo much has been written and 
laid, may have affumed the name of Mafons 
and profefled to Ihelter their fecret meetings 
for plots and cabals under the pretence of 
holding a lodge. But, God forbid ! that the 
innocent fhould be confounded with the 
guilty, or that Free Mafonry fhould be ac- 
countable for proje&s or condemned for 
practices which it could never countenance. 
Long and deeply fhall we have to regret that 
the opinion which the public had entertain* 
ed of a peaceable and undefigning fociety 
fhould be thus abufed. But the candid 

N 
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obferver will do us the juftlce to acknow- 
ledge that the harmlefs fold are not account- 
able for the mean duplicity, the bafe defigns, 
or the bloody ravages of the wolves in 
flieep's clothing.* 

« 

The vifionary fancies which modern phk 
lofophiftsf may have annexed to Free 
Mafonry, the abfurd and extravagant errors 
they have attempted to father upon it, are 
foreign and illegitimate. We difavow and 
difown them. They bring difcredit upon 
thofe who would incorporate fuch vanities 
with our fyftem : but they debafe not the 
purity of our original constitution. They 
can be urged only to fhew the arts and 
wickednefs of intriguing men ; and impeach 

* a It is fufficiently in proof that the founders of different con- 
fpiracies, aware of the fecrecy permitted to the proceedings of 
the fraternity of Mafons, have affumed that chara&er, and avail- 
ed themf elves of the credit given to that inftitution, in order to 
render unfufpe&ed the tendency, and undetected the progrefs of 
their own abominable machinations. From what we have heard 
and read, we are perfuaded, that the fundamental principles and 
general practices of Free Mafonry are as oppofite to thofe of the 
Jlluminees, of the Propaganda, or of any other fe& in hofHlity to, 
good order and government, as light to darknefs, or good to evil" 

London Review, Aug. 1797* 

f The Martiniib, EcleOka, CagHofoos, &«. 
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not the natural tendency of an eftablifhment, 
whofe every precept, form, and ceremony, 
inculcates virtue, aflifts order, and difpofes 
to peace. And no one fuppofes it an argu- 
ment againfi Christianity, or that im- 
peaches its divinity 9 that the corruptions of 
popery or the fcandalfc of mahometanifm 
have been engrafted upon it : nor is it a re- 
proach to its truths that falfe profefibrs and 
falfe doftrines have abufed the fan&ion of 
its name. Such impoftures were predi&ed 
by the higheft authority $ and, while they 
have faded away, the permanency of that 
fublime and rational fyftem has been a 
ftrong proof of its divine origin and fupe** 
rior excellence. And we are aflured, that 
genuine fmee masonry will long furvive 
the imitations of impofture and the attacks 
of mifreprefentation. 

We cannot too often repeat, that, while 
our inftitution is known to require a firm 
belief in the essence, a devout reverence 
for the chara&er, and a cheerful obedience 
to the laws of the supreme architect of 
the universe, the ETERNAL GODj 
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while it is evidently built upon, and vene* 
rates the holt scurru*£s;* that am* 
ftru&on muft be a forced one, indeed* 
which imputes to it principles and plans of 
irreligious tendency ! If it were an immoral 
or antichriftian afibciation, how happens it 
that to many of the clergy are not only 
members, but zealoufly attached to it j not 
only its apologifts, but its patrons ? For my* 
felf , I declare that fuch is my high reverence 
for ch&istianitt, and my devotedne£s to 
its caufe, that, did I believe fmer masonry t 
as it is known and cultivated among us, and 
as I have been acquainted with it, had a ten- 
dency to weaken or deftroy the faith of the 
gofpel, I would openly and immediately re-* 
nounce the order, and fpurn with indigna- 
tion its badges and its bonds ! t 

* See tilt Book of Confutations, Chapter L Section x, e/Gou 
end religion. 

f a I have had the honor ((aid the Rev. Charles Bkockwell) 
Of being a member of this antient and honorable fociefy many 
years, have fnftained many of its offices, and can, and do aver uft 
this focred place, and before the grand architect of the -world, 
that I never could obferve ought therein, but what was jnOifiahla 
and commendable according to the ftri&eft rules of fociety • thi* 
being founded on the precepts of the gofpel, the doing the will 
tfGop, and the fubduing the paffio— , and highly co n ducing ta> 



• It is equally incredible to fuppofeit cal- 
culated to effedt any change of political 
opinion, much lefs to promote a revolution 
in any government under which it may be 
permitted to operate. For one of the moft 
pofitive injun&ions impofed on a candidate 
fot our order, and, one of the admonitions 
moft frequently repeated in our affemblies, 
is " to fulfil all civil duties in the pioft dif- 
tinguifhed manner and from the pureft 
motives/ 9 This, it is well known, is among 
our moft pofitive and binding regulations j 

every (acred and focxal virtue. But, not to infift on my own ex- 
perience, the very antiquity of our confutations furnifhes a funV 
cient ground to confute all gainiayers. For no combination of 
/ wicked men, for* wicked purpofe, ever lafted long. The want 
of virtue, on which mutual truft and confidence is founded, foou 
divides and breaks them to pieces. Nor would men of unqueft- 
ionable wifdom, known integrity, ftri& honor, undoubted veraci- 
ty and good fenfe, (though they might be trepanned into a fooltih 
pr ridiculous focicty, which could pretend to nothing valuable,) 
ever continue in it, or* contribute towards fupporting and propa- 
gating it to pofterity." Serm. before the Grand Lodge at Boftoo, 
i1S°>p*g' x6. 

It were eafy to quote other tefthnoniea. Were dot this note 
already too lengthy, I would have added that of the Rev. Charles 
Leslie ; a man eminent for his piety, and famous for his matter* 
Jy writings in defence of Chriftianity againft the Deifts, &c. but 
muft refer to his difcourfe entitled <( A vindication of Mafonry 
and its excellency demonitratcd : M delivered before the Lodge of 
Vcrapn JCUwinning. 

N2 
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yet it feems as if our anceftors, fearful of riot 
fufficiently guarding the fraternity againft 
the poffibility of being fufpe&ed of difloyal- 
ty, had judged it necefiary, in their general 

laws, politively to prohibit the uttering of a 
fingle fentence in our meetings on any politi- 
cal fubjett whatever. In the " antient charges 
collected from old records " is the following : 
"No private piques or quarrels muft be 
brought within the door of the lodge, far 
left any quarrels about religion, or nations, 
or ftate policy : being of 2(11 nations, tongues, 
kindreds, and languages, we are refolved 
againft all politics, as what never yet con- 
duced to the welfare of the lodge, nor ever 
will." Again ; " as political affairs have oc- 
cafioned difcord amongft the neareft relations 
and moil intimate friends, Mafons are en- 
joined never to fpeak of, or difcufs them in 
the lodge." 

How far Free Mafbnry interferes with the 
affairs of government will be beft ascertained 
by one or two extrafts from the book of 
conftitutions. Such an appeal " to the law 
and to the teftimony" is the more necefiary, 
becaufe tjds has lately become a fubjed of 



1 
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ferious alarm; and becaufe our inftitutes 
and rules, orders and ceremonies, though 
printed and publifhed, are feldom confulted 
but by the brethren. Others do not read 
them from indifference; our enemies will 
not, from contempt j or elfe they fear to 
bring their affertions to this light, left they 
fiiould be reproved, or confuted. This vol- 
ume, curious for its articles of remote an- 
tiquity, and interefting for its inftrudive 
documents, contains the following princi- 
ples : " Whoever would be a true Mafon is 
to know, that, by the privileges of his order, 
his obligations as a fubjed and citizen will 
not be relaxed, but enforced. He is to be a 
lover of peace, and obedient to the civil 
powers which yield him prote&ion, and are 
fet over him where he refides, or works. 
Nor can a real craftfman ever be concerned 
in confpiracies againft the ftate, or be difre- 
ipe&ful to the magiftrate ; becaufe the wel- 
fare of his country is his moft happy 
objeft."* No man can be invefted with the 

* Conftitutiont, chap. x. fe& %> of government and tht civil 
magiftrate. 
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office of matter of a lodge until be has 
fignificd his affcnt to thofe charges and regu* 
lations which point out the duty of that 
ftation, and promife to fubmit and fupport 
them, " as matters > have done in all ages/* 
Among other particulars are thefe: "You 
agree to be a peaceable fubjeft, and cheer- 
fully to conform to the laws of the country 
in which you reilde." " You promife not 
to be concerned in plots or confpiracies 
againft government $ but patiently to fub- 
mit to the decifions of the fupreme legifla« 
lure." €i You agree to pay a proper refpeft 
to the civil magiftrate ; to work diligently, 
Kve in credit, and aft honorably with alt 
men."* Laftly, every candidate, upon ad« 
million, is thus charged ; " In the ftate you 
are to be a quiet and peaceable fubje&. You 
are never to countenance difloyalty or re* 
bellion ; but yield yourfelf, and encourage 
in others, a cheerful conformity to the gov* 
ernment under which you live»"t 

* ContHtUtions, Part ZZ. Ceremony of conflicting and confecrating a 
ledge > in/tatting the officer*, life, page 84. 

•f ConftitUtions, Part ZIX. Charge at initiating into the frfl degree^ 

page za*. 
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How ftrange is it, my hearers, that an 
inftitution, thus guarded and fenced ag&inft 
political difobedience, Should be fufpefted of 
being "the hotbed of fedition!" Or that 
any one fhould think of imputing to men 
bound by thefe tics, governed by thefe laws, 
and under thefe reftri&ions, " plans of difi 
organization and rebellion !" Do thefe prin- 
ciples lead to confpiracy? Are they not 
diametrically oppofite to all difafFe&ion to* 
wards " the powers that be ; whether it be 
to the king as fupreme, or unto governors ? ,f 
Do they not more refemble the good old 

loyal doftrine oipajfvoe obedience and non-re/t/l* 

* . 

ance?* We blufh for the ignorance, and 

wonder at the perverfity of thofe who 

* An aged and orthodox divine, in a fermon at the confecra- 
tton of a lodge at Ramfgate in Kent, Sept. 3, 1798, makes this, 
folemn protcftauon ; « As an advocate both zealous and deter- 
mined, as an advocate for this order, from the ftrongeft convi&ion . 
#f its excellency, both in politics and patriotifm ; I fcruple not to 
challenge our bittereft reviler to fix upon one nngle Mafon who 
dare affirm that in any of our tranfe&ions, whether public or pri- 
vate, thefe is a tingle trait either fentimental or practical, in all 
our mafonic order which bears not even the very cnthufiafin of 
loyalty." Inwoop, p. a66. 
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declare that they " view the .brotherhood as 
a hoard of confpirators, who have long 
waited only for the baleful genius of a 
Weifhaupt to launch out into all the crimes 
of a revolution."* 

. That an inftitution which is founded oil 
love to God and love to man; whofe glory is to 
reward in its members thofe peaceful virtues 
which are moft friendly to their own inter- 
nal tranquillity, and moft beneficent and hap- 
py to the world ; which declares and repeats 
to all its candidates arid in all its lodges, that 
it can never countenance any thing contrary 

tO MORALS^ RELIGION) Of THE STATE ; which 

expects and requires the higheft reverence to 
the Supreme Being, obedience to rulers, re- 
fped to fuperiors, kindnefs to equals, and 
condefcenfion to inferiors ; I fay, that fuch 
an inftitution fhould be declared, or even 
fufpeded to militate with religion, peace, 
and focial order, is matter of aftonHhment. 
It muft require the prejudices of an ex-jefuit 
to draw fo ftrange an inference from fuch 

• Barruil, W. 4*4, of the id, Englifi edition, p. 1 6ft. 



dgaihjl Free Mafonty. 4oj 

Oppofing premifes ; or the faculty of Scotch 
fecond light to fee things thus awry.* 

Are not Mafons, as well as other men, 
members of civil fociety ; equally interefted 
in preferring its order and peace ? Do they 
not owe their perfonal and their affociate fe- 
curity to the laws j their prote&ion to the 
magiftrate ? What poffible inducement could 
they have for endangering that fecurity, or 
forfeiting that prote&ion ? 

Whatever interferes with the prosperity 
of any nation, perfuafion, or individual, 
forms no part of the mafonic theme. While 
the real Mafon ads within his fphere he is a 
friend to every government which affords 
him protection •, and particularly attached 
to that country wherein he firft drew breath. 



• " Nor lefs avails this optic fleight, 
And Scottifh gift of fecond ftght ; 
Which fees not only all that was, 
But much that never came to pafs. 
And optics (harp it needs, I ween, 
To fee what is not to be fcen.' 
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That is the centre of his circle ; the point 
where his affe&ons are warmeft. His phi* 
fantbropy is by no means incompatible with 
patriotifm ; and when he fpeaks of being^r^ 
and of Handing on a level with his,brethren t 
he advances no fentiment in militancy with 
focial or political grades and dignities. He 
admits, and is familiar with, the principle 
of due fubordination. He finds its expedi- 
ency in his own inftitution $ and he knows 
it effential to good government and order 
in the community. " To be free is one of 
the chara&eriftics of his profeffion ; but it 
is that fteady freedom which prudence feels 
and wifdom didates :" a freedom which 
reafon honors and virtue fan&ions : a free- 
dom from the dominion of paffion and the 
flavery of vice. * 

Appeal we to fad, to the hiftory of all na* 
tions ; and we fhall find that Free Mafons 
have always been peaceable and orderly 
members of fociety.* Submiffive, even un- 
der governments the maft intolerant and 

* See * An apology for the Free and Accepted Mafons, occafion^i 
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fcppreffive, they filently cultivated their be* 
nevolent plan, and fecured it confidence and 
protection by exhibiting in their conduft 
its mild, pacific, and charitable tendencies. 
They excited no factious refinance to 
eftablHhed authorities, confpired in no tur- 
bulent and feditious fchemes* exaggerate 
ed no grievances, nor even joined in the 
clamors of popular difcontent* Making it a 
tule never to fpeak evil of dignities, nor in* 
terfere with the claims of lawful authority, 
they, at all times and in all places, fupported 
the character and obtained the praife of liege 
fubje&s, and good citizens. 

Recur we to the American hiftory* 
Were Price, Oxnard, Tomlinfon, Gridley, 
leaders in rebellion ? Was Warren a feditious 



by the perfesvtion of tbm in thi Canton of Berne." Pr'tnttd at Franc 
fort, 1748. iimo. 

And u An impartial examination oftUaR of At aflbciate Synod 
at Stirling .•" by the Rtv. Chailis Leslii. 

In * late Britiih pobttoation it the following oWervatioa % 
* Were there even no other teftunony in favor of Free Mafonry, 
the public would not be eafily perfuaded to look upon that to be 
big with fceret mifchief, which as «pe% cfnonfed by EM 

Pnbli$ Cbara&rt, of 1798 and I799» **L 1, p. *4» 
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perfon ? Or does Wafhington countenance 
confpiracy againft government ? Are not the 
members of the fraternity known ? Are they 
fuch as are generally thought to harbor in- 
imical defigns againft the civil or ecclefiafti- 
cal eftabliftiment ? Are the lodges principally 
compofed of, or governed by, men fufpefted 
of diforganizing projefts or demoralizing 
views ? You will unite in anfwering No ! 
Scarcely an individual can be found in our 
order who can be thought to favor fuch 
principles. 

But enough, furely has been faid to con- 
vince every candid and unprejudiced mind 
that the members of the antient Fraternity 
of Free and Accepted Mafons are incapable 
of a defign fo bafe and villanous as " a coil- 
fpiracy againft religion, government, and 
focial order/* 

And we, my brethren, know* and it is our 
boaft, that a profound veneration for the 
chriftian verity ; and a dignified refpeft for 
the government and a patriotic zeal for the 
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welfare of our country, are among our fa* 
cred duties and our deareft interefts. In this 
chara&er and corfduft may we ftill be known 
and refpe&ed ; continuing to " walk by the 
fame rule, and to mind the fame thing/* 

The officers and members of King David*s 
Lodge, this day to be inftaUed and confecrat- 
ed, will permit me, ere I retire, to congratu- 
late their eftablifhment, and tender them my 
beft wifhes. 

While your attachment to Free Mafonry 
and zeal in its caufe demand the approbatioi) 
of all its friends, may your lives 3fld virtue* 
confute the flandejrous reports of all its ene* 
mies. 

May your lodge be beautiful as the tern* 
pie, peaceful as its ark, and facred 9s its moft 
holy place ! May your oblations of piety and 
praife be grateful as the incenfe, your love 
warm as its flame, and your charity diffufive 
as its fragrance ! May your hearts be pure as 
the altar, and your whole conduit acceptable 
as the offering ! May the approbation of 
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Heaven be your encouragement ; and may 
that benignant Being, " who feeth in fecret* 
reward you openly V 9 

Finally : May we all be accepted of God ; 
Workmen that need not to be afliamed, right- 
ly difcharging the duties of life. May we 
abhor tltyt which is evil, and cleave to that 
winch is good j approving ourfelves to* ev» 
ry man's confidence in the fight of God : 
.and be continually making approaches to 
that ftate where the credit of virtue is ef- 
tablifhed and fecure, and its (atisfa&ions per* 
feft and eternal ! 
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DISCOURSE XI. 



ON THE BEST WAT OF DEFENDING 



FREE-MASONRY. 



DISCOURSE XI. 

i PETER, gu 15, 16. 

*~ « WITH WELL DOING YE MAT PUT TO SILENCE 

TH£ IGNORANCE OF FOOLISH MEN AS FRE& 

AND NOT USING TOUR LIBERTY FOR A CLOAK OF 

MALICIOUSNESS, BUT AS THE SERVANTS OF GOD." 

1 SHALL ufe thefe words, my brethren, 
as the motto to a difcourfe, wherein I pro- 
pofe, after adverting to the injuftice of thofe 
imputations which are brought forward 
againft Free Mafonryv briefly to confider the 
way in which we can beft preferve it from 
mifreprefentatipns, and beft defend ijt againft 
cenfures. 

Whilst we feel our minds enlarged by 
its difcoveries, our hearts expanded by its 
charitias, and our fatisfa&ions increafed by 
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its influence, we cannot grow indifferent to 
its interefts, nor hear the reproaches repeated 
againft it with the coldnefs of unconcerned 
auditors, without emotion and without re- 
ply. With honed zeal we come forward ; 
not to conteft the fubjeft in * a war of 
words } ff not to difcufs, but to demonftrate ; 
not to defend opinions agjtmft thofe whom 
no reafons will fatisfy and no arguments 
tonVince j but to vindicate tmr principles by 
referring to their effefls on our temper tod 
our conduct. 

Modesty, which retires from obfervation; 
diffidence, which always entertains an hum- 
ble opinion of its own ttierit* and avoids 
oftentation as it does cenfure ; have hitherto 
reftrained us from fuch a plea : but out 
enemies impel us to this iffue. 

i. Free Masonry, you know, Is, at the 
prefent day, viewed in an unfavorable light : 
and we are confidered by fome as covenant- 
ing on principles and afldciated for purpofes 
.deftru&ive of civil fubordination, and tend- 
ing to diflblutenefs and infidelity j to the 
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<lifavowal of all that i§ venerable in virtue or 
{acred in religion. In vain have we re- 
peatedly unfolded our fentimctits to public 
examination, in the nioft honeft, ingenuous, 
and explicit manner. Our protections are 
disregarded: and while every paltry pam- 
phlet or paragraph written in oppofition to 
us is eagerly read and implicitly believed; 
what we publifh, particularly the book of 
constitutions, which contains our laws and 
ceremonies, is never inquired after, never con- 
sulted; 

My brethren, our inexorable accufers ar- 
raign us at the tribunal of the public, to de- 
fend ourfelves, not againft what they kmnvj 

m 

"but what they fuftett j to anfwer, not few: 
what they have experienced, but what they 
fear. This is taking us at great difadvan- 
Jage : and the unfairnefs, as well as injuftice, 
of fuch an allegation, will excufe our paffing 
it by in filent contempt. We challenge 
them to point out the ihftances in which we 
have appeared the advocates or the abettors 
of immorality or rebellion ! We fubmit our 
a&ions to their prying invefiigation ; hoping, 

o 2 
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before, fome allowance/or the frailties and im- 
perfections incident to humanity ; arrogating 
to ourfelves no immaculate purity nor inde- 
fectible virtue; but neither needing nor 
aflring apology for any thing that is peculiar 

to us as MASONS. 

» 

Assured that whatever follies or impru- 
dencies inay have injured our credit as men 9 
and that whatever vices have wounded our 
chara&er as chriftiansj it never juftified the 
former no* allowed the latter, let us excul- 
pate our inftitution j and frankly declare 
that our errors and crimes are from another 
fource, the weaknefs and depravity of human 
nature, the incitements to evil and the cor- 
ruptions of the' world, to which all alike are 
expofed* 

A distinction muft be made between 
what is attributive to Free Mafonry, and what 
is not ; between what is within its influence, 
and what is beyond its fphere. For though 
we may fafely declare that it is impra&icable 
to afcend intp thefe regions without improve- 
ment of the heart and enlargement of the urt- 
derftanding, dnd without carrying along with 
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us into the world we ire obliged to a& 
in, fomething to purify out conduft and 
meliorate our condition : yet we do not 
pretend that Free Mifonry was inftituted foe 
the exprefs purpofes of teaching morals* 
And though all Its rites, ceremonies and 
charges, imply the neceffity and exprefs the 
importance of piety and virtue, and with im- 
preffive folemnity inculcate their obferv- 
ancfc ; yet it never profeffed to be a fubftitutc 
for natural or revealed religion, nor to pre- 
fcribe the faith, regulate the confeience, or 
control the judgment of any. It has 
enough liberality to allow each man to be 
" free," but fo much reftraint as to prevent 
him from ufing his liberty for " a cloak of 
licentioufhefs." 

We are the more particular in making 
this difcriminatioH, becaufe fome late 'Writers 
have fuggefted that Mafonry profeffes to 
fuperfede all religions, and to introduce a 
moral code of its own in their ftead. 

2. Many are fo uncharitable as to, lay 
the blame of every thing erroneous in the 
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lie greateft characters in the world have 
laid afide their dignities, and put themfelvcs 
6n a level with us. Not that I would have 
it imagined that Free Mafonry can derive 
any authenticity or importance from the 
celebrity of thofe who belong to the fodety : 
it being rather calculated to confer refpeft- 
ability, than neceffitated to borrow it. yet* 
when we find in every period of its hiftory 
fome of the firft rate characters in every 
eftimable refpecfc, belonging to it and glory- 
ing in it, the conclufion cannot be confidered 
fextremely arrogant, that thd inftitution has 
fome real excellence ; at leaft, that it. is not 
fo "frivolous" or "dangerous" a combina- 
tion as fome Would fain feprefent it. It is 
not to be fuppofed that the great, the wife, 
and the good, of all ages, would have given 
it their decided fupport, had they found it 
Containing any intriniic principles repugnant 
to the interefts of fociety, or hoftite to theit 
teligious principles. Would they not, ra- 
ther, have been the firft to have proclaimed 
the evil of its tendency, and to have avowed 
their condemnation of its fpirit and defign I 
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Suffer me now, in conclufion, my bretk* 
ren, briefly to point out what I confider the 
beft, I might fay the only effe&ual method 
of vindicating the principles and re-eftabliih* 
ing the credit of the order. 

To remove the veil which mifinformation 
and prejudice have thrown over' the eyes o£ 
our enemies, it remains for us to convince 
them by our lives of the truth of our decla- 
rations ; and to let our conduit be a letter 
of recommendation, " feen and read of all 
men." 

4 

m 

This is a kind of Convi&ion which muft 
at length prevail over the moft obftinate and 
unyielding prepoffeffions. 

A good- life id an unanfwerable refutation 
of every charge. 

By a life and converfation regulated by 
wifdom and fandtioned by virtue ; by dis- 
charging every duty with integrity and fidel- 
ity ; and by exercifing to all around,* us every 
friendly and tender office of charity j we 
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JhaB demonstratively prove that oar inftku- 
ffon does not train us up in demoralising 
principles ; and that they are either ignorant 
or fbofife men who have (aid that it did. 

By piety towards God and faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; by a veneration for 
the gofpel, an exemplary obedience to its 
precepts, and a regular observance of its infti- 
tutkms j we ftiaU get clear of die charge of 
ttitng " Antichriftiin Conipirators." 

■ 

Lastlt .* By our zeal for the intermits of 
our country j by maintaining, fupporting, 
*nd defending its civil and religious rights 
and liberties j by paying all due allegiance, 
honor, and fubmiffion to its jnagiftrates, ftt- 
preme and fubordinate j by leading peace- 
able lives in aH godlinefs and honefty ; and 
by endeavoring to promote harmony and 
good will, condefcenfion and fubordiimtion 
among all orders of men ; we fhall put to 
-filence the opprobrious allegations of tho& 
who ftriye to prejudice the public againft 
fVee Itfafbary by infiauating that it is " the 
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kcrt'bed of fedkion," and fraught with pui> 
pofes for the fubvcrfion of aH government 
and rule, all thrones, principalities and poor* 
ers. 

Thus, my brethren, 

" We'll diffipate each dark and threatening cloud 
That prejudice and calumny can pile, 

By radiant probity of heart afta life, 
And perfevering deeds of love and peace*" 

Defended and illuftrated by an edifying 
example, Free Mafonry will yet triumph in 
its influence, and be refpe&ed in its efie&s* 

. While we evince in practice thofe princi- 
ples we profefs in theory , our inftitution will 
u have a good report of all men, and of the 
truth itfelf ;*' and thofe who " fpeak evil of 
us as evil doers, will be aSiamed/* feeing 
they falfely accufe and mifreprefent us. 

Regulated by the precepts of wifdqm, 
fupported by the ftrentfh of virtue, and a- 
dorned with the beauty of beneficence, our 
afttons will efcape cenfure, if they meet not 
praife. If we live within compafi, aft upon 
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the fquare, fubdue the paffions, keep a tongue 
of good report, maintain truth and pra&ife 
charity ; we fhall not only difplay the prin* 
dples, but honor the caufe we have efpoufed. 
Such an exemplification of its tendencies, 
will do more to wipe away the unfavorable 
impreifions which any have received againft 
the inftitution, and will more effeftually con-, 
ciliate their efteem of it, than all the reafon- 
ing of labored argument, or all the eloquence 
pf verbal panegyric. 

* 

Then^ as we honor pur profefiion, our 
profefiion will be an honor to us. 

Remember, brethren, that the interests of 
Free Mafonry are in your hands. Be careful 
then, not to blend with it your weakneffes ? 
nor to ftain it with your vices. Confider 
liow much the world expe&s of you j and 
how unwilling to make you any abatements. 
Confider with what dignity, fidelity, and 
refpeftability you ought to fupport the char<> 
after you bear : and render the name of Ire* 
Mrzfon illuftrious, as designating worth and 
virtue of fuperior ftamth 
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It is highly incumbent on you to " walk 
in wifdom towards them that are without ;" 
doing nothing that fhould render your prin- 
ciples fufpicious, or difgrace your inftitution 
in their eyes, nothing that ihould give them 
new occafion of diflike, or increafe their for- 
mer prejudices. For, " be allured that, if in 
your condud you forget that you are mbn ; 
the world, with its ufual feverity will remem- 
ber that you axe Mqfons" 

• 

While ambitious of obtaining the favor- 
able opinion of mep, let us pot be regardlefs 
of tjie honor that cometh from God. His 
approbation will make us ample amends for all 
we may fuffer from their evil furmifings and 
unjuft reproaches. Let us, therefore, feek to 
pleafe Gop rather than men. Remembering 
that we are his fervapts j let us be fervent in 
ipirit, ferving him with fidelity, cpnftancy, 
and zeal. Let the fenfe pf his adorable pref- 
ence never, for a moment, be eftranged from 
our minds. May all our conduit be ftridJy 
and invariably direfted by his will and word, 
May we " walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
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plcafing i" and " when a min'i wiys pteafe 
the Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be 
at peace with him." 

. To CONCLUDE : 

If, Brethren, we have any true love for 
Mafonry ; if we have at heart the honor, and 
the intercft of this moft indent and venera- 
ble inftitution j we fliall be careful, not only 

to rule and govern our faith, but to fquare 
our actions by the holy Word of God : and, 
while with each other we literally walk upon 
the level, may we keep within due bounds 
with all mankind. Thus fliall we merit and 
obtain the reputation, not only of " good 
men and true," but of wife and fkilful, Free 
and accepted Mafons.* And when he who 
is u the firft born among many brethren,** 
ihall again appear " to be glorified in his 
faints and admired in all them. that believe," 
may he pronounce onr commendation and 
defignate our reward by this declaration, 
'" thefe fliall walk with me in white, for 
they are worthy 1" 

* Bro. Benjamin Green's OratUn he/ore tic Philanthropic 
JiOdgc, June 34, 1797, page %%. 
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As the time has now arrived, my 
brethren, when I am to retire from the office 
with which I have for feveral years been 
honored, and fhall not again addrefs you in 
public ; I am de£rou$ of leaving with you, 

now, my laft counfels and my beft wiflies. 

• 

As Chaplain to the grand lodge, I have 
been repeatedly called upon, both to lead the 
devotional exercifes, and to perform the pre- 
ceptive duties on public confecrations and 
feftivals. During the courfe of this fervice 
Z have endeavored, to the beft of my abilities, 
to illuftrate the genius and to vindicate the 
principles of our inftitutioa ; and, while 
inculcating upon the members a regard to 
its duties, to imprefs the community at large 
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with a favorable opinion of its defign and 

• 

tendency. And you have not only liftened 
to my inftru&ons with attention, but have 
exprefied, in the moft flattering terms, your 
acknowledgment of my fidelity and your 
approbation of my zeal. To have acquitted 
jnyfelf, in any degree,, to your fatisfa&ion, 
in my addreffes to ydu, and in my public vin- 
dication of the Fraternity, is a circumftznce 
upon which I £ball refleft with grateful fenfi- 
bility fo long as I live. 

Desirous of improving the intereft I have 
obtained in your regards for the purpofe of 
animating you to a fpirit and conduft becom- 
ing the antient and honorable inftitution to 
which 9 you belong, I beg your attention to a 
few parting counfels upon feveral topics of 
great importance to your credit and your 
happinefe as masons. 

With this view I have, according to cler- 
ical cuftom, felefted a text for my difoourfe 
from the facred fcriptures. As pertinent to 
my fituation and my defign, I Hull make ufe 
of that pafiage inferted in the 
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2 COR. xni. it. 

FWALLT, BRETHREN, FAREWELL. BE PERFCT. BM 
OF GOOD COMFORf. BR OP ONE MIND. LIVE IN 
PRAVS ; AND THE GOD OF LOVE AND PEACE 

9 HALL BE WITS TOV. 

. » 

This is the afFe&oilate farewell which the 
Apoftle Paul took of his chriftian friends at 
Corinth. Its import is this : May all joy 
and happinefs ever attend you ! That this 
may be the cafe, make it your care to amend 
whatever is amifs among you, and rife to 
the greateft perfe&ion in virtue. Support 
and help one another in affli&ion : and may 
you be yourfelves comforted with thofe 
ftrong confolations which true chriftianity 
fuggefts. Cultivate for each other an en* 
deared attachment, and retain an intire 
unanimity. And let me urge it upon you 
that ye be peaceable in your demeanor, and 
charitable in your fentiments ; for then the 
God of love and peace will gracioufly own 
andblefs you, and be your prefent helper 
and everlafting portion. 

In like terms, and with like cordiality, 
would I apply this pathetic counfel to you> 

P2 
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my fflbft valued friends, and echo thefe pious 
wiflies on your behalf. But, as your chrif* 
tian duties are inculcated on other occafions, 
there is no propriety in my dwelling particu- 
larly on them now ; I fhall confine myfelf 
principally to thofe that are mafomc. 

h* the kbwledge and bbfervahce of thefe 
alfo, Brethren* ite frEnrecr. 

i • To be thoroughly inftrufted in the lee* 
teres j well acquainted with the ceremonies? and 
complete in the degrees of fmek masqn&t* b 
the ambition of all. But by this very incli« 
nation, laudable as it undoubtedly is, fome 
are prompted to a more rapid progrefs 
through its forms than is confiftent with a 
clear and adequate comprehenfLen of its prim* 
ciples. Hence they gain but a Superficial, or 
at beft only a theoretical and Speculative 
knowledge of its fublime arcana : and, not % 
applying to praRice its fymbols and its rules, 
* they do not live in its influence nor exhibit 
its effefts. They miftake the procefs for 
the refult ; and reft in the means y without 
attaining the end. 
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is an art of .great compafs and 
extent. A knowledge of its fnyfteri^s is not 
attained at once, but by degrees. By much 
inftru&ion and affiduous application, ad- 
vances are made. Every ftep is progrcffive, 
and opens new light and informatiQn. " Ac- 
cording to the progress we make we limit 
or extend our inquiries j and, in proportion 
to our capacity, we attain to a le& or a great* 
er degree of perfection.'** 

He who knows the nam^s and under* 
ftands the application of the various tools 
aad implements of the „ ccaft, is, to be fure, 
thereby thoroughly furni{hed to every good 
work} but he, only, who ufes %nd applies 
thetn to intelleftual, moral, jyid focial edi- 
fication, is the workman tbatneedeth jnot to 
.be afhamed. 

Therefore, in exhorting -you * to be tfer- 
fed in masonrt, I intend, not flierply .that 
you fliould be expert in the Je&ures, , t>r 
eager to rife through its degases } bat that 

* Preston. 



t$2 teledi&ory Difcourfe* 

you fhould enter into the fpirit of its folemn 
rites* and learn the full import of its inter* 
efting fymbols ; that you fhould be perfed 
in the knowledge and in the application of 
its principles, in the poffeffion of the virtues 
it expe&s, and in the difcharge of the duties' 
it enjoins. 

2. Moreover, my brethren, be of gooi> 
comfort. 

There are, indeed, many troubles in the 
lot of humanity; and you, like others, are 
expofed to them. But be not difmayed. 
By our excellent inftitution you are furnifh- 
ed with preventives or remedies againft 
moil of them, and with fupports and folace 
under all. You have a retreat, over which 
the changes of the world have not the leaft 
power. They reach not its peaceful receffes : 
they intrude not on its facred quiet. Your 
cares, perplexities, and misfortunes, follow 
you not into the lodge. You leave them 
behind you, with the agitated fcene of 
which they are a part ; and come hither to 
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partake the fweet comfort of brotherly loVe> 
the bland alleviations of fympathy, or the 
effectual relief of charity and beneficence, 

when that is wanted alfo. 

» 

Here you are introduced to aflbciates 
whofe warm and generous fouls, whole en- 
lightened and elevated minds, are drawn 
towards each" other by willies the moft virtu- 
ous and fentintbnts the moft fublime. Here 
you enter into a faithful, tender, and refined 
friendship. In this intimate and endeared 
connection, the inclinations are free, the 
feelings genuine, the fentiments unbiased* 
And the undifguifed communication of 
thoughts and wiflies, of pleafures and pains, 
ihews that the confidence is mutual, fincere,^ 
and intire. Advice, confolation, fuccour, 
are reciprocally given and received, under 
all the accidents and misfortunes of life. 
And what forrow can refill the confolation 
that flows from an intercourfe fo tender and 
fo kind ? The pains and troubles of a wound- 
ed heart will foon be alleviated or cured ! 
The clouds which overflxadowe.d the profpe ft 
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will quickly -fedc away. Light "Grill break in 
upon the view, .and hope and joy gild and 
decorate the fcene. 

Yes, my brethren, in coming hither you 
gather reftorarion from the paft, refrefhment 
for i!he prefent, and refburces againft >the 
future :* and you return back to the wotfld, 
with a otlm, refolute, and well fortified 
mind, betteriitted to ftieet the trials, and 
better enibled to bear the burdens of Hfe. 

In faft, in the very courfe of paffiijg 

through the feveral grades, you acquire a 
jkm-aadjieady re/ilution vftnind* prepared for 

every reverie, fuperior to eve^y fhock. You 
Jearn the discipline of virtue ; you Uften to 
^he iafbru&ions of wifdom •, and, . following 

a faithful and unerriog guide, youputyour 

truji in Goo, and fear nothing. 

"Wherefore, we bcfeech you brethren, 
comfort yourfelves together and edify one 
another, even as alfo you do :" and 1 be par- 
ticularly attentive to the circumftances of 
the aMicted and the wants of the deftitute, 
" that their hearts may alfo be comforted by 



fceingknit together : i/i krtre" <#fth €hefe ^ho 
toavfc difjydfitiohs to lympathifce "vAih *tteir 
forrows and W31iligtte& to ftrpply thtilt 
fieedT* 

On another fcere, too, I would exhort 
you to be of good comfort ; and that is, with re* 
ipect to the reflections lately daft upon the 
order to which you belong. 

s I 

Though the ignorant fufpeft, and thfe 
prejudiced ftigmatize your views and labors, 
" fear ye not their reproaches, neither be 
afraid of their revilings." Notwithftancling 
all their united attafcte and ^pertinacious <op- 
pofitioh, Mafonry ' will ft ill ra^aiii kg influence 

and its credit ; and, like it?s o#n well 4o(n- 
pafted areh, itill feveft beirtfaiteifeti more firm 
and ftrdng by the p*6fibre-and the weight it 
bears. | 

\ 

V 

• "To relieve the diftrefled, Is a duly incumbent on all men; 
but particularly onMafons, who are linked together by an indiflb- 
luble chain of fincere afFe&ion. fo'foeth the unhappy, to fyiri- 
patnizewith their misfortune*, to cbtnpaffionate their mtferieg, 
and to reftore peace to their troubled minds, it the grand aim we 
have' in view. On this bafis we eftablifli oiir frieVdfhipi -and 
form our cotafe&iotti/* PaistoK** Hhjiratmrtf Mafiaiy^ s+ 
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. It is rendered ftill more fecure if the 
members grow more and more united in 
judgment and affe&ion to each other, and in 
their attachment to the antient conftitutions, 
privileges and principles of the craft. This 
is the more neceflary at the prefeht day, be- 
caufe one of our moft formidable opponents 
commences the deduction of his " Proofs" 
with an account of " the fchifms in Ma- 
fonry." 

Let me, therefore, in the third place, enjoin 
it upon you to be of one mind. 

Among the variety of duties incumbent 
upon you,, remember that there is none 
more effential to the prefervation, none more 
efficacious to the welfare of our inftitution 
than uNANtMirr. This makes the cement^ 
the great principle of cohefion, which gives 
compa&nefs to all the parts and members ; 
forms them into a regular ftru&ure, into one 
uniform building ; and adds harmony and 
beauty, firmnefs and liability to^he whole. 
Or, it may be likened to the key-Jtone which 
compads and ftrengthens the arch on which 
the edifice is fupported and upheld. 
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A cordial affe&ion is the life and foul of 
all focieties, and muft be much more fo of 
thofe who pretend to affociate together upon 
the nobleft maxims of charity and friendfhip* 

Unity is the golden chain which binds 
our willing hearts, and holds together our 
happy fociety : the principle on which de- 
pends its internal harmony and its outward 
profperity. 

Jars and difcords among the brethren 
will not only loofen the cement of the well 
joined fabric, but fap its very foundation. 
" Need I mention, fays a Rev. Brother, need 
I mention the malicious triumph which any 
fchifm or conteft among us would give to 
the enemies of our antient Craft ? A fa&ious 
fpirit would foon check the progrefs of true 
Mafonry, and ftrengthen every vulgar preju T 
dice againft us."* 

As in the ere&ing of the temple cf Solomon 
every thing was fo prepared that " there was 
neither hammer, nor axe, nor any iron tool 
heard in the houfe while it was building ;" 

* Dr. J amis Grant's Sermon at Greenwich, Juns 44, 1774* 
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t> of fr& Mafiw h h*s always been tbebpaft 
that they jerfeft the work of edification by 
qpaet agd orderly methods, « without tho 
hunmrr of contartxeg, the we of drafion, 
or ajiy tool of mifchief. M 

I sp«ak then a language harmonious in 
your ears and congenial to your hearts, when 
J {ay that you arc c< kindly affecHoned one 
to another." and " perfe&ly joined together 
in the fame mind and the fkme judgment ; ,f 
walking by one rule and fotkwri&g the fcmQ 
thing. ^ 

Having bur one Intereft and one objed 3 
the benefit and the advancement of the 
whole ; be perfuaded to purfue it with can* 
currmg harmony and joint agreements 
While particularly interefted in the welfare 
of the lodge to which you individually he* 
long, be regardful of the general welfare. 
And let there be no other conteft among you 
than that fnoft honorable of all contefts, v;bo 
jbaU da the mofi good. ^ 

" Behold, how good and how pleafant 
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity-, 
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It is like the precious entrant upon, *e 
head, that ran down upon the beard* even 
Aaron's beard ; that wen* down to tho 
fkkts of hi* garments. M the dew of Heft 
men, and as the dew that defended upo* 
the mountains of Ziou j for there the Lord 

the Uefling, even life forever* 



more V* 



To bind yor* more firmly together in the 
bonds of unity, aqd to ftrengthen the ties of 
brotherly love, has ' been an aim ever kept in 
view in my difcourfes before the fraternity ; 
and, in this my final addrefs, " I befeech you, 
brethren, that ye all fpeak the fame thing, 
and that there be no diviiions among you \" 
" Fulfil ye my joy that ye be fcke-miflded, 
having the fame love, being of one accord, 
of one mind." 

I have but one direction more, 

Live in peace. 

This is a*natural effed, and will be the 
Certain refult of that unanimity and concord 
of which I have juft fpoken* 



1 



z+o Valediflory Difcourfe. 

So often have I, on former occafions, ex- 
patiated upon the pacific genius of Free Ma- 
fonry, and on the neceffity and beauty of a 
correfpondent conduft in its members, that I 
need now only repeat my carneft defires 
that you would invariably, unitedly, and 
affe&ionately " follow after peace," and 
4< ftudy the things that make for peace" and 
are conducive to mutual edification, 

It has been well obferved that, " no fplen- 
dor of talents, no endowment of body or 
mind, can be put in competition with thofe 
humble but lovely virtues which ferve to 
make us endearing and endeared. Abilities 
alone may excite admiration, the tribute of 
the understanding ; but, joined with amen- 
ity of manners, they never fail to conciliate 
affeftion, the better tribute of the heart." 

Let it always be known that wr belong 
to a fociety, cemented by union, and edified 
with peace : where all the members are invi- 
olably attached to the general good, and 
harmonioufly confpire in its promotion ; 
where unfeigned affe&ion prevails j where 
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tJvery man is the iiftccre mebd ot every 
man j in a ward, where all vigor oufly and 
cheerfully exert themfelves in ads of kind* 
nefs and labors of love. Such printifta* 
fiardy, will advance and eftablifh the happi- 
qefs of the whole, and the welfare of each 
individual : and upon fuch principles our 
fociety hath bidden defiance to oppofition* 
and been fecured from diffolution or decay. 

Glory to God in the higheft, peace on 
earth 9 and good will towards men, is the 
difpofition and the defire of every Free and 
Accepted Mafon. With fuch a temper, 
brethren, you will enjoy the fatisfeftion of 
your own hearts, the approbation and con- 
currence of all the wife and good, and the 
__ « « * 

GOD OF LOVtf AND PEACE WILL BE WITH 

you. That divine Being, who is the author 
of peace and the lover of concord, will ren- 
der your endeavors fuccefsful, and reward 
them with the bleffings of time and the glo- 
ries of eternity ! 

Finally, brethren, farewell ! Ac- 
cept the beft wiflies, as you fhare in the befl 
affe&ions of my heart ! # 
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The fpecial relation in winch I have ftood 
to you will now ceafc ; but the affection 
connected with it, and the gratitude arifing 
from it, will ever remain. x 

My particular thanks are 'due to the officers 
and members rfthe grand lodge for the hon* 
ors and the patronage with which they have 
diftinguifhed me. And I intreat them, with 
Mr brethren all, to accept my warmeft 
acknowledgments for their affiftance and 
kindneis. Their attentions have been fo 
flattering, their benevolence fo difinterefted, 
their bounty fo liberal, their fympathy fo ten- 
der, that I muft be inexcufably infenlible not 
to feel; and feeling, criminally ungrateful 
not to exprefs, my many obligations. 

The affecting adieu I am now taking, brings 
forcibly to mind the laftfolemn parting, when 
death fhall feparate me from thofe whom I 
have cordially loved) whofe fociety made 
the charm of my raoft privileged moments ; 
and to whom, under Providence, I owe moil 
of my earthly profperity. 

Tender and faithful friends I Death is 
haftening to interrupt, it cannot diffolve, 
our union. No ! Virtuous attachments are 
eternal. They are renewed in Heaven. We 
meet again there, to jpaxt no more ! 



MASONIC EULOGY. 



Delivered ,at WORCESTER, June &*> A. 1* X794, on tm 

Festival of ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST, before the 

Officers and Brethren of the MORNING 

STAR LODGE, in that town, joined ^bt 

TRINITY L ODGE from LANCASTER. 



RESPECTED HEARERS, 

lOU fee before you a band of 
•brothers, conne&ed with each other by the 
firmeft engagements and raoft affectionate 
ties. Warmed with the moft general philan- 
thropy, they profefs to unite their endeavors 
in the benevolent defign of affifting the per- 
fection of the human chara&er, and the har- 
mony and happinefs of fociety. Their infti- 
tution boafts its origin in the earlieft ages of 
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the world ; and it retains its antient laws 
uncorrupted, its venerable rites and expref- 
five fymbols unchanged, and its primeval cere- 
monies in tire. The A ftupendous pyramids 
which were raifed, the lofty obelifks infcrib- 
ed, and the magnificent temples built, by ma- 
finic hands y hare yielded to the ravages of 
time ; but the inftitution itfelf has furvived 
their overthrow, and * outlived their glory. 
k will CO ntintte ftill, and flourifh, till 



« The great globe itfelf, - 



And all which it inherit, be deftroyed, 
And, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion, 
Leave not a wreck behind." 

Had we leifure, it would be an interefting 
and entertaining refearch to trace its progrefs 
through the various ftages of fociety it has 
fucceflively improved and adorned ; To fee 
its early honors in Egypt j* its CONSE- 

* Thofe who have moft minutely mveftigated aattent htftory, 
will fcave reafon to date the origin of the Egyptian myfterics at 
the times of Joseph ; who, not being able to fubvert the idolatry 
and fttperitttibn of the country, and introduce his own purer faith, 
communicated to fele& friends, under fuitable cautions, the 
knowledge of the Divine unity and fpirituality, of the immor- 
tality of the foul, and foote leading truths ia the patriarchal te- 
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CRATION at Jerufclem ; its fubfcquent glq* 
xy j and its prefervation, and extenfion " in 
ages Jong gone by." It is true that in recur* 
ring to feme periods of its remote hiftory, 
we flxould have occafioa to lament that the 
unfounded and illiberal prejudices of top 
many which it could not foftep> and their 
corrupt paflious which it could not fubdue, 
at times denied the craft it* merited honors, 
oppofed its caufef and impeded ite progre$. # 

ligjon. Thefe dogma* were transmitted £owji.j buj, thsougfc the 
lapfc of ages, became fomewhat obfeured and corrupted. 

The Eleufinian and Qeatfk myfteries were probably branches 
pf this more, antiea* cftablUhmeat ; and not diftiaft uUbfeutions. 
For an account of thefe, confult jElian, Var. Jiift. sit. c. 24. 
-Pausamiac, x. c. 3-1. an4 Meursh Eleufinia : la torn. 7. Geonot. 
,Mtiq. Or. 

** Nor did the priefts of the myfteries neglect to recommend 
to the brethren a fpirit of frimdjbip and the love of virtue ; fo 
pleaung even to the mod corrupt minds, and fo requifite to render 
any fodcty refpcdlable in its own eyes." ' 

Gibbon'* ob£ op the viith book 0/ tfe$ JEncit, p.-7- 

t Preponenlon hurries people to joonjfcmn' what thty will 
npt have patience to underftand. 

Happily at the prefent day thefe prejudices lofe much pf 

-their priftinc ohfimacy. ** Time has allayed the violence of par* 

ty, and checked wkh a cool 4ifcretion the tumults Of* oppofitiqn, 

' Mankind, fuperior to national predilection or the barriers of 

policy or prfefltraft, begin to follow the genuine dictates of reo* 

fon, and honor jhe wife *i& the -good wfcajever fc their country 

" or their creed." 
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Like the sun, its emblem, it has at timed 
been obfcured. Clouds and darknefs have 
overfliadowed its luftre : The clouds of error 
and the darknefs of ignorance. But from 
the temporary penumbra it always emerged 
with increafed. fplendon And though from 
low minds mifts of prejudice may ftill arife, 
and dim the clearnefs of its horizon, before 
the meridian light of reafin, truth and wifdom 9 
theywffl quickly difappear. 

In the dark ages Mafonry yielded only a 
feint and glimmering radiance : u A light 
that fliined in a dark plate." But, when the 
gloom of ignorance and barbarifm was dif- 
pelled, it revived in its priftine confequence 
and glory. 

Those who enter minutely into the 
hiftory of this fociety, will find it eventful 
and interefHng, Various have been the 
efforts wantonly ufed, even in later times, to 
difturbits tranquillity and diminifli its im. 
portance. Diflatisfa&ion has, however, been 
obliged to vield to convi&ioir j and tfee 
groundlefs imputations of enmity, have be^A 
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filebced by a difplay of the virtues the infik 
tution rccotoimends and excites, and the 
laudable cffe&s it produces. Amoag all na- 
tions, atlaft, its (alutary influence is felt* 
and its beneficial tendency acknowledged; 
And, (though, like the common blefiing of 
light, unheeded in its filent operation,) men 

are ignorantly indebted to it, as a principle, 
for fome of the moil difinterefted exertions 
of generality, and fome of the fweeteft inti- 
maqies of endearing friendfhip and focial life. 

Free Masons Have always confidered 
KberaHty as a virtue of themoft general obli- 
gation and difiufive nature. To adminifter 
relief to the needy, and confolation to the 
diftrefled, is their moft conftant; wifh, ajid 
their bigheft pride j eftabltfhing friendfhip 
and. forming connections not by receiving 
but , conferring benefits ; and diffusing the 
conveniences and comforts of life with that 
cheerful readinefs and/benevolent impartial- 
ity which heightens their value and fweetens* 
their poffeffion. Their bounty is not difii- 
pated among thofe who can return the 
obligation ; but is frequently conveyed t<£ 
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dlftant land^and foreign dttoi, to the naked 
and the hungry who fee not the hand that 
wadhes out the kind fiipply, and 6an &*akt 
no acknowledgment to their unknown 
benefa&ora but the ardent benediction of 
gratitude. . - . 

To communicate the hlelfings of which we 
are partakers ; to contribute t6 the fuccefs* 
ful propagation of knowledge, virtue and 
peace, of the &iences and the arts, and of 
whatever cultivates and adorns, focial life ; 
and to affift the advancement of human 
happineft) have ever been the great objeftg 
of this venerable aflbektion* Imprefied witlj 
* due fenfe of their obligation to the <Bft 
tharge of thefe duties, the members of it 
have fteadily profiled fuch means a& were 
apparently moft conducive to the accom- 
plifhment of (6 deiinble an end : Arid they 
hope to fttrmount the obftacles and diicour* 
igctnents which retard its more general 
propagation. 

r 

* • t • < 

To reflect on th? rapid prqgrefs and 
ppfalt ge&ral 4ifiWpn of the rotai» 



art* thrwgh almoft every part cf the habi* 
tabic worl4,t naft be particularly agreeable 
to all it* friends, to every one fincerely in* 
tecefted in the caufe of humanity ; the hap* 
pinefr of hi* fpecie*. 

. At the prefent, as in every former age 
over which it hath ipreacf its principles, 
Mafonry conftitutes the affe&ionate and in* 
diffoLuble alliance which unites man in warm 
cordiality with man. It forms the jnoft liber* 
al and extenfive connections. No private pre- 



* * This art was catted r*yal not only bcesuie it was originally 

£ra&M by King* and Princes, who were its nrfl profefiors anf 

warmeft patrons, but likewise on account of the fuperiority which 

fo fubKmc a fcience gave its di&ipks over the reft of mankind" - 

Smith, p. a> 

4 

f Euminios, fpealring of the number of MaJona that wen* 
over to the continent, about the beginning of the fourth century, 
fays " even your eky AuHut, moll devoted to your ftrvice, aa4 in 
whofe name 1 am cfpeciaily to congratulate you, has been well 
Hat*} with archiftf6» and MaJoos, fine e your v^ffeory over the 
Britons whofe provinces abounded with them; fo that it now 
rtfes in fpfazdor,, by the retmildiBg of aaticnt aoufes, erceBa£ 
|aihU^ works, and the in/boration of temples. Thus the ajttjeini » 
name of a Roman Br&btrb—d, which they long iince enjoyed, is 
again reftored, by having your Imperial MajeAy 4br their fecool 
founder." Paneg. Emp. Mazimian, Aug. diet 

8ee "Ifetiecs of thefciftory of Free Mafoary, in all parts ofthe 
world." 8vo. Bofton, 179& ' 
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But faint and inaperfeft tg the reppefenta, 
tion I have given. Yet I cannot but hop* 
that, though it be but at the fun painted i$ 
the dew drop, it will be found to have the 
merit of reflecting fomething of the fplendor 
of its original, 

At the door of Mafonry I ftand with my 
taper. Would you view the glories of the 
temple, enter in, and dwell there. 

The ingenuoufnefi of nature, my broth* 
ren, kindles a blufh at the praife which cornea 
ft) near to ourfelves. Yet, who, but one of 
its own members, can fpeak the eulogy of 
an eftablHhment, all of whofe regulations, 
and mod of whofe effofts, are not open to 
general infpe&on, but defignedly concealed 
from all but the initiated ? Determined by 
his eonvietion, and in the caufe of truth, 
reason and philanthropy, indifferent alike 
to ridicule and cenfure, the fpeaker afferts the 
high utility and value of this fociety, for the 
encouragement arid cultivation of thofe aU 
tainments and qualities which are of vital 
cenfequence to nwrtl and fatal map. He 
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itdtidf* from his foul its laws : Thofe tare 
Which foftemng nature by humanity melt 
fcattosU iftto brotherhood. Happy would it 
fee for the peace of the world were they 
more unlvcrfaily acknowledged They would 
give quiet to the nations. They would an* 
nihilate the fpirlt of martial glory, and ut- 
terly debafe the pomp of wan They would 
be inftrumental in meliorating the dilpofU 
' tions of men ; in awakening and exertifing 
their virtues ; in exalting their condition 
and their kappiaeft. 



Seek ye . a pure fource of joys to enliven 
your prof^erity ? AJk ye for confolation in 
adverfity ? Want ye relief from poverty ? 
Enter our temple and {hare our bleffings. 
Friendship will conduct your faultering ftep, 
virtue will Jirenphen your refolutions, and 
wisdom enlighten your mind. There, alfo, 
pity and charity will direft your benevo- 
lence, and give value to the exercife of your 
kindnefs. There hope will brighten your 
profpe&s, and glory crown your deeds. 

To this commendation of our fociety, my 
beloved brethren, your knowledge and your 
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hearts will bear willing teftimony. Let the 
a&ions of your lives afford corroborative 
evidence. AnfWer the raifed expe&ations of 
the world. While ambitious of extending 
the influence, negleft not to fupport the 
credit of this antient and venerable fociety. 
May the amiable fimplicity and goodnefs of 
your manners produce fentiments of efteem 
in others for the principles from which they 
arife ! Difgrace not your profeflion by any 
unworthy adion.* Mafonry may indeed 
fuffer awhile from the fufpicions of the 
ignorant and the cenfure of its enemies, but 
it can be laftingly injured only by the im- 
prudences and ill cpnduft of its members 
and friends. Let me therefore enjoin it upon 
you, while you treat with juft indifference 
the infinuations and furmifes of the difingen- 
;uous and the perverfe, to filence the tongue 
of reproach by the re&itude of your conduft, 
and the brilliance of your virtues. Let it be 
feen in you that our inftitution produces the 
good effefts we have fo openly boafted, and 

* In the antient Mafomc charges is this injunction : " Ye fliall 
do no villainie whereby the craft may be flandcred." 
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the virtues we have fo frequently recom- 
mended and warmly approved. Fix your 
eyes fteadily on the important objett of your 
affociation. Let it open the affectionate enw 
brace of large philanthropy, and lift up the 
hands of rational devotion ! Let it exalt the 
capacity of the mind, refine the focial fym- 
pathies, and form you for the nobleft pur* 
pofes of reafonable life ! 

RIGHT WORSHIPFUL MASTERS, 
RESPECTED OFFICERS, AND BELOVED BRETHREN! 

You this day affemble to celebrate the in- 
creafed reputation and ufefulnefs of Mafon- 
ry; and to pay the tribute of affe&ionate 
remembrance to its departed patrons and 
brethren. Let hilarity therefore be temper- 
ed with thoughtfulneis. Forget not in the 
cheerfulnefs of the day to retain decorum in 
feftivity, and innocence in mirth. Let vir- 
tue chaften your pleafures, and it will give 
them a higher relifh. 

While you commemorate the wifdom and 
glory of Solomon, the fidelity of Hiram, 
and tHe virtues of St. John, you will joiii 
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atfb ill celebrating the valor of Warren and 
the wifdom of Franklin. WhSc you 
praife deputed worth, negleft not to honor 
living virtue. And add to all your fongs the 
chorus of acknowledgment and affe&onau 

# 

refpeft to ouijhrviving patron and brother, 
Washington, " the friend of Mafonry, of 
his country, and of man/' 

Around the altar of friendship do we thus 
yearly affemble, and bring our votive incenfe 
to that temple which our predeceffors found- 
ed on the firm bafis of virtue, and Supported 
by the piHars oiwifdom> Jtrength and beauty. 
We meet not to drain the bowl of intern* 
perance, nor tfc indulge the exceffes of glut, 
tony : Btft to renew the cordialities of 
friendihip, Ae refolutions of love and good 
will. We aflfcmble not to difturb the peace 
of mankind by the bufier plans of ambition, 
nor to fabricate thofe arts of luxury which 
but augment the miferies of life : Our objeft 
is to enliven the kindly fenfibilities of human 
nature, and all the fweet civilities of fecial 
intercourfe. 
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CHILDREN OF LIGHT ! 

The duties of your profeffion are intereft- 
ing and important. The duties oifociety and 
of religion are alfo binding upon you. May 
you difcharge them all with fidelity and 
honour ! Then, when the events of timefhall 
be ended, and the retributions pf eternity 
begin, when the morning stars fliall again 
fing together and the fons of God fliout for 
joy, ye fliall join the animating chorus and 
fhare the glorious triumph. Te fliall be 
deemed, worthy to enter the doors of the 
celeftial temple, to be adorned with jewels 
beautified with immortality, and advanced 
to glories incomparably more refplendent 
than any here below. 

SO MOTE IT BE! 
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3)*Lim*9 wore tqs GRANP LODGE t? MASSACHU- 
SETTS, Jum* %4th 9 A- k 5795- 



IN fubmiffion to the appointment, 
and in compliance with the recjueft of the 
venerable officers and beloved brethren of 
this grand lodge, I rife to give the cuftom* 
ary mafonic charge. To make apologies 
nmv 9 would be ineffeftual. And to intreat 
indulgence in behalf of What it is expe&ed I 
fliould enforce by authority, would but dimin* 
ifb the dignity of the precepts to be incul* 
cated, and weaken the influence of the cau- 
tion to be impreffed. I cannot doubt the 
candor of the liberal ; and need not fear the 
cenfure of the prejudiced. It will fuffice if 
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this refpe&ed audience be but convinced, 
from my honeft devetepement of the charac- 
ter and Ample ftatement of the duties of Free 
M afonry, that the principles upon which the 
inftitution is founded ate falutary, and that 
the morals it enjoins are pure. 

To giVte to thefe principles and thefe mdi> 
als their proper force, recoUeft^ my beloved 
brethren, that I ftand in the place, and {peak 
by the authority of that Divine Mafon whofe 
anniverfary, you celebrate. On this occa* 
lion you are to regard me as his reprefenta* 
tive. To his counfels you are invited to 
liften. " The same came for a witness, tq 

BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT, THAT ALL MEN 
THROUGH HIM MIGHT RELIEFE." As the her* 

aid, commiffioned to awaken attention to 
the glories of the brighteft fcene that ever 
dawned upon the earth, he calls for the re- 
formation of thofe prejudices which preclude 
acknowledgment of the do&rines of heavenly 
truth, and thofe corruptions which prevent 
diffufion of the fyftem of unbounded love. 

Let your minds be open to convi&ion. 
Examine with the utmoft freedom. Be will- 
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ing to adopt what you find to be excellent ; 
and in the beft of caufes be the warmeft of 
advocates* 

« 

The duties of piety claim your firft and 
chiefeft attention. Their (acred fpirit fhould 
landify, pervade, and influence all your 
thoughts and addons, ennoble all your pur- 
fuits, and be both the beginning and the end 

9 

of whatever deferves the name oiwifdom. 

9 

Demonstrate by devout reverence and 
habitual goodnefs, your homage, fidelity and 
love to the almighty architect^. Ever 
aft as under the infpeftion of that " Eye 
which feeth in fecret." Negleft not to' im- 
plore the afliftance of the Deity in your 
building; work by his perfeft plans: and 
confecrate the edifice you finifh to his glory 
and praife. 

Weigh well the powers of fimple piety I 
Make it thfe ley-Jione in your arch of virtue ; * 
And it will keep that graceful fabric firm, 
Though all the ftorms of fortune burft upon it. 

Forget not that you have profeffed yoyr« 
felves " members of the great temple of the, 
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univerfe, ready to obey the laws : of th<p 

Grand Mafter of all, in whofe prefence y<m 
feek to be approved." 

Next cultivate and exercife the principled 
of generous philanthropy and munificent 

benevolence. Tour liberalities and afle&lons 
muft not be limited to kindred and neigh- 
bors ; nor circumfcribed within the narrow 
confines of felfintereft or perfonal obligation ; 
but, uniformly direfted to the general wel- 
fare, muft be dilated into an exercife wide 
and extenfive as human kind. " You muft 
affuredly know that in all the bonds by 
which we * are united j in '^11 the lectures 
we receive ; and in all the exercifes by 
which we endeavor either to amufe, Jn- 
ftruct, or benefit each other; ftrift juftice 
and univerfal charity form the principle, the 
fentiment, and the labor of the Free and Ac- 
cepted Mafon."* 

In the endeared and fublime friendfhip 
you have formed, you are to confider, more 
efpeciaUy, the interefts of a brother as in- 
separable from your own. And your's is the 

•Iwwood'i fcrmom, p. 7$. 
* % 
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fweet fatfrfo&ioa qf alliance with thofe, te 
whoft bofoiqs you may confide the moft im- 
portant and fecret thoughts, without diftroft 
or fear; and in whofe hearts you may 
always be fure to find an unfailing willing- 
nefe to be interefted for you, to folate your 
griefs, calm your inquietudes, relieve your 
peceffities and lighten the burden of your 
labors. Every member of this fociety is 
happy in the enjoyment of that reciprocal 
confidence and efteem which amply provides 
for the mutual interchange of affedionate 
Services and aiEftance,. 

Reverence the laws, and conform to the 
ufages of our venerable conftitution. Drf- 
countenance every deviation from its princi- 
ples, and carefully avoid any innovation 11* 
its long eftablifted praftices. In retaining 
their primeval Simplicity, you approach 
neareft to their original purity, and beft an? 
fwer their original intent.. 

These are fome of your leading duties. 
Such is the excelling nature of our inftitu- 
taoa; which, ask honors itfelf by its left 
fons, fo may we honor it by our virtues. 
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Let m oil all occafions ftipport its dignity 
and maintain its credit. "May our whole 
condud prove our convi&ioji of its excel* 
lency, and bear evidence to its happy effe&. 

Proceed, brethren, with firinncfi ih th* 
lucid path pointed out for your fteps. 

Be the animating fpirit of our aflbciation 
fhe incitement to your npbleft employment, 
and the enlivener of your molt exalte4 
delights! 

Still may your bofom* glow with the 
ardor of kindnefs, and ftill poffefe the unfuf* 
pe&ing fecurity and undiminiihed tepderjiefs 
of friendlinefs and love ! 

Suffer no confideration to induce yon 
to a& unworthy the refpe&able chara&et 
you bean But eve? difplay the difcmlon, 
the virtue, the dignity and the harmoAy, 
which become you a* the eows of rea6oh* 
the disciples of wisdom, and the brethren 
of humanity ! Thus will your condu& lend 
4iftinguifhed luftre to your profeffion, and 
eontr&di& the fcofis of thofe who contemptu* 
Qiufly overlook or ftudioufly depreciate te % 



^ 
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Mafon even the maft eminent infbtnces of 
merit* - v 

O ye, whom curiofity, or the purfult of 
amufemertt hath drawn into this aflefflbly, 
Would to GOD that fuch fmiles of good 
humor as fufiufe your cheeks, and fuch 
beams of joy as irradiate your eyes, glowed 
on the cheeks and brightened in the eyes, 
of every fon and daughter of Adam 1 And 
that all might, like you, participate the hap- 
pinefs which refults from the privileges of 
freedom, is refined by knowledge, and per- 
fected in the reign of virtue and peace ! 

But confent to look abroad into the 
world. It may interrupt, indeed, for one 
painful moment, the cheerful flow of your 
fpirits : But it will teach you fome moft im- 
portant leffons. See the members of a moft 
extenfive family engaging in perpetual con- 
tefts. Man, who ought to be the friend, the 
brother •, becomes the enemy of man. The 
luft of power and domination, every mean 
px;openfity, every turbulent paffion, excites 
variance and leads to outrage. The crimfon 
ftandard of war is erefted. Nations furioufly 
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prefe around it. And the moft populous 
and flourishing countries exhibit the moft 
ianguinary fcenes of defolation* Tou fliud- 
der at the painful • view. You tremble for 
the diftreffes of mankind, and anxbttfly 
inquire. What can mitigate the fufferings 
thefe occafion ? What proved for reconcilia- 
tion can be devifed f Who will communicate 
a plan, eafy to be adopted and effectual in its 
exerdfe, which will reftore its rights to vio- 
lated nature, and its fupremacy to deprefled 
humanity : Which will banifh entirely every 
unfocial paffion, and eftablifh perpetually uni- 
verfal peace ? With what animated pleafure 
would we liften to the propofal which ptom- 
ifed fuch defirable effects ! How would we 
all rejoice in its ready adoption and general 
diffufion 1 

Assuredly, then, you will obferve with 
pleafure the increafing progrefe of Majbnry. 
At lcaft you will not withhold your encour- 
agement from an inftitution which has the 
moft manifeft tendency to annihilate all party 
fpirit, to conciliate all private opinions, and 
by the fweet and powerful attra&ibns of love 
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to draw into one harmonious fraternity men 
pi all nations and ill opinions. Who tan 
remain unmoved and cold at the idea Of the 
manifold good that may and will be effeded 
by filch an infHtution ! What generous citi- 
zen will hefitatc at making it his duty and 
joy t0 contribute what he can to the* accom- 
plifitinent of fach delightful hopes ! 

Let us all join in the fervent wiih for 
fucceis to all fuch motives as enforce, and all 
fuch focieties as encourage philanthropy and 
virtue. And may the whole brotherhood of 
mankind be united in the harmony of love* 
and felled with the tranquillity of peace } 



FIRST DEGREE. 



■' • - * 



* Xrttrti Affrentim, at their *oMm Z> ate cbarpd tbdt tbtyjtmdd travd 
faeflty, love their felkwe a* themj 'elves, and be faithful to the Lodge? 

Anient MS. in the reign of S<hr. BL 

Address to a Brother at bis reception* 

. MOTH**. 

I SALUTE you cheerily and affec- 
tionately by this endearing appellation. The 
communications made on our part, and the 
engagements entered into on your's, are 
mutual pledges of confidential truft and. 
agreement, and tokens of an attachment 
(acred and inviolable* 

From this moment we fhall feel a fpecial 
claim upon your friendflup, and a fpecial 
intereft in your welfare : and we hope you. 
will cultivate a warm attachment to that 
family of love into which you are now 
adopted ; the pleafures and advantages of 
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which you are beginning to realize. And 
we are certain that the better you underftand, 
the more you will admire pur principles and 
practices. 

Our good opinion of you induced us to 
receive With pleafure your application ; and 
vote, urianimoufly, to admit you into our 
fociety. We have always wifhed to bring 
into our alliance the wife and the good $ 
that, while we attach them to us, by the 
light we convey, we may borrow luftre for 
our inftitution from their talents and their 
virtues. • Let our expectations of you be all 
accomplished. Retain, we entreat you,, that 
goodnefs of heart, that fair feme, that purity 
of intention, and love of virtue, of which 
we believe you now poffeffed ; and of which 
the fpotlefs vejiment wherewith you are now 
girded, is at once the emblem, the badge, 
and the reward. 

Be juft to yourfelf and to us, to your 
profeifEon and engagements j and it will be 
apparent to all that^ in becoming a Mafon, 
you become a better man. 
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Now look around you ! Thofe, whofe eyes, 
fparkling with joy, and countenances, dreffed 
in (miles, are dire&ed towards you, are your 
brethren. Ready to difcharge all the of- 
fices of that intimate relation, they now bid 
you welcome to their number and fellowfhip, 
to their affections and affiftance, to their 
privileges and joys : and through me they 
promife to proteft you by their influence 
and authority, to advife you by their abilities 
3nd fkill, to affift you in exigence by their 
liberality and bounty, and to cheer you at 
all times with their kindnefs and love. And 
you will have the happinefs of experiencing 
the truth of this antient remark that " Mafons 
being brethren, there exi/i no invidious dijlinc- 
tions among them : ,,# and that they " love each 
other mightily , as bath been /aid ; which indeed 
may not otherwife be 7 for good men and trjie, 
knowing each other to befucb 9 do always love the 
more as they be the more good"\ 

This, brother, is the beginning of our art. 
How fuccefsful is its frogrefs, and how happy 

* Antient Mafonic MS. 

f See the Bodlean- MS. with the note* and explanation* of the 
celebrated John Locke, Efq, 
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is its end y you may fully know if yon are but 
attentive* faithful and wife. Tour diligence 
and a&ivity in work, your flail in acquiring 
the inihrudions of your degree, and your 
teal in the caufe of Free Mafbnry, will lead 
you forwards to higher grades, to clearer 
views, and to nobler privileges-* 

•* MaJbnry it a progreffire fcknce, and not to be attained is 
any degree of perfection but by time, patience, and a confiderable 



degree of application and indnftry ; for no one is admitted to the 
prof dtmdeft fecrets, or the higheft honors of this fraternity, tffl by 
time we are anored^e hat learned fiecreey and morality." 

See a fennon entitled « Msfmry JmmM m Strip***" by the 

Mev, W. Wx LLIAMS. 1 751. 
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Address #0 <i mmotbex, en bis being craftsd* 

WE have now endeavored, storms* 
to reward your diligence by conferring on 
you a higher tank in the fcale of Mafonry j 
making to you new and intereftlng difcove- 
ries ; and afiigning you work in an elevated 4 
apartment of the temple. 

In behalf of the brethren, I congratulate 
your preferment. I allure you that the ftep 
you have taken is a fafe one ; and with a 
fingle eye you may fee that your ftagings are 
firm, your fituation fecure, and your prof- 
pe&s brightened. 

You will now be inftru&ed in the ufe of 
tools of a more artful and ingenious con- 
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ftru&ioa. Be not regardlefs of their fym* 
bolic application. By them you will learn 
to reduce rude matter into form, and rude 
manners into the more polifhed fhape of 
moral and religious reditude; becoming 
thereby, yourfejf, a more fymmetical part of 
the ftru&ure of human fociety. By the 
fqwre of juftice, learn to meafure your 
a&ions. To the level of humility and conde- 
fcenfion, reduce your difpofition and de- 
meanor : And by the plumb line of re&itude 
regulate all your moral conduct 

Ths grade to which you are now ad- 
vanced has its appropriate fervices and 
# duties. It; demands the exercife of Jlrengtb x 
intelle&ual and moral ; and it calls for the 
cxtenfion of relief to your brethren, accord- 
ing to your ability and their exigence. 

While invincible as a Mafon, and brave as 
a man ; be fure to difplay the benignity of 
the friend, and the kipdnefs of the brother. 

. You are to learn, now, to encounter trials 
With, unyielding liability ; and to endure 
tribulation with fubmiflive patience. And 



*ft 
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you will find that Mafonry prevents the 
pufilanimity of deje&on, and filences the 
murmurs of difcontent, by encouragements 
and fupports peculiar to itftlf,* But fliould 
a lot be your's in life, as we fervently hope, 
exempt from the pains of affli&ion and the 
preffure of adverfity, let the leflbns you are 
now acquiring teach you to help and relieve 
all your destitute and diftrefied brethren to 
the beft of your power. Be witting to diftri- 
bute to the neceffitous a portion of thofe 
bounties your profperity can (pare; and 
ready to communicate to the afflided fome 
of thofe precious confolations which fympa- 
thy prepares and kindnefs adminifters. And 

your's be all the bkffings promafed the 
by the God of mercy ! 



BROTHZ&, 

W* have ken with pi&fufe your im- 
provement m our Mxtf f aod «e qwavim^d 
that your iaduftry and perfeveraocc will 
foon lead you to the acquirement of greater 
knowledge and entitle you to greater honors. 

*«Mac0nucs teach the ikyllc pf bccqmmyn^c gud* and par- 
fyghtc, wicboughten the hoLpyngn «f fere and hope." ut.-ao»L, 

9 
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THIRD DEGREE. 



u Every ontjball aunfioere theft three queftiotu ; Hoiv ba/i thou entered? 
JIow haft thou ^brought t Ho*W baft thou tiled? And if he can affoiit 
tbefe, and hath hud therein, be may be raifedand honoured and reward- 
ed." Antient MS. 



Address to a Brother at bis raifing. 

BROTHER, - 

1HE arcana of our craft arc imparted 
gradually to its members, according to their 
improvement. As you have acquitted your- 
felf well as an expert and ingenious craftf- 
man, in reward for your diligence and 
ingenuity we now admit you to our moft 
confidential communications, and exalt you 
to the/uUime degree of master mason. 

This, brother,, is a privilege which but 
few obtain : and muft be the more grateful 
to you as the badges with which you are 
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now inyefted, are conferred only on the wor- 
thy and the wife. 

The affe&ing fcene through which you 
have juft paffed muft have deeply impreffed 
your mind. Let the folemn cautions with 
which it was accompanied, and the excellent 
leflbns it inculcates, be always remembered 
and invariably obferved. 

Support with dignity the refpe&able char* 
after you now bear. 

Be juft to your profeffion, and true to your 
engagements. Hold faft your integrity; and 
let no offers bribe and no threats intimidate 
you to betray your truft or violate your 
vow. Be faithful unto the death, and the 
acacian fragrance of a good report will em- 
balm your memory. At the Supreme 
GrandMaster's word your body will be 
raifed in honor, and your reward be glori- 
ous in the region of light and life eternal ! 






CHARGE, 



AT THE OPENING OF A LODGE. 



" BRETHREN) 

I BEHOLD you again aflembling 
together, with thofe complacent emotions of 
afieftion which animate the meeting of dear- 
eft friends that have been fome time fepa- 
rated. 

f ' V 

After this interval ytm muft have acquired 
an increafed relifh for the interefting exercifes 
of this retreat ; and you undoubtedly return 
with new alacrity to youlr labors of k>ve« 

And now, brethren, with that cloiing 
door, the bufy world is fhut out : and with 
it, all its perplexities, and cares, and forrows. 
None' of them are fufiered to intrude upon 
our happy privacy. Here nothing enters 
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but " innocent pleafures, pure joys, and 
rational gaities." 

Come, then, ye who are emulous to ex* 
eel in the true, the good, oj: the great / Enjoy- 
ing the bright aufpices and emanations of 
that glorious Sun, which now fheds abound 
you the cleareft, the moft cheering rays, 
your underftandings will become more en- 
lightened with wisdom, your hearts more 
warmed with beneficence. Come, you are 
welcome guefts at the feaft of charity and 
the refirelhxnent of love ! 

Ye, Brethren, are not in darknefs* Walk 
as children of the light. Obferve the ftrifteft 
ndecorum, Carefully attend to every inftruo 
tion here offered, and readily comply with 
every requirement here enjoined. Be dili- 
gent in the duties of your refpe&ive ftar 
tions ; and may the joys of upirr and peace 
prevail \ 



M 
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CHARGE, 

AT THE CLOSING OF A LODGE. 

BRETHREN, 

X OU are now to quit this facred 
retreat of friendjhip and virtue, to mix again 
with the world. Amidft its concerns and 
employments, forget not the duties you have 
heard fo frequently inculcated, and forcibly 
recommended in this Lodge. Be, therefore, 
diligent, prudent, temperate, difcreet. Re- 
member alfo, that around this altar you have 
folemnly and repeatedly promifed to befriend 
and relieve, with unhefitating cordiality, fo 
far as fhall be in your power, every brother 
who fhall need your affiftance : That you 
have promifed to remind him, in the moft 
tender manner, of his failings, and aid his 
reformation. Vindicate his chara&er when 
wrongfully traduced. Suggeft in his behalf 
the moft candid, favorable, and paliating 
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circumftances, when his conduft is juftly 
reprehended. That the world may obferve 
how Mafons love one another* 

These generous principles are to extend 
farther. Every human being has a claim up- 
on your kind offices. So that we enjoin it 
upon you to " to do good unto all," while 
we recommend it more " efpecially to the 
houfehold of the faithful" 

By diligence in the duties of your refpecfc- 
ive callings, by liberal benevolence, and dif- 
fufive charity, by conftancy and fidelity in 
your friendfhips, by uniformly juft, amia- 
ble, and virtuous deportment, difcover the 
beneficial and happy effe&s of this antient 
and .honorable inftitution. 

Let it not be fuppofed that you have here 
labored in vain, and fpent your Jhrength for 
nought ; for your work is with the Lord, 
and your recompenfe with your Gop. 

Finally, brethren, farewell. Be ye all of 
one mind. Live in peace. And may the 
God of love and peace delight to dwell with 
and to blefs you ! 



AN 



ADDRESS, 



AT Til SKTSfcMENT (WITH MASONIC HOWOEs) OF BK0T8X* 

SAMUEL PIERCE, yw. 

OF DORCHESTER ; 

Wi6 WAS OWr#*T0NATU* PA0WN2& HEAI JtONti-lSLAftBi 

ocrom x6, 1796. «. 30. 

DEAR is eftimated the name of friend. 
Lovely is the relation which cements con- 
genial foul*. But dearer ftill the amity, 
more intimate the connection, my brethren, 
which unites out hands a£d hearts. How 
painful then the cataftrophe in winch is dit 
folved an alliance fo clofe and fo affe&ion- 
ate ! Alas! how forcibly do we feel this now ! 
Death, regardlefs of thofe fweet engage- 
ments, thofe pleating intercourfes, and thofe 
improving joys, which Mafonsknow, has 
fuddenly fummoned away, in the midft of his 
days and ufefulnets the valued brother whole 
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ventiaitswt harve Juft lodged in the Start tomU 
"We beheld his fun in its meridian, and rejoic- 
ed in its brightness- It is now fet \ and the 
evening ihades of existence have dofeda- 
round. Blefied be his reft, andfoft andfitfe 
to him the mortal bed ! Sweet be the open- 
ing flowers we plant around : fragrant the 
cqffia fprig that here fhall flourifii !* While 
we his memory cherifh, his virtues imitate, 
lis- death improve ! 

With Weeding hearts we fympathize with 
the difconfblate widow, the bereaved pa- 
rents, the afflided friends* Their griefs are 
our's, for cur's the lofi they feeL But let 
us look forward, enlightened by religion, to 
the brighter fcene, when our brother, who 
is now levelled by the ftroke of death, feall 
be raifed from his proftrate ftate, at the Su- 
preme Grand Master's ?wrv/,and be admit- 
ted to the privileges of the Lodge Cele/HaL 
Let us comfort one another, with thefe 
words. With thefe profpefts let us confole 
the wklow and the mourners. And permit 

• Alluding to the Jhwm and twigs the brethren had ftrewed 
around the entrance to the tomb. 
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me, brethren, in their behalf to tender yon 
a tribute of lively acknowledgment for the 
refpeft you fliew the deceafed. Tour kind- 
nefs, attention, and fympathy are peculiarly 
grateful and foothing to their agonized 
hearts* Their tears, their looks thank you, 
though forrow denies their lips an utterance. 

<c These laft offices we pay the dead ought 
to be improved as ufeful inftru&ions to the 
living." Let us all remember that, " the 
generations of men are like the waves of the 
fea." In quick fucceffion they follow each 
other to the coafts of death. Another and 
another ftill fucceeds, and preffes on the 
fhore ; then ebbs and dies, to give place to 
the following wave. Thus are we wafted 
forward. • Now buoyed, perhaps by hope ; 
now linking in defpair : riling on the tide of 
profperity ; or overwhelmed with the billows 
of misfortune. Sometimes, when leaft ex- 
pected, the ftorms gather, the winds arife, 
" and life's frail bubble burfts." Be caution- 
ed then, nor truft to cloudlefs fkies, to placid 
feas, or fleeping winds. Forget not there are 
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bidden rocks. Guard, too, againft the 
fudden blaft. Be faith your pilot ; you 
will then be fafely guided to the haven of 
eternal blifs. 

« There may you bathe your weary foul 
In feas of heavenly reft ; 
• • And not a wave of trouble roll 
Acroft your peaceful breaft I " 



All 
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DXUYBESD AT TBE tEfDEIT ft* T«E QffFICBSfl *tf» MeMBIES 

of COLUMBIAN LODGE, ojr the DEDICATION of 
their if ew HAIX, Juke a* 1800, 



BRETHREN, • 

1 HE ceremonies we are about to per- 
form are not unmeaning rites, nor the amu- 
fing pageants of an idle hour j but have a 
folemn and inftru &ive import. Suffer me to 
point it out to you, and to prepare your 
minds for thofe important fentiments they 
are fo well adapted to convey. 

This Hall, defigned and built by wi/dom* 
fupported by ftrength, and adorned in beauty, 
we are firft to confecrate in the name o* 
the great Jehovah.* Which teaches us 

* Sec the ceremony off dedication, in the Book of Conftit*. 
tSon* 
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in all our works begbn and finilhed to ac* 
knowledge, adore* said magnify him. It ft* 
minds us, alio, in his fear to enter the door 
of the lodge, to put our truft In him while 
paffing its trials, acid to hope in him for the 
reward of its labors. 

Let, then, its altar be devoted to hi* fer* 
vice* and its \bhf arch rdbund trkk his 
praife ! May rare etr which seeth ?& smcjbbt 
witnefs here the fincere and uhaffefted piety , 
which withdraws from the engagements of 
the world to fiknee and privacy, that it may 
be exercifed with Ids interruption and Ids 
oftentatioa. 

Our march round the lodge reminds us of 
the travels of human life, in which Mafonry 
in an enlightened, a &fe, and a. pleafknt path. 
Its tsjfikaed pavement ef MifaUwork intimates 
to us die chequered diverfity and uncertainty 
Of human aflairs. Our Aep is time j our 
pcogreffion, eternity. 

Following our antient conftitutions, with 
myftic rites, we dedicate this Hall to the 

HONOR OF MASONRY. 
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Oim beft attachments ate due to the craft, 
la itt profperity we find our joy ; and, in 
paying it- honor, we honor ourfelves. But 
its worth tranfcends our encomiums, and its 
glory will out-found ourpraife. 

Brethren, it is our pride that we have 
our names on the records of Mafbnry : may 
it be our high ambition that they fhould fixed 
a luftre on the immortal page ! 

The Hall is alfo to be dedicated to virtue. 

This worthy appropriation will always be 
duly regarded while the moral duties which 
our fublime ledures inculcate with affecting 
and impreffive pertinency, are cherilhed in 
our hearts and illuftrated in our lives. 

As Free Mafonry aims to enliven the fpirrt 
of philanthropy, and promote the caufe of 
'charity, fo we dedicate this Hall to univer* 
sal .benevolence ; in the aflurance that 
every brother will dedicate his affe&ibns and 
his abilities to the fame generous purpofe : 
that while he difplays a warm and cordial 
affe&ion to thofe who are of the Fraternitv, 

4 * 
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he will extend his benevolent regards and 
good wiihes to the whole family of man- 
kind. 

Such, my brethren, is the fignificant 
meaning of the folemn rites we are now to 
perform, becaufe fuch are the peculiar duties 
of every Lodge. I need not enlarge upon 
them now, nor {hew how they diverge, as 
rays from a centre, to enlighten, to improve, 
and to cheer the whole circle of life. Their 
import and their application is familiar to 
you all. In their knowledge and their exer- 
ercife may you fulfil the high purpofes of the 
mafonic inftitution ! 

* 

How many pleafing confiderations, my 
brethren, attend the prefent interview; 
Whilft in almoft every other part of the 
world political animofities, . contentions, and 
wars, interrupt the progrefs of humanity 
and the caufe of benevolence, it is our dif- 
tinguifhed privilege, in this happy region 
of liberty and peace, to engage in the plans 
and to perfect the defigns of individual and 
focial happihefs. Whilft in other nations 
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our order is viewed by politicians with fufpu 
don, and by the ignorant with apprehenfion j 
in this country, its members ate too much 
refpe&ed and its principles too well known, 
to make it the objed of jealoufy or miftruft. 
Our private affemblies are unmolefted $ and 
our public celebrations attraft a more general 
approbation of the Fraternity. Indeed, its 
importance, its credit, and we truft its ufe* 
fulnefs, arc advancing to a height unknown 
in any forma age. The prefent occafion 
gives freih evidence of the inrreafing affec- 
tion of its friends 4 and this noble apart- 
ment, fitted up in a ftile of elegance and 
convenience which far exceed any we have 
among us, does honor to fttafonry, as well 
as the higfceft credit to the rdpe&abJc Lodge 
for whole accommodation and at whole ex- 
pcsfe it istreded. 

We offer our beft congratulations to the 

WOrJhipful MAJSTER, WARDENS, OFFICERS and 
MEMBERS Of the COLUMBIAN LODGE. We 

commend their zeal, and hope it will meet 
with the moft ample recompenfe. May their 
Hall be the happy refort of piety, virtue, 
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and benevolence ! May it be protected 
from accident, and long remain a monument 
of their attachment to Mafonry ! May their 
Lodge continue to Honriih 4 their union to 
ftrengthen ; and their happinefi to abound ! 
And when they, and we all, fliall be removed 
from the kbbrs of the tiartHjr loeifce, my* 
be admitted to the brotherhood *>£ -the per* 
feft, fai the building <rf God, the haB not 
tfiade with hands, etfemal m the heavdis ! 
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Su?REME:ARGIHTECT of all worlds^, 
vouchfikfe to accept thefolemn idedicatiw, of 
tku.HaJJ; to the- Gi,pfiq wrqrvaur&jiMxJ 
Make its w^lls falyatipn, ,*pd its arch praife 1 
May. the brethren who {hall here aflemble, 
meet in unity, work in love, and part in har- 
mony ! May Fidelity keep the door, Faith 
prompt the duties, Hope animate the labors, 
and Charity diffufe the bleffings of the Lodge ! 
May wifdom and virtue diftinguifh the Fra- 
ternity, and Mafonry become glorious in all 
the earth ! 

So mote it be ! ' 

* * * » • 

AMEN ! 
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INFORMATION. 






XxS foon as the metoba* could convenietly be 
called together after the mournful intelligence arrived 
tf the dcatfi^f th<* Mfc^pfr ;&*>#** George 
Washington, they aflemUed to pay their funeral 
honors to his memory. 

The hall, the furniture of the lodge, and the 
btfet&rea #eifc all drdfleJ 36 tBe bfed^cs of nftun&sg : 
and the apartment Mat dimly TigEtecL 

The following addrqft w»s delivered : an occa- 
fional dirge was fung and a well adapted anthem 
chanted, by the d|wv t - v - - • - 

Appropriate teftimonials of refpeft clofed the 
folemnities. 
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ADDRESS. 



J; . v ,:;. CAM iritt'U %Jt£ ' 



/ ' '' mm mill iu mniii w xk. 






of joy, hqv4v^?i with<i&? glopfl»of ^ 
row ! Inftead of the gay fplendor with which 
it was irradiafcbd^atp^ibgij^ diin- 

ly glpam$ m ffcrreoeffes; : T^ r phoAfMidiH 
taction with wtish we ^eoe1^Qrit<^;l^$iio 
beloved sntrftbei w yrddotm *he accepted 
vifitant , is n&# < exchanged Ittb ikt look of 
fadnefe and the condolence ef Sympathy. We 
roifejgo the fprightly fong for' the folemn 
dirge, and the cup of pleafure For the chalice 
of woe, T*he regalia *re fctt veilec^ hi bhek, 
and £very thin£ about us fceiars the token* 
of the lols we hive fuftained ih the death of 
Washington, the patron, 1 ' j tfce ornament^ 
the pride of our Fraternity. We affembte to 
dwell in penfive recollection on Iris fubfime 
virtues, to record his fpcial vprtlv and ta 

T2 
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give vent in privacy to our unaffected for* 
rotas at lis deceafe. 

His modeft and unambitious fpirit, which 
ihrunk from the pomp of life,- rod delighted 
rather in the filent fatisfa&ion of doing well, 
than in the loud applaufes of the world for 
having dohe £b, would not difilaih the hum- 
ble honors we pay : though lrtle&, yet cor- 
dial j though unoftcntatious, yet fincere. 

- ': , r ... ' « • 

t 

It is not in cw power to make a parade of 
funeral obfequies, nor to ereft a pompous 
cenotaph to his fame j but what- we can, we 
do ; we infertbe his . wosth on our memo 
ries, and infhrine his virtues m pur h^urts. . 



— %. * 



When we confider him as. a GeuerjJ and 
a Statefinan, we are filled with admiration. 
When we recognize in hinx the defender, 
deliverer, . and father qf his country, our 
bofoms glow ynth gratitude, But when we 
behold him in the lefe majeftic but more e»i 
gaging character of a brother, his memory is 
endeared to our afie&ions and has a peculW 
claim upon our love^ . 



*a 
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defiroufi of «tetging::tfe ^r«;iq|r|^a 
happinefs, and pf promoting the caufe of 
philanthropy, heMifcoyeredJn .piir 4 ; order 
toeans eminently cbqduQive to thefe iriitior* 
tanf purpofes,*, * It gavs a nobler exriarifion 
to his' charity, ^ wider range to his b^fnevo- 




JiigK latisfa&ipn whfcTi th'ofe oiily can feel 
wliofe hearts are warmed with the fame diC 



«»•->• *• 






wterefted love, and ^enlarged with' the fams 

goodwiUt , . 

^»E$ hataffed by the fatigues of War v dr 
the 1 concerns of public life,' he was fbnd'of 
3feeking j the rifrejhimint and enjoying the^r^ 
ity aJwayi to be found ' wlthiri the peaceful 
walls of the lodge. ' There every perplexing 
anxiety , fubiided, and every tumultuous 
thought was calmed* There he obtained 

* See this moft beautifully alluded to, and mdft happily expreffed 
in his anfwer to the addrefs of the Grand Lodge of MaffactiufeXt* 
on their prefenting him a copy of the Book of ConJHtutlopi; ' 



iqt FraUrnai tribute tf r^ftOh the 

rttlefhtm his cam, or jkepgtb to rife Kfeive 
them. There his '^Mtiwss onforenad/«a4 
Ms joys reftored ; ev*ry aloud »Hfp«rf«d, Mid 
a bright funSupe UhimlnttetW feis profipoSh. 

Hii paffed the various grades and filled the 
feyexal offices of the lodge ; and was W, 
f roved, and accepted in them all, Andwhethv 
er we contemplate him as exalted to tjie chair 
of Solomon, to inftruct and govern ; or re* 
turning to. the level of his brethren* to Par- 
take their toils and fbare their duties j. we 
have equal occafion to admire the dignity And 
humility of his character, the noble elevation 
and amiable condefcenfion of his manners.* 
So, when raifed to the aigheft military and 
oyil honors his grateful country could be- 
flow, even when filling the rank of PRBsipENT 
of the 0H1TED states he deemed it no 
derogation of bis diftinguiflied eminence 
and ftation to be considered as a MafmA 

• In the conifcof the re»tJution«ry wir, (Ms edited hero ftp- 
rjucndgr nOled a Lodgt whore a StrjnM fV*ack4 w Jlftftr, 

This is promt hy ids tnfiren to tke various eompUmenUT 
:eflc» of moll pf tha Gr^ad Lodgci in Anmica. Hie reply to 

from Xing David' i £*igt in Newport (p.. J.) contains (hi* dec- 



': lu{ta*» bh&st for tb*:«*ibr* Iw ieal 
i*.fEQ»otidg ltt)U»tiisflfts» and&if leftimoni*. 
^k itt ta haf»*». km ,»ot only ifcwveiLrt* 
prifikw;«nsdk» 3tatfc#imifchew: 
and reputation in the world. 
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honor thw conferred t^ffp. m hff 
tact* peculijirly fcnrifeabfcat the prefab d?y» 
Wh«n the jnpft upfpqndfld, pr^'uj^es ^?vf 

tap tarbofed agwiOta M<^my». *»4 r tJ«i 

xnoft calumnious impeafityp^qt ^fWg$ftfo?> 
ward to deftroy it. But our oppofers blufh- 
ed for: their ocsfo&a wbea to* reminded 
them that- WAsmN<?roM loved aigfr patron. 
izedthe ioffitauioa« -. 



* . .* « * ' * 



When the order .was . perfecute^ Ky re- 
ligious fapaticifm and political jealoufy, hi$ 
unfullied virtue \*^s its apology. 4114 his 
irreproachable lif§, its? pledge. He adyocate.4 
it? fr'wtylesy feqivfe he had foijncl them tq 
be pure $ and cpnwnended its ^%3* ? ty? *^ 
h* knew them to be. generous, • < . . ., 

laratifcn : a Being perfuaded that a juft application of the princi- 
fkt ma trhich the MafdU* Pratdtaky is fbundcdt'Jftiiift b^pmfc* 
jiveof private virtue and wW* P*o*i*rfcy* ?^M^9h«rajp behap- 
py to advance the interefts of the fociety, and tor be confider- 
cd by them at a deferring brother." 






%gi Frainital trfatte*f*efc*8u the 

I iWmkx'm irreparable lofe, to be deprived 
of ■ tfa<& a patron at feich * : titae ! Ages, per* 
haps, vwHk ppift away, -before our Frtteffiifcf 
nayJjoit&at it&head a charact^rifo gteat. » . . 

•'»*!• f «f# ■ . i J. '. r 

Yet let not our enemies fuppofe they may 
triumph'if&w that Tie fives not to ara&tc 
thdir afperfidqs. The fiiperior luftre of fclsf 
name H^BSi but-lhine the fl4fhes :r of their rc4 
fentnienty and refleft a glory upon Mtfrnry 
whieh <an : jiever fade* ^ ;: , ] 

i r ^ » * • * . i 1 ' * iitv. «. « j_ /•* 

Happy in its original value and grateful 
for its augmented fanus, let us refolve aever 
to forfeit nor lefibn the prefent high refped* 
ability of the craft. Let Qur lives be adorn- 
ed withtjibrefociilan^ moral virtues which 
become us afc the fons.cf Bghtj and the broth- 
ers of Washington, We fhall honor him 
by honoring the inftitution of his early at- 
tachment, and lateft Veneration. His vir ? 
trues illuftrated its principles, ' and his benev- 
olence explained its tendencies; : O might 
our virtuous actions and benevolent pur* 
pofes, formed by the fame difcipline and 
excited by the feme motives* epiulate his ! 
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And, though they fell, at laft, fer, far be. ^ 

hind in merit aad effeft; it will be to their 
praife that they were modelled after thofe 
that were fuWime and perfect 

Illustrious Wasi$woton,! We-Ument 

- ^ • * • -♦-"-•.«...*.... 

thee as mortal by nature, but we celebrate 
thee as immortal by virtue ! -We mourn thy 
departure from earth, but rejoice at thy «rri* 
val in heaven ! Having been faithful in all 
thy courfe, thou art now raifed to the fob* 
Hme degree of light jne?fabi<e, , Taught 
by thy example worthily tp, pais th? proba- 
tionary grades of time, we will hope to fol- 
low thee to . the Grand Lodge of kindred 
fpirits. 



• , ♦ 



EARHWEiit,.tUlthegrand:fu^nw then, 
brother, we will rife and meet thee J 
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EXTEMPORANEOUS WRGE 

which was roue on thb occasioK'— 

% •• <r t t . * 

I 

• c \ • * . ,* ^ 

WHILE all our nation, whemTd in grief, 
Lament their General, ratrlot, iChlef, 

Lefus, his brethren, long revere 
* . A name to^/L&mrj fo dear I 



* • • • 



Its fbrrows and its patron's praue ; 
And fpreads firdh. garlands round the tomb, 
• Where ><&» 6*et tsffiw long {hifl bloom, 

Look to the Eaft ; its fplendors fail ! 

The lefler lights grow dim and pale ! 
— The glory once reflefted here 
Now dawns upon a higher fphere ! 



M ASONIC DIRG E. 
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compos A'AT+Ai ictqfofcr of the 
GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
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.ft*. 5800, /*< *yyfc ^Bri^^te tfciai&d Jbdd£fc **/>*y their funeral 

t 

WHILE every Orator $nd Bard displays 
The Herc?s glory and tke Patriot's fame j 

And all the 'Guardian of their Country praife, 
Revere his greatnefs and Ids frortn proclaim — 

We mourn the Man, made wr's by tendered ties, 

Their honored ChieftaH*, our lovM Brother dies ! 

- - , 

* • « 

Come then, the myftic, rites no nioije delay ; 
Deep filence reigns, the tapers diinly J^urn c 

Wisdom and Fortitude the requiem p%y, 
And Beauty ftrews frdh garlands round the urn. 

A Mason, brothers ; a Grand Master dies ! 
The caffia fprig defignates where he lies. 

As Love I^a^^rnul leads oUr focrtfteps'there, 
Again to weep, again to bid adiei, 

Faith views the foul, rekas'd from mortal care, 
Through fpheres empyreal its blcft courfe purfue, 

Till it the Lodg* of Perfect LiCHT attain 5 
Thpczmzf we aeet:Q*r WAsteadToN again. 



HYMN, 



&rtro At tb« Covhc&atioh or UNION LODGE, lie 
DORCHESTER, font 14, 1797. 

I. 

GREAT fource of light and love, 
To tKee otir (bogs we raife ! 

O In thy Temple Lord above, 
Hear and accept our praife ! 

it * " 

* • ft ■ 

Shine on this feftive day, 

Succeed its hop'd defign t 
And may our charity dflplay 

A love refembting thine. 

HI. 

May this fraternal hand, 

Now confecrated, bleft'd, 
In union all diftinguiih'd ftand, 

In puritt be drefs'd ! . . 

IV. 

May all the fons of peace 
I Their every grace improve ; ' 
'Till dHcord through the nations ceafe, 
And all the world be love ! 
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PACE 17* 

^ HIS b : g<muw»ndmdiflbiuble frateenitt, grow* 

iHg oujt of the ^virtue and perfection o£ minds ! whofe once form* 
c£; league neither the <UyerJiff <*f defires nor contrariety of 
wtt)s eap diftnnnl : whofc principles lead to. venerate the worthy 
an4 rebuke the diifojute member : to he obliging to the,, brother 
.wfcn prefont, and«notto fpeak ill 0/ him when abfent ; te con- 
^stiula^ him in health, and not to defert him when infirm ; to 
jreyrice with him if rich, and to affift him if poor. . 

'' " PA6fi r 21. * * ' : " l ' i; ■ '- 

For a brother not to defert his brother, is attb a- rare honor tt 
that near relationfhip. ^ 

A true' companion loves at all tinies : he is a brother born tat 
adverfity. '* •' •■- . > 

•* " : - • pAdi "14.- - -• • -•• 

* As when the Sun breaks forth with fplenddtt gay, 
' The {hadow follows his all-guiding ray ; 

But food as clouds o'crcaft his happier light, 1 ' 

Follower no more ! She takes her faithlefi flight-. V ' 

The world's vain friends, ungenerous, thus recede, /: '• 

r .... 

When Fortune s gloom* to brighter days fuceeed. 



In misfortunes the friend deferts his friend. 



PACE 2J>< 
Dear Brother of&t choice / A band more facred 
Than Nature'! brittle tie! — - 

PAGE 36. 
Companions, chcriihed with fraternal love f 
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page 40. 
Now came the drator, and audience alk*d ; 
Scaring the peaceful otivt iftANCB — - 

PAGE 6$. 
Among other good things which render nferi amiable to their 
neighbors and pleafing to Con, we befleve that to Ifcmoft fetc|Jt» 
able which inAircs charity in the heart and Operate* to a bfcftd *f 
union to different minds. tins good is PtAbc, fcy wHct featte* 
is difpelled, rancor allayed, envy driven away, and anger re£f*ff. 
*ed ; which pacifies the mind, conciliates the heart, aftnges Uk 
oreaft, and renders concordant the atfeflions. This !s wnat wfc 
leek to plant, to propagate, and to nourhli amdng th<* ibns-tif tne 
church: this h what we wifli to bring to fruit among kings, 
princes, andjpeat men,* 

PAGE 171. 
Thcfe men* ikilled In divine and human knowledge, do not 
difclofc to the vujgar the hidden fignifications contained, under 
the natural appearances, but veil them under figures and em- 
blems. , Yet they are ready to reveal them, in a proper place, and 
with due ceremonies .to thole who are Neurons «ad worthy «f be* 
ing initiated. So far I may be .permitted -to fay with reipeel ; 
preferring a. reverential filenoe as to what far€ter relates to thcfe 
myttic rites, [Tbu mate it extro8ed,frvm m wtri tf Helioborus, 
Bijhf o/Trkca, xvioJomrifisJ in the Vftb century^ 

Mofi of the other Latin motet are explained in the pajfaget U tvtub 
they are annexed, ' 

• 1 have taken the liberty to-tranuate two or three fentenecs 
more of this fine paragraph than what I had transcribed for a note. 
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PROL06US. 

« In TffJEOLOGOacciirztum iltud antiqnifttis fh»- 

dimn, fi abeft 1 fortafle non requiram ; fi adeft, ve-* 

hcmenter ampleftar. Nee folum quafi ornamentum* 

fed etiam, fas fi dfcere, adjumentum. Nam in hifto- 
ria facra multa efle # quorum penltior intettigenti* 

pendeat a moribus ct Uteris antiquis, nemo negabit." 

J* Lipsius, Epift, 1. 3. Ep. 10. 



INTRODUCTION. 

9 * 

lift the following differtation 1 have 

frequently ufed the term friendship for the latin 
hospitalitas. In juftification cf which I prefix 
the folk/wing authorities. 

" Hospes proprie dicitur qui privatim ct 
amicitia caufa, vel recipit, vel recipitur. 
Unde ct pro externo amico capitur, et bofpU 
tium pro amicitia. Hine hospitalitas, facilitas 9 
vel benignitas in recipiendo; et hospitalitsu, 
adv. benigne, etfaciliter"* 

" Virtus unde hoc proficifdtur, nobilif- 
fima prxftantiffimaque eft \ qua nimirum 
peregrinos et advenas, quocunque poffumus, 
humanitatis, benignitatis, benevolentiaeque 
genere perfequimur, illis xdes domofque 
noftros patefacimus, cibum potumque liber- 

aliter praebemus. M t 

u In bofpitium venire j" id eft, inviolabilem 
amicitiam introire. 

* LAVOIWS. f STUCKIU»| aniiq, cpnmUlu, p. 87, 
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" Hospitality was that tie among the 
antients which was ratified by particular 
ceremonies, and confidered as the moft facred 
of all engagements ; nor diffolved, except 
with (e^tain fokmn forms, and, for weighty 
reafons."^ 

\ u Hospitality was univerfidly pra£t& 
ed in the earlieft times. It was almoft the 
only thipg .that attached nations to each 
other*. It was^the fource of the moft anti?nt, 
the moft lafting, and the moft refpe&ed 
friendjhip, contra&ed between families who 
were feparated by immenfe regions."* 

i 

- V • - 

• Abbe Rat »*l, Bi/k (gib* JMw. 



CHAP. I. 

OF THE TESSERA HOSPITALIS. 

SECTION I, 
Method qf contrafting Friend/hip, 

1 HOSE perfons among the Greeks 
and Romans who were defirous of pcrpkti^ 
ating their attachment, of rendering its 
union more facred, Mid of iflfuriag to k priv- 
ileges more extenfive, ufed the following 
method They took a finall piece of bone, 
ivory, or {tone, and dividing it into equal' 
and fimilar parts, one of them wrote his 
name upon one of thefe, and his friend upon 
the other ; they then made a mutual ex- 
change ; promising to confider and retain 
the little tally as a pledge of inviolable friend- 
ship. 

" Veteres, quoniam non poterant omnes 
fuos hofpites nofcere, tefferam ilHs dabant, 
quam illi ad hofpitia reverfi oftendebant 
praepofito hofpitii ; unde intelligeban$ur hof- 
pites."*' 

* Luctatius in Stat Thcb. vil H37. 
U 2 
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The Scholiaft of Euripides # defcribes this 
cuftom as it was ufed amongft the Greeks. 

" Oi fuv %£V8(uvoi now agrqayaXov xobtrfjxvov- 
leg, fartQOV pcv hx1ccXi(jlxmivov <4wo3e£«/x£vo/£, ft* ei 

Hoi TftAfV 4VT8C, %| T8C CKCWIW 6T^8^tf/, TfO; «A- 

AijAsc exayofifvoi ro vipiov cttrl^ayxKiov uvevtsvlo rv\v 

Zevtav." That is j "They had a cuftom* 
when a friendfhip had commenced, to take a 
white .ftone and engrave thereon any word 
Upon which the parties had mutually agreed. 
"The? they brake the ftone in the midft, di* 
viding the word, and one half was kept by 
one friend, and the remaining half by the 
other, as a conftant memorial pf their friend- 
£hip>" 

Kcempfer mentions the ufe of the teffera 
in contracting friendfhips in Perfia.f 

The particular fliape and figure of the 
token, was fuch as was agreed upon by the 
contractors. 

Of this kind of teffera feveral are preferr- 
ed to this day in the cabinets of Antiquarians. 

* In Medea, v. 613. f Amentt. Exot. p. 736. 
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Some of them, as defcribed by Thomafinus, 
may be feen delineated in the Frontifpiece 
of this volume, A, a. B, b. C, c. reduced to 
about one fourth of their fi^e. 



SECTION II. 



The life and /acred nature of this Contrail \ 

THE producing of the teffera was a recog- 
nition of the covenant of friendfhip. And 
with it the traveller was fure to be received 
with diftinguiflied marks of civility, and to 
obtain a hearty welcome at the houfe of his 
friend. 

So highly was this alliance efteemed, that 
it was preferred even to relationfhip. To 
exprefs, in the moft forcible ' terms, their 
veneration for it, and their fenfe of its facred 
nature, the antient Romans gave to their 
Sovereign of the Gods the title of Jupiter 
Hospitalism 

• Viro. JEm. lib. i. v. 735. So the Greeks ftiled him Hospit- 
able Jove. See Howie's 0</yj.lib. ix. v. a£o. and lib. xix. v. 55. 



3i* Diffirtathth &e* 

This excellent ufage eftafaUflusd friendftrfp 
even between individuals of different nations. 

Cicero recommended feveral perfbns, 
and promoted their intereft from this con* 
fideration. Thus, in his letter to Sulpitius, 
the governor of Achaia, he introduces Lyfo 
to his favor, by faying, " Cum Lyfone 
Patrenfi eft mihi quidem hofpitium vetus, 
quam ego neceflitudiaem fon&e cotendum 
puto." # 

Even war between their refpe&ive nations 
did not difannul the union. Hiftoriam have 
recorded feveral inftances of combatants lay* 
ing down their arms in the heat of battle, out 
of a pious regard to the alliance of hofpitality 
which had been entered into by their pro- 
genitors. 

Lest any one, befides the perfon to 
whom it rightfully belonged, fhould claim its 
privileges, the little pledge was preferred 
with the utmoft care and fecrecy : and no 
one knew the name inferibed op it but the 
poffeffor. 

• B}ijt. mi Famil 19* lib. in. 
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SECTION in. 

Tss conneclion was indijfoluble except by a pub- 
lic dif avowal. 

THE engagement thus entered into could 
sot be difpenfed with, unlefi publicly di&+ 
vowed in a juridical manner. One of the 
ceremonies pra&ifed in this iblemn ad of re* 
nundation, was to break the mark or fymbol 
of hofpitality. By this a£t, he who came to 
this open rupture, authentically declared, ho 
would for the future have no more com* 
merce with him who had broken his fafeli 
with him. 

" Am, quaere ubi jurejurando tuo fatis % 
rubfidu ! Hie, apud nos, jam, Alfefimarche, 
confregUH teueram."* 

See, alfo, an inftance recorded by Livy,f 
where Badius Campanus renounces the 
friendship of C^ Crilpinus. 

Isiodorus declares, " Vcteres quaodo fiW 
promitt<*>ant, ftipulam tencntes frangebaa^ 
quam kerum jungeates fponfiones fuas ag« 
nofcebant/'J 

• Plaut. CiJUrtU A& ii. Sc. X. T. *7« f ZW&VkS* flA-* 
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4 

SEC- IV. 
Dif grace of violation* 

THIS connexion was founded upon all 
that was honorable in chara&er* virtuous in 
principle, and generous and affectionate in 
clifpofition. Nothing, therefore, was confid- 
cred fb bafe as a violation of it. " Non de- 
fuere tamen, qui ferarum more, non horiii, 
num, ab omni humanitate alieni qrant, ut 
non benigne hofpites ad menfam admitterw^ 
fed menfae apponerent."* 

Plutarch informs us thtt thofe who via. 
fated thefe bonds, were looked upon as wick- 
ed and abominable both among Greeks and 
Romans : and the moll injurious thing that 
could be faid of a man was to charge him 
with having disregarded the laws of hofpital- 
ity. " The vengeance of Jupiter, the patron 
of hofpitality and friendfhip, vifited Philip 
(fays he) for his breach of both, and purfued 
him through life. For he was beaUn by the 
Romans, and forced to yield himfelf to their 

* Cjesarius^ dial. 2. 
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discretion* In confequence of which he wag 
ftripped of all the provinces he had conquer* 
td ;. gave up all his fliips, except five j oblige 
ed himfelf to pay a thoufand talents, and dew 
liver his fon as a hoftage, He even held 
Macedonia and its dependencies only at the 
mercy of the conquerors* Amidft all thefe 
misfortunes, he was poffeifed only of one blef- 
fing, a fon of fuperior virtue ; and him he put v 
to death, in his envy and jealoufy of the hon<. 
ors the Romans paid him."* 

Horace, fpeaking of a degenerate perfon, 
to complete his character, declares him 



u et penetralia 



SpaHiffe nofturno cruorq 
Hofpitis." 

Cicero, in his inve&ives againft Verres, 
among other crimes, charges him with hav- 
ing been a frequent violator of the rights of 
hofpitality. " Num te ejus lachrymae, num 
fene&us, num hofpitii jus at'que nomen, a 
fcelere aliquam ad partem humanitatis revo* 
care potuit ? Sed quid ego hofpitii jura ir^ 
Jiac tarn immani bellua comniemoro, qui 

* Pl,UTAiCH*t/rvf# V. 6. p. 196. Langhome's tra/tjktim 
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Stnenrom Tennitanum, hofpitem fumn, caps 
domum per hofpi tium exhaufit ct exinanivit, 
abfentem in reos retulerit, caufa indicia, capita 
damharit ; a b eo nunc hofpitiorum jura 
at<}ue officia quaeramus V* 

** Unpiticd may he die 
Who to a friend aififtance can deny } 
Nor, to affiled virtue kind, 

Unlocks the tteaftres of his miad !"* 



SECTION V. 

Tss prMkges rf this Friendjhip might be 
claimed by the defcendants of the controtlimr 
forties, * 

WHEN this Friendfhip was coiitraaed 
ft became perpetual. The memorials of it 
were trammitted from father to fon. 

" Eo prefente homini extemplo oftendit 
fymbolum, quern tute dederas ad eum, ut- 
ferret filio."t 

•Eo«iWB.Af < A fc Potter** tra»/UtUn. 
t Piaut. Bacchid. AO. n. 8c. 3. 
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Pjlatjtus, iti his comedy entitled Poeimlus, 

plainly intimates that the defendants of 

thofe who formed the friendly compact, 

might challenge its rights* In the fecond 

fcene of Aft v, he, who had made "the 

brotherly covenant" with Antidamus, comes 

to his fon, not doubting of an affectionate 

welcome ; for, (kith he, 
1 

» 

« c I5eum hofpitalem, ac tefleram mecum feip." 

The interview which fucceeds, is a pleaf- 
log illuftration of many of the preceding re* 
• marks. Poenuhis is introduced inquiring for 
Agoraftocles, who thus replies, 

" Siquidemx tu Antidam hie quaeris adoptatitium* 
Ego film ipfus, quern tu quaeris. 

PCEN. Hem ! quid audio ? 

AG. Antidamae gnatum me efle. 

PCEN. Si ita eft, tefleram conferre fi vis hofpitalem, 
Eccam attulL 

AG. Age dum hue oftende ! Eft par? Probe, 
Nam habco domi* 
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POEN. O mihofpes, falve mukum f Nam mihi tons 
pater, 
Pater tuns ergo mihi Antidamas fuit. 

4 

Haec mihi hofpitalis teflera cum illo olim fuit. 
AG. Ergo hie apud me hofpitium tibi pnebebitur. 



FCEN. Dii dent tibi omnia qux velis \" 

The antient Greeks, alfo, depofited thefe 
tokens among their treafures, to keep up the 
memory of their friendfliips to fucceeding 
generations ; as we are informed by the com- 
ment of Euftathius on that pafiage of Homer 
where Diomedes recounts to Glaucus the 
gifts which their anceftors Oeneus and Belle* 
rophron had prefented each other. 
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"" SECTION VI. 
A practice of this kindfeems to have been in 
ufe among the early chrijtiatiss 

TERTULLIAN has thefe words : "Sic 
omnes probant unitatem $ dum eft illis com- 
municatio pads, et appellatio fraternitatis, et 
contefieratio hofpitalitatis : quae jura non 
alia ratio regit quam ejufdem facrameriti una 
traditio."* 

. The teffera was carried by them in their 
travels as an introduction to the friendfhip 
and brotherly kindnefs of their fellow chrif- 
tians.f Afterwards, heretics, to enjoy thofe 
privileges, counterfeited the teffera* The 
chriftians then altered the infeription. This 
was frequently done, till the Nicene council 
gave their fan&ion to thofe marked with the 
initials of the words n*nif , Tiog 9 Ayiov live viim. 
Thefe B» Hildebrand calls " tefferae capo- 

% 

nicae."J 

The impoftor Peregrinus, as we learn from 
the particulars ftatedby Lucian,§ feigned: 

* De Prafcrip. cap. oo. See alfo S. Ambros. lib. ii. offic. cap. ai, 
and lib. iii. cap. 7. Chrysostom. concicne % 9 de Lazaro. Augustin. 
firm, 70, de temp. CoNCIL. T&IDXMT./^T XXV. C. 8. 
f C Coin a La fid i, Comment, m Pauli Apoit epift. Hasbr. cap. xiii 
\ CoL in Alma Julia. 

i Lociani «pera, tm. HI liky. p. 3»J. oft. 4*JI, 1743. 
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himfelf a chriftian, that he might not only 
be clothed and fed by them, but affified on 
his travels and enriched by their generality. 
Bat his artifice was dete&ed and expofed. 

* * Pereor/nus, philofophus gentilis, lucri 
caufit religionis chrifHanae ftimulatbr, etiam 
carcerem toleravit j fed coOeda non pirva 
pecunia ex eleemofynis Sandorum, defcivit, 
litis fibi aiens in hofpitalitate chriftianorum.* 

The procuring a teflera, as a teftimony of 
evangelization, anfwered all the. purpofes, 
and faved the trouble of formal written cer- 
tificates, and introdu&ory letters of recom- 
mendation. The danger of its being ufed by 
impoftors, as in the cafe of Peregrinus, made 
it neceflary to preferve the token with great 
care, and never to produce it but upon fpecx 
ial occafidns. Notwithftanding the fimplicity 
6f this piethod, it continued in ufe until the 
time of D. Burchardus, Abp. of Worms, 
who flourished a. r>. i oao, who mentions it 
in a vifitation charge. 



* Eu»ii. ciron. anno Kit. 78. See alio the teflimonies of Aujlus 
Gellios, Ammianus Ma*cu,unus, Athbnaoojlas, and Tir- 

TOLUAN. 
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section vn. 

Application* 

WE find from the foregoing fe&ions that 
the teflera was the testimonial and pledge of 
the moft perfed friencUhip ; the obligations 
of which were mutual, (acred, and indifiolu- 
ble, and the benefits perpetual* The little 
token was carefully and privately kept, that 
no one might claim and enjoy its privileges, 
but he for whom they were intended. And 
this cuftom, I* have thought, gives the moft 
natural explication of the following paflage in 
Revelations ii. 1 7. To him that overcometh 
will I give a white Jlone, and in thejione a new 
name written, which no man knoweth f awing he 
that receiveth it. Allowing the verfe to refer 
to the beforementioned method of com- 
mendng and perpetuating a facial Friend- 
lhip, tfye promife will be to this effeft : To 
him that overcometh will I give a pledge of 
my affe&ion which (hall conftitute him my 
jK/iiW, and entitle him to privileges and 
w 



•r 
1 
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honors, of which none elfe can know the 
value or extent.* 

The following apoftrophe in Dr. Watts* 
lxxviii hymn of the 1 ft book, is a happy illuf- 
tration of this pafiage. It reprefents the 
Saint entreating his beloved Lord. 

. % " Q let my name engraven ffond 
Both on thy heart and on thy hand, 
Seal me upon thine arm, and wear 
That pledge of lovje forever there ! 

Stronger than death thy love is known, 
Which floods of wrath could never drown » 
And hell and earth in vain combine 
To quench a flame fo much divine. 

But I am jealous of my heart, 
Left it fhould once from thee depart % 
Then let thy name be well impreft 
As a fair fignet on my breaft l n 

* See more particularly Discouatx r. 



« 
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sec. vm„ 

Objections removed. 

THE opinion of learned commentators 
upon this verfe ilk the Apocalypfe, fo far as 
they differ from this explanation, will be 
confidered as lefiening its confequence ; the 
objed of this fe&ion, therefore, is to make 
fome remarks upon the moft plaufible con- 
ftrudions of this paflage. The explications 
which have been generally adopted, are the 
following. 

1. The text has been confidered as allud- 
ing to the blapk and white ftones with which 
the judges, among the antients, condemned 
or acquitted the criminal. 

" Mos erat antiquis, niveis atrifque lapillis* 
His damnare reos, illis abfolvere culpa. 9 '* 

But the latter part of the vcrfe convinces 
us that it could not intend this pradice ; for 
on thefe teflerae there was m mm written. 

• Ovid. 
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a. Others have fuppofed it an allufion 
to the ftonc given to fervants when they 
were liberated by their mailers, accompanied 
by the name of Freedmatu Yet the benefit, 
the honor, and the privileges of this eman- 
cipation muft be conferred in vain, or rather 
could not be given at all, unlefs known to 
others befides him who received them. 

3. It has again been fuppofed to allude 
to the token or ticket gieven to the con- 
queror in the Olympic games, expreffing 
his name and fignifying the reward he was 
to receive for his achievements : but here 
the name muft be known or the reward could 
not be procuredt 
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CHAP. n. 

1 # 

OF THE ARRHA HOSPTTALE. 

THIS name was given to the pocket-pieces, 
or keep-fakes, formed by breaking a piece of 
money in two. Such broken coins are fre- 
quently found at Rome. On one fide are the 
heads of Aug. Cjesar and M. Agrippa ; 
on the other a crocodile chained to a tree, 
with the words COL. NEM. [Colokua £*e- 
mausus] a province of Gaul, with whicl* 
thofe Princes were rewarded after the con- 
<jueft of Egypt* See in the Frontifpiefe^ £> e. 

Plautus introduces Palaeftrio, in his com* 
edy entitled " Miles Gloriofus," prefenting 
a token of this name. 

" Hunc arrabonem amoris primum a me 
recipe."* The Romans, probably, obtained 
both the word and the cuftom from the an- 
tient Hebrews. The word is ufed» i Samil- 

• Ad. IV. Seen. x. 



3*6 Dtflktatiem* £sfo 

uel, xvii. 1 8. where David is fent to the 
camp to fee how his brethren fared, and to 
takp their DTOiy [arrabon] pledge. The 
Greek word «{f«€«v, a pledge^ or furety, oc- 
curs 2 Cor. i. 22. v. 5. and Ephes. i. 14. It 
is, alfo, ufed in the Septuagint verfion of 
Den. xxxvii. 17, 18, 20. where it anfwers 
to the Hebrew pl^y. 

Ih iht Frontij/ptece D, d. is copied, from a 
pkte of curious articles, an antique, which 
from ils form, and the clafped hands engrav- 
ed »pon it, will be readily underftood to be- 
long to this dafs of tefferae : and may be 
confid&ed as corroborative proof that the 
cuftom we are elucidating came originally 
from the Hebrews. 
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CHAP. IS, 



OF THE BACILLUS. 



THE bacillus was a love-token entirely 
refembKng the tejfera hofpitalis. It is thus 
defcribed by Olaus Wormius : " Bacillus eft 
quadratus trium pollicum longitudine ; lat- 
itudine tertia parte pollicis j latera quatuor 
charafteribus infignita habens ; expmno fyl- 
veftri, ut videtur, fabricatus."* 

A figure of one he has given may be feen 
in the plate, F, f. He fuppofes the letters to 
be amatorial, and fo written as to convey in 
an intricate, or anagrammatic, manner the 
name of the lover, in a fentiment of attach- 
ment intelligible to all. 

The words on the tejfera amatoria or bacillus, 
which he has defcribed are : 

Bynaffa vuet litrefla mina off 
Tbenkeftol inde Lendum* 
« Nomen mcum novit amiciffima mca 
Ex amoris hac teflera Landum." 
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"Bkftbe tlic pledge, whole kind enchantment gives 
To wounded lore the food on which it lives I 
Rich in this gift, though and ocean hear 
The youth to exile from his faithful fair, 
He in fond dreams hangs o'er her glowing cheek, 
Still owns her prefent, and ftffl hears her fpeak." 

Haylkt. 
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND APOLOGY . 



TO 



. SUBSCRIBERS^ 

TO the re'fpetted officers and mem- 
bers of the GRAND LODGE, and to my 
beloved brethren of the feyeral lodges 
throughout the Commonwealth, my grate- 
ful acknowledgments are due for the kind 
encouragement and liberal patronage they 
have given to this work. This inftance of 
their benevolent attention, added to the 
various other favors they have heaped upon 
me, affeds me fenfibly. I wifli I could bet- 
ter exprefe and better repay my obligations. 
I hope they will not be altogether difappoint- 
ed in the volume ; and that it may prove 

A MONUMENT OF MT GRATITUDE TO TUEM % 
AND OF MT ATTACHMENT TO MASONRT. 

I regret that, fubfcription papers not 
having been returned in feafon, the lift of 
Subfcribers is fo very imperfed. It com- 
prifes but about half the lodges. I have 
heard repeatedly of the encouragement this 
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work has met in lodges whole returns have 
not reached me, and from brethren whofe 
names would do honor to my lift. 

As a change of Officers has taken place 
fince the papers were fubfcribed, I found my- 
felf not a little embarraffed in affixing proper 
titles j but, from the returns of lodges at 
the quarterly communications of the Grand 
Lodge, endeavoured to make the necefiaty 
alterations. 

For reafons, which will be apparent to 
the Brethren, dvil titles are omitted alto- 
gether. 

For any error or mifhomer in tranfcrlb- 
ing the lifts I muft beg pardon. The texture 
of the fubfcription paper was fuch that the 
ink fpread fo as to render fome of the names 
fcarcely legible. 

T. M. HARRIS. 

DORCHKST&R, MotJNT-PoTosi, 

July 7, l80I. 
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Br. Thomas W. Crate, Treafurer. 

Br. Jofeph Tinkham, Secretary. 

R. W, Silas Lee, P. M. 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN, 



Samuel Adams* 
Roylance Childs, 
J. Choate. 

Ezekiel Cutler, S. D. 
John Duhon, 

bhn Farley, 

oho S. Faye. 
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♦ Ebenezer Gove. 
William Hodge. 
Jeremiah W. Noyes. 
Michael Ofborn. 
Manner Pearfon. 
Alexander Troupe, J. IX 
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MORNING STAR LODGE, (Worcefler.) 

R. W. James Wilfon, Mafier, \ ■ 3 

M. Benjamin Andrews, Senior Warden. 
W. Jedediab Healey, Junior Warden. 
Br, Jeffe Craig, Treajkrer. 
Br. John Green, Secretary. 

R. W. William Caldwell, P. M. 2 

R. W. Nathaniel Paine, P. M. * 

MEMBERS ANti BRETHREN, 

Jofeph Allen, jun* ^ Daniel Goulding*. 

Daniel Boyter, I John Johnfon. > 

Thomas Chandler. ¥ George Merriarn. 

Zenas Crane. ¥ Ephraim Mower. 

Samuel Flagg. I William White. 



FRANKLIN LODGE, (Chejhire.) 

R. W. Robert Walker, Mafier. 
W. Chad Brown, Senior Warden. 



R. W. Jofeph Jarvis, P. M. 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

Melandthon W. WelJs, ♦ Barney J. Read. 
R. A. " Jotham Culhman. 



REPUBLICAN LODGE, {Greenfield.) 

R. W. John Stone, Mafier. 
W. Amos Cornwell, Senior Warden. 
W. William Wait, Junior Warden. 

Br. Calvin Munn, Treasurer. 

Br. Caleb AJvord, Secretary \ 

R. W. John Long, P. M. 
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MEMBERS AMD BRETHREN. 



V 



Elijah AlvonL 
Elijah Alrord, *d. 
Daniel AfhcrafL 
Jofeph Babcock 2d. 
John W. Blake. 
Mofes BondwelL 
Dudley Fifk. 
Samuel Flagg. 
Lemuel Fofter, 
Eli Graves. 
Calvin Hall 



Jofeph Henry. 
Robert Henry. 
Elijah Lamb. 
Samuel Pickett, jua, 
John Picks. 
Samuel- Rofs. 
Stephen Taylor. 
David Wait. 
Stephen Webfter, 2d. 
Elifha Wells. 



COLUMBIAN LODGE, {Bojkn.) 

R. W. John W. Folfom* Mafter % 
W. Amafa Stetfon, Senior Warden, 
. W. Daniel Baxter, Junior Warden* 
Br. Samuel Stetfon, Treafurer. 
Br. William J. Mc. Donell, Secretary. 

R. W, Jofeph Churchill, P. M. 
MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 



Samuel Albree. 
Edward Atkins. 
John G, Coffin. 
Ammi Cutter, jun. 
Mefor Davidfon. 
William Farmer. 
Thomas Feffendon. 
John B. Green. 
John B. Hammatt. 
William Ingalls. 



Samuel Johns. 
Peter Kennedy, 
John Perkins, 
Thomas Pons. 

. F. Sleeper, 

ohn Somes. 

knjamin Stetfon. 
Elifha Tower. 
John J. Volentine. 
William Whittingtoiu 
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C1NCINNATUS LODGE, (New Marlborough.) 

R. W. Dan Chappell, Majler. 

Br John Budd. 

Br. Benjamin Rogers. 



WASHINGTON LODGE, (Roxtury.) 

R. W. John Ward, Mafier. 

W. Fhinehas Withingtom Senior Warden* 

W. Samuel Barry, Junior Warden* 

Br. Jofeph Ruggles, Treafurer. 

Br. John Bowen, Secretary* 

R. W. Ebenezer Seaver, P. M. 

R. W. Simeon- Pratt, P. M* 
R. W. Nathaniel Ruggles, P. M. 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

t)avid Dana. ♦ Mofes Harriman. 

Ebenezer Davis. I Thomas Williams, jun. 

Charles Durant. | Enos Withington. 

Samuel Gore. • 



&ING HIRAM LODGE, (Truro.) 

R. W. Jonathan Cook, Mafter. 

W. Jofhua Atkins Mayo, Senior Warden. 

W. Jonathan Nickerfon, Junior Warden. 

Br. Solomon Cook, Treafurer. 

Br. Samuel Cook, Secretary 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

Stephen Atkins, jun. f S. Coxnate. 

Edward Cook. 9 Freeman Gozer* 



34* 



Subfcribers' Names. 



HARMONY LODGE, (NortbfehL) 

R- W. Solomon Vofe, Paft Maflcr. 

Br. Edward Houghton, Treasurer. 

Br. Samuel Whiting, jun. Secretary. 

Br. Obadiah Dickmfon. 

Br. Elifha Hoffifter. 

Br. Moles Howe. 



UNION LODGE, (DorcAefter.) 

R. W: James Davenport, Mafter. 

W. Edward W. Baxter, Senior Warden. 

W. Samncl B. Lyon, Junior Warden* 

Br. Thomas Williams, Treafnrer. 

Br. Nathaniel Minot, Secretary. 

R. W. Ebenezer Withington, 3d. R. A* P. Mi £ 
R. W. Edmond Baker, R. A. P. M. 4 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 



Samuel Capen. 

Henry Cox. 

Samuel Crehore, R. A. 

Ebenezer Davenport, jun. 

Jonah Davenport. 

Jofeph Fofter. 

Amafa Fuller, 2 

Samuel Glover. 

Jefle Goodenow. 

John Hawes. 

Bela Heaxfey. 



John Holmes. 
Samuel How. 
Benjamin Jacobs. 
Lewis Leach. 
George Manning. 
John MelliA. 
Samuel Richards. 
John Sullivan. 
Edward Withington. 
Jofeph W. Withingtcfi. 
Lemuel Withington. 



THOMAS' LODGE, (Monjon.) 

R. W. Samuel Guthrie, Mafter. 

W. Ozem Blafhfield, Senior Warden. 

W; Ede Whitaker, Junior Warden. 

Br. Ifaac Holmes Treafurer. 

Br. Joel Norcrofs, Secretary. 
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MEMBERS aw* BRETHREN. 

Gideon Abbot, ♦ Alfred Munn. 

Calvin Eaton. I Amos Norcrofs. 

Hezekiah Fiflc. J Clement TrowbridgeT • 

John Hoar. I Edward Turner. 

Comfort Jobnfon. I Samuel D. Ward* 



FELLOWSHIP LODGE, (Bridgewater.) 

R. W. Simeon Dunbar, Mafter. 
W. Ifaac Lazel, Senior Warden* 

Br. Nathan Lazel, Treafurer. 
Br. Daniel Howard, Secretary. 

R. W. Hetfor Orr, P. M. 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

Beth Alden. * Sylvanus LazeiL 

John Ames, jun. I Nathan Mitchel. 

Elias Dunbar. I Daniel Ripley. 

Noah Fearing. I Zenas Waihbura* 

Daniel Howard, 3 I 



Corinthian lodge, {Concord.) 

R. W* Thomas Heald, Mafter. 
W. Reuben Bryant, Sensor Warden* 
W. Andrew Adams, Junior Warden. 
Br. John Richardfon, Treafurer. 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

Nathaniel Adams. * S. P. P. Fay. 

Theodore Babfon. I John Hartwell, P. S. W. 

Abel Barrett, P. J. W. I Jonathan rlildrath. 

Samuel Barrett I Jonathan Hoan 

Daniel Brooks. i Cyrus Hofmer. 
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Jofliua Brooks. ♦ Fraud* Jarvis* 

Roger Brown. f Henry Jones. 

Horatio J. Buttrick I Thomas Mercer* 

Jonathan Curtis. I Samuel Tattle. 



St. PAUL'S LODGE, (Gorton.) 

R. W. Oliver Prefcott, jnn. Mafier. 

W. Timothy Bigelow, Senior Warden. 

W. James Prefcott, Junior Warden. 

Br. Thomas Gardner, Treafurer. 

Br. John Walton, Secretary. 

R. W. James Bracer, Paft Mafier. 
R. W. Thomas Whitney, Paft Mafier. 

MEMBERS a&d BRETHREN, 

Shobal C Allen. t Wallis Little. 

Abel Boynton. I Abel Moore. 

Tilly Buttrick. I Samfon Woods. 

Jofeph Coamings, jun. 9 



OLIVE BRANCH LODGE, (Oxford.) 

R. W. Jonathan Learned, Mafier. 
W. Jeremiah King&ury, jnn. Senior Warden* 
W. Reuben Barton, Junior Warden. 
Br. Sylvanus Town, Treajurer. 

Br. Peter Butler, S. D. 

Br. William Robinfon, J. D. 

Br. Jonathan Davis. 



MERIDIAN SUN LODGE, {Brodkfield.) 

R* W. Cheney Reed, Mafier. 
W. Benjamin Drury, Senior Warden. 
W. Francis Clark, Junior Warden. 

Br. John Cutter, Treafurer. 
Br. Liberty Bannifter, Secretary. 



V 



X 
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MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

Robert Cutler. ♦ Mofes Hitchcock. 

Simeon Draper. I Daniel Morfe. 

Pearley Hale. f Thomas Rice. 

Enos Hitchcock* ' I Tilly Rice, jun. 



MERIDIAN LODGE, (Watertonvn.) 

R. W. Nathaniel Weld, Majier. 

W. Jofeph Pierce, Senior Warden. 

W. William Bond, Junior Warden. 

R. W. William Hull, P. M. 

MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

Jonathan Alden. ♦ Walter HunnewelL 

Daniel Coolidge. • R. Richardfon. 

Nathan Fuller | Jonas Wood. 



MOUNT MORIAH LODGE, {Reading.) 

R.. W. John Hart, Majier. 

W. Oliver Pope, Senior Warden. 

W. James Gould, Junior Warden. 

Br. David Smith, Treafurer. 

Br. Thomas Swain, Secretary. 



MEMBERS and BRETHREN. 

Thomas Emerfon. *■ Oliver Swain. 



Stephen Hale. I Nathaniel Wiley. 
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EASTERN STAR LODGE, (Rdchtb.) 

R. W. I&ac Fowler, R. A. Jfo^r. 

W. Lewis Wheaton, R. A. Senior Warden* 

W. James Ellis, R. A. Junior Warden. 

Br. Jofeph Wheaton, Trea/mrer. 

Br. Ebenezer Short, Secretary. 

MEMBERS amo BRETHREN. 

Benajah Barney. ♦ Hrael Nichols. 

Philip Bowers. t Nathaniei M. Pidge. 

Gardner Mafbn. I Barnard Wheeler, S. D t 

Gardner Maibn, 2d. f Daniel Wheeler. 

Jacob MiHer. ♦ 



KING DAVID's LODGE, {Taunton.) 

R. W. John W. Smith, Mafter. 

W. William SeaVer, Senior Warden. 

W. Fofter Swift, Junior Warden. 

R. W. Seth Paddleford, R. A. P. M. 

MEMBERS akd BRETHREN. 

Samuel Crocker. ♦ Leonard Porter. 

Samuel Fales. I James Sproat. 



Names interfperfed in the preceding Lifts. 

Br. Jofeph Gleafon, of St. Andrew's Lodge, (Bofton.) 

Br. J. D. Hopkins, J. D. of Portland Lodge. 

Br. Ifaac Story, J. W. of Hancock Lodge. 

Br. Caleb Allen, of Mount Vernon Lodge. 
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GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER 

of MASSACHUSETTS. 

Benjamin Hurd, jun. G. H. P. * 

Joshua Greemleaf, D. G. H. P. 

William Mc. Kean, G. K. 

Charles Jackson, G. Scribe. 

Seth Swbetser, G- Secretary. 

Henry Purkitt, G. Marihal. 
Hezekiah Hudson, *1 

Amos Tappan, ( G stewards. 

David Stanwood, I 

Angier March*, J 
Robert Newman, Gr. Infide Centinel. 
William Tarbox, Gr. Outfide Tyler. 



OFFICERS of St. ANDREW'S ROYAL ARCH 

CHAPTER, (Bojlon.) 

M. E. James Harrifon, H. P- 

E. Henry Fowle, K. 

E. John Lamfon, S. 

C. Elifha Sigourney, T. 

C. Samuel Billings, P. S. 

C. Andrew Sigourney, R. A. C 

C. Hezekiah Hudfon, C Hoft. 

Companions, Henry Purkitt, "1 

* Jofeph Tucker, V G. M. V- 

Benjamin Smith, J 
Jphn Raymond, .£. T. 
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OFFICERS or KING CYRUS' ROYAL ARCH 
CHAPTER, (Newbury Fort.) 

M. E. Jonathan Gage, H. P. 

E. Gilman White, K. 

E. Nathaniel Knap, jun. S. 

C. Samuel A. Otis, T. 

C. Edward Dorr, P. S. 

C. Charles Jacldbn, C H. 

Companions, David Coffin, 1 

Amos Tappan, V G- M. V. 
Angier March, J 
E. Dudley Atkins Tyng/P. G. K. & K. T. 4 

E. William Woart, P. G. Secretary* 
1 • 
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